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IMPACT OF COVID-13 ON

‘TREATMENT AND CARE OF PEOPLE

‘THAT USE DRUGS IN REPUBLIC OF
NORTH MACEDONIA
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Things have proven to be good practices
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s aducationsl activity doss not include any
contant tht efaes o the products ndor
Sarvices of s commercil inarest hat would
cresta s confict o mterest.
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Accessibility

Unfortunately, there have been such cases, whare
ecaving raatment through psychTatists atlocal
Rospital was not posible and transportaton to
reglonalcanters has been difficlt due o the
xistingrestritive messurss,zo numr of patients
in soms OST' has decressec.
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Harm Reduction

+ The COVID-19 pandamic has afeced theantire
popultion and overal lving, but s impact s
Sronges on marginalized groups.

+ Experisncetocate s taugnt s st sl
resrictions n very ense (nsnca. avslsify
of rsatment and tc ), airough afecing al, are
particuary strong on marginalzed groups.

+ Toi stucy dscussas the mpact of COVID-25 an
peopie who use drugs n Republic f North
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Capacity in OST's
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+ The umir of peopl released from prson who.
omincea with DAY it communy wet mEnar han
ha sama period st yar

+ Th counteys argest prison lsoad o case of COVID-
L5% Sranicta ston messures and resur
moritorng of the condition of ewcomss.

* Trastment with ORT inprisons coninued 3 before the
(COUID 13 perio, o ovardess o SUde”
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13 * 00:32

Thank you for attention!

&

el

imbertervpeapiesy g e,

AWD
14 * 00:28

e e

- s i e e

- BT
et WD

15 * 00:43

+ Patiznt conditions wers ansiyad in 11 05T
in sociey, 2 OST' in Prison, 2 harm reduction
programs of which one fo sex workers, and 2
prevention programs fo the period anuary-
June 2020.

+ During this perod, seversl changes occurred
st reflactad on the trestmant and cre of
people who use drugs
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Staff fromOST's

+ St from OST's was flly prasent at werk most of
tne time, what was not case with some other
medicalstaffn other insttutions.

+ Visit, sxaminations and deivery of therspy to the.
people who wers quarantinad were made by the
St from OST, other medical staff did not want
<0 work with this population (STIGMA).

+ This nave praven to be gaed practice.
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Conclusions

+ from the resuts t can b concluded that the
COVID-15 pandemic has an impact on drug-
reated conditions and the restmnt and cars
of people who use drugs.

* While soms changes have proven to be good
practicas, others can have reparcussions for
<he target group and the communiy 353
whol,
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Changes in North Macedonia noted by
EMCDDA

Fist cas regitarsd 26 February 2020

Restictions were mposed 18 Mareh 2020

Rsein e of priceof cannabis

Incresse of simultansous useof mutls crugs

M comman use of ocaine

Drug rastment i genera healthcae stings (general

practoners and ospials] was not provided during

e ockdonn

* Inpatient reatment faiities stopped admicing ew
s

+ Overdose deaths duringth lockdown

osT's

Peyencsacia intervantions have besn drastically
reduced, but pharmscatnrapy has aken place
without nterruption inthe OST's

New admitted patients receved therapy daly or 2-
3 times 3 week and other patients receied take
Home tharagy for one wesk.

I som caes the NGO “Red Cross”delivered the
tharapy.
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Conclusions

+ The crug problem has ot dssppsared, it may
e changed bt ot dssppeared The drust
continued o ravel. O drugs were avaltle.

* New g ictims continued tosesk hlp.

* W do not ave th "riviege” tostop the
proviion ofrestment and car,without g,
forall ur patienssesking nelp o matter where
hey re, st homs, in quarantine o coming 1o the
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Things have proven to be good practices

0sT's

+ The fobity o drg wrastment and care programs
Ras e the o ou 3t Of peogle ce Vg
o gonist reatmart (O8]

+ s 0 programs and decentalized work model
cross i coury nave a5 reGuced eatment arop-

+ The prasence o alsaffat the senvces most of the
e, o aimicsons hek e rea e oGSty
WRoUL watng s 30 postponed appointments and
Ty creamences et ot
Rospials, tc | educed rop outs and prevented
Ovardoses a0 s of Spaid s n i country.
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Conclusions

+ Flxiilty and pragmatism, creativity and
Innovation are needed to provids accasible
drug treatment services foral, but aso for
the most wulnerable catagories thatwill be
spacifc and craated for them 1o reduce the
consequances during the COVID-19 pandemc.
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