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Abstract: The archaeological site of Kale Lokveni is located 1.5 km south of the village of Lokveni,
on the triangle of the areas of the villages Lokveni, Norovo and Poduvis. It is a dominant hill with a signifi-
cant geostrategic position, which at the highest level is a flattened plateau, fortified by powerful walls
built with large rectangular stone blocks in the technique opus pseudoizodimum. From the very beginning
this powerful fortification was aimed at controlling the road crossings that allow entry into Pelagonia.
The one is the Barbaras mountain pass, while the other is the gorge of Crna Reka and the Bucinska parti-
tion. In 2016, within the framework of the Kingdom of Macedonia project, field archaeological excavati-
ons were carried out for the first time, which were done in order to check the current knowledge, but also
to obtain more data on the character and chronology of this important site.

With these excavations, an area of about 400 m? has been explored, whereby 11 graves embedded in
a rock and 6 burials in urns were discovered.

Key words: Kale Lokveni, Pelagonia, Early Antiquity, burials

The archaeological site Kale Lokveni is located 1.5 km south of the village of
Lokveni, on the triangle of the areas of the villages Lokveni, Norovo and Podvis.! It
is located on the dominant mountain peak with elevation 909, branch from Busho-
va Mountain, which descends to Pelagonia plain. In the Archaeological map of the
Republic of Macedonia it is very modestly described and registered as a fortress (ka-
le), a castle and a refugium from the period of Late Antiquity.? In the existing scien-
tific literature Kale Lokveni has been mentioned several times in short descripti-
ons.’ It has been most extensively so far researched by V. Lil¢i¢, who gives the first
and only planimetry of the fortress. The site has been described as an early antique

" The greatest part of the fortification belongs to the territory of the village of Norovo, but in science
it has been entered as Kale Lokveni/ Lokvensko Kale, and under that name the project - Kale Lokveni
- archaeological research 2016 was implemented.

2T Muxymuuk, 1996, 202.

3 A. Mutkocku, 1996, 96; The site is mentioned in I. Mikul¢i¢ as late antique/early Byzantine castle to
control the road: . Mukykmuuk, 1999, (no.229. Kale, Lokveni), 411; I. Mikul¢i¢, 2002, no. 258, 329.
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Macedonian military base, by locating two necropolises belonging to this settle-
ment.* The first necropolis is at about 200 meters distance from the walls of the
fortress to the southeast, while the second one for which V. Lil¢i¢ thinks that it is
newer, is located about 800 meters to the south from the fortress.’

Kale Lokveni

It is a dominant hill with a significant geostrategic position, which at the high-
est level is a flattened plateau, fortified by powerful walls built with large rectangu-
lar stone blocks in the technique opus pseudoizodimum.

According to the opus of construction, but also according to the found coins®, it
can be confirmed that it is an early antique fortification that continues to exist with
a continuity of living for several centuries.

From the very beginning, this powerful fortification was aimed at controlling
the two passageways that allow entry into Pelagonia. One is the Barbaras mountain
pass’, while the other is the gorge of the Crna Reka and the Bu¢inska partition.® Al-
so from this site the most significant geostrategic positions in the Pelagonia plain

4 B. JIwnuuxk, 2009, with planimetry and coins found, 162 -170.

> Thid, 162, 169.

® On the Lokvensko Kale site until 2016 no field archaeological excavations were performed, so that
the chronological span of life of the site is drawn on the basis of findings collected through archaeo-
logical field research. So far found coins are published in: H. Illengapos, 2003; B. JIumunk, 2007, 849
- 861; B. Tumuuxk, 2009, 166 - 168.

"The site was researched in 2011, under the leadership of A. Jakimovski, with registered Macedonian
fortification - guard, which protected the passage, that is the entrance to the northern part of the
Pelagonia valley.

8 B. Jumunk, 2009, 126 - 135.
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are visible, which confirms the great significance and strategic function of the site
Kale Lokveni.

Plan of Kale Lokveni according to V. Lil¢i¢ Adams

In 2016, within the framework of the Kingdom of Macedonia project, field
archaeological excavations were carried out for the first time in the framework of
the capital projects financed by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia.’ The
research was done in order to check the current knowledge, but also to obtain more
data on the character and chronology of this important site. The excavations were
concentrated on one of the necropolises, that is, the closer one, with a working na-
me South-eastern necropolis, where the remains of wild digging were visible.

