Absence of ontology of the person in  Ancient Philosophy

The review of the ancient philosophical thought (Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, Plotinus), indicates that the ontological concept of "the person" is not found in antiquity. Ancient Hellenic thought did not blend constancy and "individuality" and did not create an ontology of the person. Being (εἶναι) in antiquity was considered in the context of the question about the one (τὸ ἔν) and the multitude (πλῆθος), whereby the absolute ontological primacy belonged to the universal (καθόλου) at the expense of the particular being (τὸ ὄν) as individual. In the framework of the ancient worldview and the Hellenic categories of thought, actually, the occurrence of the idea of "the person" as a primary ontological concept could not even be expected. The reason for it is the consistency of the ancient philosophers regarding the principle of the ontological primacy of the essence in relation to its carriers (representatives). According to the logic of the Hellenic essentialist ontology, the concrete person is an added epiphenomenon of the being, primarily understood as essence (οὐσία). The absence of the ontology of "the person" does not exclude theses about certain ideas or concepts in antiquity about persona or personality in the psychological-moral sense.


