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Ratko DUEV
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, Faculty of Philosophy

A Century or HiGHER Epucation,
A CENTURY OF DEVELOPMENT OF ACADEMIC THOUGHT

The very title of these proceedings, "Science and Society: the Contribution
of the Humanities and Social Sciences", carries an important question: what
is the contribution of the Faculty of Philosophy in the development of science,
and, thus, in the development of Macedonian society? The key role of the
Faculty of Philosophy after WWII was to develop education and to promote
institutions that are a pillar of the state. The development of the Faculty
marked the start of social activity: the building of kindergartens, primary
and secondary schools, social protection centers, special schools; education
strategies and reforms; the preparing of personnel to be involved in state
security and protection; excavation and conservation of the cultural heritage;
the establishment of museums and many, many other institutions... the list
goes on. The first issue of the academic journal, "Annual of the Faculty of
Philosophy", was published in 1948, and the first issue of the first international
journal, "Ziva Antika", in 1951. A century of higher education at the Faculty of
Philosophy means a century of science, and, thus, a century of state-building.

Today, the Faculty maintains the same role it did in the past. The devel-
opment of all levels of education, the institutions created by former students
and professors, are linked to the development of the Faculty, and, thus, to the
development of higher education and science. The Faculty of Philosophy in
Skopje is a large family of over 20,000 graduates, MAs, PhDs; 3,000 current
students, and a significant number of former and current professors and
professionals in civil service. The professors are involved in the creation of
numerous laws, strategies and projects concerning the development of edu-
cation, culture, social protection, civil protection, gender equality, cultural
heritage, etc.

Today's crisis is a great challenge for all of us, to adapt to the new condi-
tions and to ensure a smooth running of teaching, academic research, and
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the other activities of the Faculty. Although just a health crisis at first glance,
which will inevitably be followed by an economic crisis, these changes will
affect the whole of society, people's lives, mental health, education, culture,
security, the vulnerable groups. Both in the past and in the near future, in
order to overcome the crisis, we will need professionals from the academic
fields that make up the Faculty.

That is our burden, which we have been carrying for a century. However,
the Faculty has gone through many greater challenges in its existence: wars,
crises, epidemics, earthquakes, floods, and it has always managed to continue
with its mission - to profile professionals and to advance academics. With
wisdom, understanding, hard work, as well as the application of digital tech-
nology, we will, together with our students, overcome this obstacle, and we
will help our society deal with it.

The International Conference "Science and Society: the Contribution of
the Humanities and Social Sciences" was attended by over 100 participants
from Europe and Macedonia, but due to travel restrictions brought about by
the pandemic, some of the sessions were held virtually. Our areas of research
represent our obligation. By organizing the conference under such conditions,
we have proven that we are already concentrating on a series of academic
activities and projects to prevent the impact of the pandemic on people and
society.

These Proceedings illustrate the determination of today's generation of
professors to continue the development of academics, to remain faithful to
the tradition inherited from generations of academics in the past, under all
conditions, accepting all challenges brought forth by the start of the second
century of our existence.
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Denko SKALOVSKI
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, Faculty of Philosophy

MobERN PHiLosoPHICAL ANTHROPOLOGY VERSUS GENETIC
ENGINEERING: EricH FromM (1900-1980-2020)

Abstract: The text is written on the occasion of 120 years Erich Fromm's birth and 40 years
from his death, but the reasons are much deeper and more substantial. Fromm is one of the
most complex thinkers in the field of contemporary philosophical anthropology, which lead with
his transdisciplinary and multidisciplinary approach to the appearance of such methodological
approaches that have emerged in the international philosophical and general theoretical scene in
recent decades. Although it is commonly thought that Fromm is only a psychologist and cultural
anthropologist and multiculturalist (the father of the "humanistic psychoanalysis") he is a thinker
of a far broader scientific and philosophical format. Uniting critically, synthetically, and creatively,
several theories in the fields of philosophy, sociology, psychology, and theology, Fromm remains
one of the few thinkers of the modern and contemporary era who has given original interpretation
and successful upgrades of a numerous earlier theories - starting with the Marxist and ending
with the psychoanalytic - which, among other things, results in his well-known and original inter-
pretation of Christianity and religion in general. His "diagnoses” of the "diseased" tissue of modern
civil society and the causes of its profound and chronic axiological and cultural crises - dating
back to the mid-20th century - today they impose the need for re-actualization and affirmation
of his complex humanistic science and theory, and their rethinking and reinterpretation again.
This is particularly important at the time of the emergence of manipulation and experimentation
with human genes and genetic engineering, in circumstances of post-industrial scientific and
technological civilization. These negative and dangerous processes bring contemporary humanist
thought into new and additional serious problems, dilemmas and a series of philosophical, ethical
and bioethical challenges while trying to define human anthropological habitués and its uncertain
future. After all, the same is recognized by a number of world-renowned and famous theorists and
analysts of various scientific, philosophical, ideological, and even geopolitical provenances. All
this makes Erich Fromm, both today and in the future, as an important, relevant thinker, whose
theory has yet to grow in the interest of world social sciences and humanities.