Relation of the necropolis and the fortification

% Research was carried out under the leadership of PhD Antonio Jakimovski and MA Dejan Kebako-
ski, with the assistance of archaeologists MA Hristijan Talevski, MA Aleksandar Vasilevski, Radomir
Ivanovic, Igor Chochkov, Aleksandar Murgoski, Elena Karamfilovska and Sasko Vasilevski.
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With these excavations, an area of about 400 m? has been explored, whereby 11
graves embedded in a rock and 6 burials in urns were found. The graves in the rock
are about 2 m in length, with a width of about 0.70 - 0.80 m. and a depth of about 1
m. These embedded gravel pits are, without exception, covered with three to four
processed flat stone slabs. Of the eleven graves the gravel pit of which was embed-
ded in the rock, four were robbed by wild diggers. Although robbed they were clean-
ed and documented in order to apply the general plan of the necropolis and to de-
termine the ratio of graves and their orientation.

The excavated area in 2016

In this phase of research, we came to the conclusion that the earliest burial
structures of the 4™ century BC also have a tomb circle - a ring formed of unproces-
sed larger stones that shape the circle around the burial hole, in which there are
smaller unprocessed stones that formed a mogila - a tumba, a feature of the graves
of previous periods, that is, iron time.

Grave with circular ring - closed Grave with circular ring - opened



Folia Archaeologica Balkanica IV, 2018 173

During the exploration of the site Kale Lokveni in 2016, a total of six burials in
urns were found, which are grouped into two groups in the south-western part of
the researched area. The first group consists of two urns, placed in a crushed stone
embankment, surrounded by larger rocks in the shape of a ring around the urns,
which is the construction of a grave 5. The second group of urns is located about ten
meters away from the previous group in the east direction. On a smaller area of se-
veral square meters, the other four urns (marked as grave 7, 8, 12, and grave 17)
were found. From this group of urns, only the urn marked as a tomb number 12 is
located in a broken group of crushed stone that most likely belonged to the next
tomb number 13, the remaining three are dug in a reddish clay soil, and only the lo-
wer part of the urns is dug into the rock.

Around the urn a group of rocks that would constitute a construction specifi-
cally designed to barricade the burials in the urns was not found. They are freely set
in the earth and placed in part in the embankment of a crushed stone which is a
constructive element of already existing grave units or fit freely into the unused
space of the older necropolis. No finding or possibly a coin was found in the urns.

All discovered burials were performed by burning, with the exception that in
the tombs the bones are placed not separated from the ash and spilled on one side
of the rectangular pit, in which a small recess in which the ash is poured is additio-
nally inserted, while in the urns were placed exclusively the bones that remained in
the cremation process and, according to what can be noted, were treated with a li-
quid that caused a rapid cooling, forming cracks on the bone residues.

The findings detected during these
archaeological excavations, apart from
the chronological determination, indicate
the power of the population that inhabi-
ted this fortress. There were completely
preserved and fragmented ceramic ves-
sels that were placed as a grave addition
for the deceased,”® weapons, jewellery,
coins", and as a peculiarity we can single
out the superbly preserved luxury jewelle-
ry box- pyxis made of silver in a filigree
technique and granulation supplemented
with a golden wire. Two more such pyxides have been found so far in the territory of

Pyxis

"% The preliminary preservation of the ceramic material was made by A. Stoj¢evska.
1 A large number of coins with a chronological span from the 4™ century BC until the 3" century AD
were found, which shows the existence of the fortification and the researched necropolis.
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the Republic of Macedonia', one as part of the Tremnik depot”, which is very
similar to the pyxis of Kale Lokveni, with the difference that it is made of gold, then
another silver one, almost identical from Zdanec Skopje." The richness of the find-
ings, their luxury in the workmanship, the number of coins placed in the context of
the monumentality of the performance of the mighty walls of the fortress, as well
as the presence of monumental funerary architecture, such as the example in the
second necropolis, with the aristocratic grave in the rock,” point not only to the
wealth of the inhabitants of this fortress, but also to their communications with the
Mediterranean world, which justifies the assumption of a higher level of organizati-
on and importance of the fortress, which can be said to have grown into a town.

Alexander III avers Alexander III revers Alexander III avers Alexander III revers
Antogonus Gonatas Antogonus Gonatas  Autonomous Macedonia Autonomous Macedonia
avers revers avers Revers

Some of the coins found during the excavations in 2016

From the previous research we can conclude that the necropolis was used con-
tinuously from the 4™ century BC until the 3" century AD. We can also give a rea-
soned opinion that by the end of the necropolis use, the population had an insight
into the previous location of the grave forms, because even at that high density of
the grave pits none of them is intersected or laid on the preceding one.

