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Defining the terms

« A construction is a conventional schema for
creating or motivating well-formed expressions in
which there is at least one open slot that can be
filled by one of several expressions belonging to the
same form-class. (Haspelmath 2023)

The da-construction can be called optative-
subjunctive, subjunctive, conjunctive. It is usually
used with verbs in present tense, in aorist or in
imperfect. It is used with modal and temporal
(inchoative, terminative) verbs, with some moods as
well as in dependent clauses. When in an
independent position, with the da-construction we
express wishes, commands, and it can also be
found in curses and blessings. (MuHoBa-I'ypkoBa
2000)



Etymology of 'da’
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* Indo-European pronominal *do- (or its variant *to-)
* *d/(t)od, an ablativ form which appears in the Imperative Il

* descendant of the Indo-European root *do-, probably the
adverbialized instrumental singular *do

*Old Church Slavonic form for 2 and 3 person Imperative from
the verb dati (*dadjb)



* Does the modal operator da serve as a
conjunction to connect multiple predicates
in a single proposition?

* Is da a modal operator/particle because it
does not only connect but is also contributes
to the propositional content, even if it’s only
a part of its so-called upgrade of the content
( modality as an upgrade to the proposition)?




S=M{T/L[p(al, a2, a3...)]}
e e PR

M = modal component
T = temporal component
L = local component
p = the constitutive predicate
al, a2, a3... = the arguments of the said
predicate
the breaks = the hierarchy of the relations
and their terms.




(2) KoHeuHO ycneaB ga 3acnujam
6e3 anuunka. = 3acnas

| finally got to fall asleep. = | fell
asleep

(3) Moxxebun BeyepBa Ke ycneam ga
3acnujam 6e3 anuvka.

Maybe tonight | will get to fall asleep.

(4) CrturHaB HaBpewme aa ogaMm Ha
npeaaBsameTo.
| made it on time to attend the lesson.

(5) Ce HapeBam feka Ke CTUrHam
HaBpeme Aa oAaM Ha npeaaBakbeTo.
| hope to make it on time to attend
the lesson.



(2) KoHeuHO ycrneaB ga 3acnujam
6e3 anunmwa. = 3acnas

| finally got to fall asleep. = | fell
asleep

(3) Moxkebwn BeuepBa Ke ycrneam Aa
3acnmjam 6e3 anuunma.
Maybe tonight | will get to fall asleep.



(4) CTurHae HaBpeme ga oAaM Ha
npegaBakeTO.

| made it on time to attend the lesson.

(5) Ce HazgeBaM fAeka Ke CTUrHam
HaBpemMe Aa ogaM Ha npejaBaHeTo.
| hope to make it on time to attend
the lesson.







Optative mood
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(6) [a pojae ytpe!
| want/ | can't wait for tomorrow to come!

(7) ,Aa>xmBee cnatkata cnoboga. Ala xumeee Pesonyuunjata. “ (YmHro, Fronema Boaa)
Long live the sweet freedom! Long live the Revolution!

In the direct speech:

(8) Ja pojaews BegHaLwu!
(9) Ajae pajapew, KoctaguHe... [la kacHel, aa ce notkpenuLl... (AHToH [MaHoB, lNevyanbapn)



Imperatives and optatives

(10) Aojan BegHaLwu!
Come here now!
(11) Jagn cyna!
Eat soup!

All of these examples can be transformed with the verb ‘saka’ (to want), or some other modal
verb (treba, mora). When reconstructing the preposition we can transform these sentences into:

(12) Cakam ga pojaews BegHaLw!
| want you to come now!
(13) Tpeba aa jagews cynal!
You should eat soup!



Imperatives and hortatives

(14) Aj/Ajae aa oanme!
Let's go!

(15) Aj/ Ajae paa yunme!
Let's study!



Prohibitive mood
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(16) Hemoj fa oan Tamy!
Don "t go there!

(17) a He ognl Tamy!
Don "t go there!

(18) dununue: a He ce n3nerysa o4 AOMa ako ce
Hema noTpeba, cuTyauumjaTa e KpajHo cepro3Hal
(Pokyc, 2017)
Filiplce: Don't leave the house unless it's
necessary, the situation is very serious.
(19) [la He ce NponyLUTK LLaHCcaTa 3a eBponckaTa
VHTerpauwja.
The chance for European integration
shouldn't be missed.



The da ne case
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(20) Aa He oanw Tamy?
Are you going there?




maybe (probably) A has/posses feature B

re—val
(26) bonHo nexe nyao ke fa ympe,

HNKOj HEMa 04, POAYM Aa AOjAE, (MakesoHCk
HapoAHW necHW og Mapuroso, 1955)

(23) Ke fa malue eaHo OCyMHaeceT roguHu.
(B. Maneckwn)
| guess (s)he was about 18 years old.

(24) BCyWwHOCT, ako Ma Hekaje HOK, Toralw
Taa \ Ke 4a e HajMHOry BO TOj MOJIH, HN30K
3nMeH mecel,. (CuMoH Apakyn)
Actually, if comewhere there is night,
then she would be at most in that full,
low winter night.

(25) 3Hauum He ke fa cyM coceMa cam. Co
nak naat mpteute. (AHApeeBcky, Nnpej
| guess | am not all alone. The dg
coming with me.



conjunction "
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Aa Aojaam. ‘(S)He told me

AeKka fojaam.
eka Tpeba Aa Aojaam.
hat | should come’



Translating da in the Slavic languages

(32) Tyka My ro HaTtoBapuja, TOYHO
TOa CakaB U ga BM packaxam. (1980:

12) (36) Cakalle a ro octaBaTt
(33) IMeHHO TaM MHe ero Tamy, Ha rnysumTe. (1980: 129)
NoOBECU/IN Ha Wer, 06 3TOM A U (37) OH xoTen, uTobbl ero
XoTen pacckasaTb. (2007: 13) ocTaBunn Mbliwam. (2005: 120)
(34) Ondje mi ga natovarise, | (38) Htio je da ga ostave
upravo to vam htjedoh ispricati. ondje, miSevima. (2019: 68)
(2019 5) (39) XXeneo je pa ra octaee
(35) OBae cy My ra HaToBapuau, To TamMmo, muwesmnmMa. (1973:135)

cam ball 1 XTeo Aa BaM ncnpuyam.
(1973:16)



Da 1n the final clauses
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(40) [lojae 3a Aa Me BUAM. Da 1in the non-final clauses
(41) Jojae bupejkn cakawue
na Me BUAW. o @ e * ST

(42) JloBONHO CcW 3pen 3a Aa chaTuLl JeKa HeMa
cemMejCcTBo 6e3 TajHa

(43) oBONHO CK 3pen, Taka LUTO MOXeLl Aa
chaTuLl geka HeMa ceMejcTBO 6e3 TajHa.

(44) Tonky cy 3pen WTo MoXew Aa chaTuLl geKa

HemMa ceMejcTBO 6e3 TajHa.



Subjunctive relatives
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X wants to acquire/find Y such that Y does something (for X)

(42) bapam yoBek fa paboTun BO KyjHa.

l (43) Busco chica que me ensefe la lengua
inglesa.
bapam yoBek LUTO Ke Fapam AeBojka Aa Me yum aHTINCKU.
pa60T|/| BO KyjHa. (44) Busco hombre que me ayude.

EapaM HoBeK 4a M TTOMOTHE.



Conclusion

— MM

Da in the Macedonian language
is a particle/modal operator,

as it always carries a modal
meaning.
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