The text seeks to outline the main aspects and content of Fromm’s work, and critically to
refer to his most famous views, ideas and concepts, set forth in his major works, translated into
all world languages, and commented and quoted by many theorists in the field of humanities
and social sciences. It is important to note that Fromm often collaborated with philosophers,
sociologists, and psychologists from the former Yugoslavia and visited former Yugoslavia several
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times. The result of this is the publication of his collected works in Serbo-Croatian language in
the early 90’s of the last century. Several of his works have been translated into Macedonian
language, and the master thesis by Slobodanka Markovska, Ph.D., defended in 1991, is devoted
to his anthropological thought.

Key words: modern anthropology, human, bioethics, genetic engineering,
post humans

The world is one great object for our appetite, a big apple, a big bottle, a big
breast; we are the sucklers, the eternally expectant ones, the hopeful ones—and
the eternally disappointed ones. {...)

The man of the organization has lost the ability for disobedience, he is not
even aware of the fact that is obedient. At this point in history, the ability to
doubt, criticize, and disobey may be the only thing that stands between the
future of humanity and the end of civilization. (Underlined by - D.S.)

(Erich Fromm)

We have thrown the philosophies of history into the scrap metal. Are there
other theories instead that clarify the practical consequences of scientific and

technical progress? To whom are they addressed, what form of political practice
do they refer to? (Underlined by - D.S.)
(Jiirgen Habermas, 1980: 342)

One of such hasty and rash (over)thrown philosophies of history, for which
Habermas is talking about, is exactly the multidisciplinary and multicultural
theory of Erich Fromm. Today, interest in his works is rising sharply, propor-
tionally with the deep crisis - which can easily be converted into an inglori-
ous end - of a value system that we can name it colloquially and extremely
simplified/conventionally as Western. This is all the more so because the
social reality and (geo) political practice of the so-called West has long been
disunited, disintegrated, and "fragmented," as one of the EU's most iconic
creators has stated - and by the most assessments, the greatest living hu-
manist and philosopher - Jiirgen Habermas. (Russell, 2007; Habermas, 2010)
That growing interest in Fromm is convincingly dominated by the positive
receptions and critiques of his work, which begin with Kotakowski from the
mid-1970s and (do not) end with, among a series of numerous other examples,
the literal euphoria with Fromm on some social networks, most of which on
Twitter. Knowing the current "emergency situations" in which almost the
whole world is in due to Covid 19 pandemic, it is realistic to expect even greater
interest from the world intellectual audience in Fromm's "human situations’,
but this time "globalized" and "digitalized". This is mostly due to the already
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chronic conflict (read: class) of the real and mass/common human needs of
the majority of humanity (read: common interests), with the lies and "needs"
(read: interests) of capital and the transnational capitalist elite/class (largely
the military establishment), which is for the profit and the survival of the
wealthy minority part of humanity almost ready to question the survival of
the majority of the entire human race, but also, ultimately, of itself. (Fromm,
1980) Not to remind that it is this and such world "emergency situation" and
all its self-destructive irrationality, and the main reasons for its occurrence,
put the famous Fromm's "human situation" and its Freudian-Marxist "diag-
nosis" and conception/projection of the future again in the focus of the main
philosophical, scientific, geopolitical and even ideological interest. (Habermas,
1980; Zizek, 2009: 70-101; Sarkanjac, 1993)'