12 C. Brakecka, 2016, 194 -195.

B A. Jakimovski - M. Jovanov, 2016, 125 - 133.

" B. Cokonoscka - P. [Tammx, 1975, 231 - 244, T. IV, Fig. 12a and b.
5 A. MutkoBcky, 1996, 89 - 96.
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With the archaeological findings, an extremely large number of coins of Mace-
donian kings were found, which indicates the continuity of settlement and the po-
wer of the population living in this Macedonian early antique military base. The
analysed data from the previous findings, supplemented with the information ob-
tained during archaeological excavations carried out in 2016, give us the right to
confirm that in front of us there is very important early antique fortified town in
northern Pelagonia, which requires intensive archaeological research in the future.
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AnTonuo JAKUMOBCKU
Jlejan KEBAKOCKH

KAJIE JIOKBEHU!

Pe3ume

ApxeonomkuoT nokanuteT Kane JlokBeHu ce Haora Ha 1,5 KM jyKHO o] ceJio
JlokBeHM, Ha TpoMereTo Ha aTapuTe Ha cenata JlokBenu, Anjiuniu u [logsuc. Crany-
Ba 300D 3a IOMUHAHTEH PHJ, CO 3HaUajHa reocTparellka IMo3uIluja, KOj Ha HajBUCOKH-
OT JieJl TPeTCTaByBa 3apaMHeTOo I/1aTo, YTBPJIEHO CO MOKHHM SHIOBH T'PajieHH Co roje-
MU ITPaBOAro/HO MCK/IecaHH KaMeHH OJIOKOBH BO TEXHMKA OIYC TCEYAOU30IUMYM.
Op caMHOT MOYETOK OBa MOKHO YVTBPZyBambe MMaJIo 3a LieJl a M KOHTPOJIMpa JiBaTa
TMaTHU MTPeMUHU KOM OBO3MOKyBaaT Bie3 Bo Ilenaronuja. EQHMOT e MIaHMHCKUOT
npemuH bapbapac, a gpyruot e kmicypara Ha l[pHa Peka u byunHckaTa mperpaja. Bo
2016 roguua, Bo paMKM Ha mpoeKToT KpancTBo MakejjoHMja, 3a IPBIAT ce BPIIeHH
TEePEHCKU apXeoyIOIKK MCKOIYBamba, KoM 0ea HallpaBeH! Co 1ieJ1 Jla ce MPOoBepaT JI0-
CeralrHuTe CO3HaHMja, HO 1 Jla ce JoOujaT MmoBeKe MOJaToIH 3a KapaKTepPOT U XPOHO-
JIoTHjaTa Ha 0BOj 3HAYaeH JIOKAJIUTeT.

lckonyBamara 0ea CKOHIIEHTPMPAHHU Ha eJHa 0] HEKPOIIOJIKTe, OJJHOCHO Ha jy-
TrOMCTOYHA HEKPOIIO/Ia, Kajie Oea BUIJIMBU OCTATOLIM Off IMBO Komatbe. Co 0BUe UCKOMY-
Batba MCTpaskeH e mpoctop of okoy 400 M2 , mpu 1mTo ce oTKpreHu 11 rpodoBU BKIIe-
CaHM BO Kapma 1 6 morpeOyBama Bo ypHa. O JoceraiiHuTe UCTPaKyBamba MOKe Jla
3aK/TyuKMe JieKa HeKPOIIojIaTa € KOPICTeHa BO KOHTHHYHTET off 4 BeK ILH.e., 10 3 BeK
H.e. McTo Taka, Mo3KeMe J1a lajleMe OCHOBAaHO MHUCTIEHbe JIeKa [0 KPajoT Ha KOpHUCTe-
HETO Ha HEKPOIIoJIaTa HaceJIleHHeTo MMaJio YBUJ] BO TIPETX0/IHATA JIOKallMja Ha rpoo-
HuTe (hopMHM, 3aToa IITO M IPM Taa rojeMa I'yCTHHA HAa TPOOHUTE jaMu, HUeIHA Of
HUB He ce IPeceKyBa WM He HaJlerHyBa Ha MPeTX0/HaTa.

Bo oBaa (ha3a Ha McTpasKeHOCT, JI0jIOBMe JI0 3aK/IVUOK JIeKa HajpaHuTe TPOOHU
KOHCTPYKLIMH 0f] 4 BeK ILH.e, KAKO eJIeMeHT Io MMaaT ¥ IPOOHUOT KPYT - MIPCTEH O/
HeoOpaboTeHH KaMema Koj ce (opMupa OKONMY rpoOHaTa jamMa, BO KOj KPyr MMa
HapnaHu HeobpaboTeHN KaMera Kou (hopMupaie MOTUIa — TyMOa, KapaKTepUCTH-
Ka Ha rpoOOBKTE Off IIPETXOIHUTE IIEPUOJI, OTHOCHO JKeIe3HOTO BpeMe.