*

Kotakowski refers to Fromm's philosophical, ethical and general human-
istic views and concepts with mainly positive critical assessments. According
to him, Fromm clearly reflects the Marxist critique of the cultural situation
in the industrially developed capitalist countries, whose main feature is the
general decline of the initiative spirit and the individual responsibility of
man for himself and for the environment/community in which he lives. Here
we see the general destruction of civilization, which is mostly due to tech-
nological processes, interventions and revolutions (this time digital), and the
uncritical belief in the Promethean myth of the emancipating/liberating power
of science and technology, the benefits of which are extremely ambivalent,
having in mind above all the greatest danger to the survival of mankind and
the entire biosphere - the production of the atomic bomb and the arms race
that is gaining momentum today again. (Weizsécker, 1986; Kotakowski, 1989:
113; Skalovski, 2005: 182) However, Kotakowski notes, it is not clear enough
from his analysis why and how evil and alienation prevailed, and on what basis

' Due to the limited space on this occasion, we will attach only one part/excerpt from our
more extensive study of Erich Fromm, which will be published in its entirety elsewhere.
Namely, we will present only excerpts from the critical and concluding review of his work,
and therefore we apologize to the potential reader for a certain logical disconnection and
"jumping” on different contexts and topics, which will inevitably cause certain problems in
understanding the text. But, in the end, our intention and our possibilities in this short essay
are of informative character, and not a complete, analytical and plausible presentation of his
works, which is practically impossible due to its volume and heterogeneity. Ultimately, we just
want to "make" potential readers interested in the works of this great contemporary thinker.
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hope/expectations should be based that the healthy/ constructive forces and
tendencies in man - one day, and perhaps sooner/later - will prevail over the
sick/pathological and (self) destructive ones. Today, mostly with the help of
the mass media, we only manage to "visualize" these destructive forces, i.e. to
"aestheticize" them and quickly "forget" them. (Virilio, 2006: 111; Skalovski, 2018)

According to Kotakowski, this ambiguity of Fromm is typical of utopian
thought, which, on the one hand, claims that the ideal he describes arises
from the human nature as it really is, although it has not been realized so
far, i.e. that the man is "summoned" to live in friendship with others, and
at the same time to develop his individuality/personality. On the other hand,
Kotakowski evaluates, Fromm is aware that the so-called "Human nature" is
in fact also a normative term. Of course, the claim that people are capable of
love, solidarity, empathy is true, but it does not automatically follow that they
are the only representatives of the "true" human nature, and that in contrast
to them and unlike them, there are no people who embody different/opposite
moral and anthropological properties and qualities, which are dominated and
overcome hy the urges of hatred, intolerance, non-recognition, violence, ag-
gression, etc. In simpler/other words, it is again overestimation of the human
potentials for doing good, and underestimation of its potential for doing evil.
If it were otherwise, we would not be talking about the divisions of people,
among others, into good and bad. Thus, Kotakowski concludes, "Fromm'’s no-
tion of human nature is characterized by this characteristic ambiguity, merging
normative and descriptive ideas. Fromm, however, shares that ambiguity with
Marx and many other Marxists”. (Kotakowski, 1985: 437)

And when it comes to Marx, here is the place to mention another inaccuracy,
or perhaps his illusion, which refers to his conception of human freedom.
Probably influenced by Rousseau, and similarly to the notion of human nature,
Marx also underestimates the essence of the key "masters-servants" political
relationship developed by Hegel, namely the trans-historic conditionality of
man's need for humility, obedience, and slavery. Simply put, in other words,
Marx overestimates man's need to be free, and underestimates his need to
be a slave/subject/servant, i.e. the fact - "that not evervone wants to be free".
(Muhic, 2001: 204) (Underlined by - D.S.) (Some claim that there are whole
peoples/nations who do not want to be free!?) For the sake of truth, Fromm is
exactly that Marx’s humanist follower who with the work Escape from freedom
has managed to penetrate much deeper into the paradoxes/controversies of
the human psyche and its "free will", which in certain dangerous, insecure and
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miserable social/historical situations/circumstances force it to "voluntarily"
give up all its "freedoms and rights", and hand them over to a political leader,
in return for a shred of temporary security, comfort, and "survival," which, as
Nazism and Fascism have shown, will eventually pay dearly/bloodily, namely
with wars and mass destruction, atrocities and sufferings, tens of millions of
human lives, including his own, and with traumas and frustrations that leave
lasting and deep traces in his personal/individual and collective historical
memory.

So, going back to Kotakowski and moving on, we agree with his conclusion,
and we go a step further, believing that, basically, and although, to our knowl-
edge of Marx's works, he never explicitly said that, Marx believes that man as
a natural being is born good, but bad social (class!) conditions force him to do
evil. Ergo, with the struggle for the gradual abolition of bad/inhumane social
conditions and the gradual creation of new and increasingly humane ones, and
the phased abolition of all repressive/oppressive and authoritarian institutions,
led by the state (read: socialism as a transition/transitional phase), and their
replacement with associative, he will be de-alienated and will be returning/
return to his original, authentic, humane, "good" and "free" nature, as in his
own abandoned home thousands of years ago, his birthplace, a lost paradise
(read: communism). Ultimately, in our (and not only our!) perhaps exaggerated
assessment, this delusion/ilusion (or, if we will, ideological construction) is
an eschatological remnant of the "Christian", post-Hegelian consciousness
in Marx's materialist philosophy/interpretation of history and a number of
other Marxists, Proto-Marxists, and Proto- Hegelians. (Sarkanjac, 1993) But
let us not forget, among others, the words of Zizek: "Hegel's system is a plane
without a pilot", i.e., "a process without a subject’, or abstraction without
concretization (popularly: a forest without trees). In other words, humanism
without man, and what all the previous attempts to build "socialism with a
human face", which was supposed to be Marx's main idea, turned into. (Zizek,
2008: 413; Honet, 2019)

Similar ambiguities, dichotomies and anthropological controversies in
Fromm's thought are stated by a number of other connoisseurs and analysts
of his thought, including the most explicit Zharko Trebjeshanin, back in 1983.
(Trebjesanin, 1983) However, these controversies not only do not reduce the
relevance of his thought, but, on the contrary, make it even more attractive
and provocative/inspiring. Earlier in 1979, on the occasion of the publication
of Fromm's Marx's understanding of man in Serbo-Croatian, Obrad Savic
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spoke critically affirmatively of Fromm and his great contribution to the
development of Marxist critical anthropology and theory in general. (Savi¢,
1979: 91-94) According to Savic, Fromm is especially creditable of the great
reaffirmation of Marx(ism) as a critical science for man, because it is an
idea for such a humanistic philosophy that would be primarily interested
in the fate of man so far, and would be co-responsible for, and focused on,
predicting its different and better future. Opting for this type of philosophy,
"Fromm analyzes the historical chronicle of those events which led to Marxism
being so thoroughly misunderstood and twisted in its opposite. Of course, it is a
matter of emphasizing only some factors to which the exceptional responsibility
for the fate of constructing Marxist forgeries is attributed. The West has always
lacked an extensive Marxist culture, and Marxism has hardly been accepted as
an official and academic thought." (Savi¢, 1979: 91-92; Cuculovski, 2007)

The new and recent critical reviews and valorizations of Fromm's work are
convincingly dominated by the affirmative and the positive, by various, often
opposing, geopolitical and (multi)cultural manifestations, which shows that his
thought and its "messages" have a trans- (geo)political and trans-ideological
significance, and even astonishing universal acceptance (from Europe, USA
and Latin America, to Russia, Japan, China, etc.). (Sarkanjac, 1993; Funk, R.,/
McLaughin, 2015)

This latest global interdisciplinary acceptance and influence of Fromm
can be seen, among other things, in the growing number of international
conferences and symposia on his work. They give us nearly the most accurate
information about the widespread fields and cultural contexts of reception and
interpretation of his main ideas, and different social and cultural issues and
different filters and refractions through which his work passes in different
cultural contexts and different cultural traditions in which his theoretical
"system" of thought is more actively being read directly and critically. In doing
so, Fromm achieves a growing influence in the modern humanities and social
sciences and studies: from sociology, psychology, and psychoanalysis to phi-
losophy and the philosophical sciences, to theology and religious studies. The
general assessment is that despite some limitations, even idealistic naiveties
in his ideas, notions and visions - with some creative upgrading, modification,
expansion of reference frames and reformulation - they can be a valuable and
useful "weapon" in dealing with the solution of the problems arising from the
deep world crisis and the enormous global inequality, mass poverty, famine and
mortality, violence, aggression and genocidal wars, and the general cultural
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and axiological crisis, which led to the destruction of the environment and
climate change that apocalyptically endanger the survival of human kind and
the entire biosphere. (Funk, R.,/McLaughin, 2015)