[IpoHajmeHuTe HAOIY MIPK OBHE apXeOJIOIKY MCKOIYBaba, 0CBEH XPOHOJIOIIKA-
Ta JleTepMUHAIMja, HM VKa)KyBaaT M Ha MOKTa Ha HAaceJeHHETO KOe ja HacenyBajio
oBaa TBpAMHA. [IpoHajeHu ce IeJIOCHO COUYBaHM CaJIOBU KOM OMjie CTABaHHM KaKo
rpo0eH MPUJIOT 3a MOKOjHUKOT, OPYiKje, HAKUT, MOHETH, a KaKo KYPHO3UTET MO3Ke Jla
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ja u3[BOMMe M3BOHPEJHO COUYBaHATA JIYKCY3HA KyTHja-TIMKCHIa W3paboTeHa off
cpebpo BO TeXHUMKa Ha (pUIMTpaH M IpaHy/Ialyja 0TOIHeTa o 371aTHa Kulla. BakBu
NIMKCU/IM Ha TepupuTopujaTa Ha P. MakeoHuMja, flocera ce MpoHajieHH VIITe JBe, Ka-
KO Jien ofi, ienoTo Bo TpeMHUK, Koja e MHOTY C/TMYHa co muKcuparta ofi, Kane Jlokse-
HU, CO Taa pasJuKa IITo e U3paboTeHa off 371aTo, MOTOA VINTe ejlHa CpedpeHa, peuncH
unentnuHa, o /Kpaner Cxomje. boraTcTBOTO Ha HAao/IUTe, HUBHUOT JIYKCY3 BO M3pa-
boTKaTa, OpOjoT Ha MOHETH, CTaBeHO BO KOHTEKCT CO MOHYMEHTA/THOCTA Ha M3Be/i0a-
Ta Ha MOHYMEHTaJIHUTe SUJIMHU Ha TBPIMHATA, HO ¥ TIPUCYCTBOTO HA MOHYMEHTA/THA
(byHepapHa apxuTeKTypa Kako MpUMepoT BO BTOPATa HEKPOTIOIA CO apMCTOKPATCKa-
Ta TpoOHMIIA BKIecaHa BO Kapria, VKajkyBaaT He caMo Ha OOTaTCTBOTO Ha ;KUTEJUTe
Ha OBaa TBP/MHA, TYKY ¥ HA HUBHUTE KOMYHUMKAIMK CO MeJJUTEPAHCKUOT CBET, IITO
VKa)KyBa Ha MOBMCOK CTelleH Ha OPraHM3MPaHOCT U BaKHOCT Ha TBPJMHATA 3a Koja
MOJKeMe Jla ce Kayke JieKa pepacHaia Bo rpafl.

AHanu3upaHuTe TOJATOLM O IOCETAllHUTE PEKOTHOCIUpamwa, JOMOTHETH CO
nH(OpPMaIMKUTe TOOMEHH MPM apXeoJIOIKUTe MCKoMyBama u3BpiieHd Bo 2016 ro-
JIMHA, HU JIaBaaT 3a MpaBo /ia MOTBP/MMe JleKa MpeJ] Hac e eleH 0c00eHO 3HaUaeH pa-
HOAHTUYKH YTBPJIeH rpaji (BoeHa 0a3a) Bo ceBepHa [lenaroHuja, Ha Koj BO U/[HUHA €
TIOTPeOHO JIa ce TPOIOJIKHU CO MHTeH3UBHY apXe0JIOIKU HCTPaKyBamba.
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	09 Bosko CELOSNO

	III del
	00 prazna
	10 ANTONIO BONCE
	00 prazna
	11 Petrova CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	12 adnan CELOSNO
	13 Dafina CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	14 Petrova Nacev CELOSNO
	15 MILOSEVSKI CELOSNO

	IV del
	00 prazna
	16 Beti dimitrova CELOSNO
	17 Irena Teodora CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	18 Misko Tutkovski CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	19 Or. PETROV CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	20 Talevski CELOSNO
	00 prazna

	V del
	21 Sirtovski CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	22 Ristov Kiro CELOSNO
	23 Mileusnic Bikic CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	24 Cvetanov CELOSNO
	00 prazna
	25 Klekovski CELOSNO
	26 Maneva review CELOSNO
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