In the domestic, Macedonian environment, apart from Ljubomir Cucu-
lovski, among others, we emphasize the good analytical and critical reviews
of Branislav Sarkanjac, whose criticism fluctuates between partial agreement
and partial disagreement with Fromm, especially from the aspect of ideolo-
gizing human consciousness and the phenomenon of internalization of the
ideology as an anthropological problem. There is also Suzana Simonovska,
and especially Slobodanka Markovska, with her master's thesis dedicated to
Fromm's work, whose critical reviews and analyses helped us a lot in prepar-
ing our review of Fromm's work. (Markovska, 1994; Sarkanjac, 1993: 190-191)

Considering his urgent relevance, his work To have or to be deserves
special attention. This philosophical-anthropological study perhaps in the
most illustrative way expresses his deep knowledge and understanding of
the critique of political economy as an ontology of the social being (Lukacs),
although Fromm modestly announces it only as a "psychology" of human living/
existence, which in its disjunctive form exists as a question to be or not in the
conditions of the capitalist system. Capitalism is a globally self-destructive
system/process, because in reality (Wirklichkeit) there is no ontologically
permanent substance, and "only processes are real", says Fromm, which is in
line with the ontological counterpart we have in the philosophical conception
of Buddhism, i.e. in Western philosophy from Heraclitus to Hegel. Capitalism
is a transient and temporary phenomenon, as are all other social and spiritual
phenomena/processes in human history and the persistent efforts to make
it exist forever are already pathological/psychognomic forms of life of cap-
italism. (Honneth, 2007:70-92)

Due to its unsolvable internal systemic contradictions - primarily eco-
nomic - capitalism as a system/process can no longer exist and survive
without endangering the existence of all mankind. As such, with the power
of historical necessity (not "free" moral choice) it must be overcome and
replaced by another/changed/improved system (concept of socialism), as the
only historical alternative that will allow existence and survival and "sus-
tainable development" of human civilization as a whole. (Fromm, 1980: 51-79)
From an ecological point of view, or from the point of view of the ecosystem,
radically and simply put, capitalism and ecology can be merged as much as
oil and water can be merged, and the phrase "sustainable development" is, in
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fact, contradictio in adjecto, because any further development/progress of
the capitalist way/system of production of material living conditions has an
imperial/postcolonial, namely "global" character, and as such it inevitably leads
to ecological self-destruction and the end of human civilization. (Allen, 2016)

In the title To Have or to Be, one can easily recognize the transposition of
the famous Hamlet Dilemma from the Shakespearean play of the same title,
which we can freely declare as a "drama over the dramas" of human existence
and humanity in general, and his endless active pursuits and wanderings to
discover the truth about oneself, and (self)cognition of the character/essence,
the meaning and appropriateness of human life, the biosphere and the totality
of the cosmos in general. In that broadest possible context of objects of philo-
sophical research into the modern conditio humana, in a word, all questions
of "life and death" are sub-summed/sublimed in a synthetic way in this work
by Fromm. However, respecting the norms for the scope of this article of ours,
which is approved/allowed to us, instead of an extensive analytical elaboration
of the ideas presented in it, as with "our" conclusion we will be satisfied with
the concluding words of Fromm himself.

"With all the explanations for the fatal human passivity in matters of life
and death, there is another one which is also the reason why I am writing
this book. I think of the standpoint that we have no alternative to the models
of corporate capitalism, social democratic or Soviet socialism or technocratic

"smiling-faced fascism." The most responsible for the popularity of this view is
the fact that there was very little effort in studying the feasibility of completely

new social models and experimenting with them. Indeed, until the problem of
social reconstruction becomes a preoccupation, even only partially, of the best

minds of science and technology, the dream will not be able to see new and

realistic alternatives. (Underlined by - D.S.)
(Fromm, 1980: 63)

For us, Erich Fromm's humanistic thought remains a great human suffer-
ing without a single drop of bloodshed, and without a single bullet fired. Yet
his words aim and strike right into our hearts or into the "human heart," as
Fromm himself names it. Fromm's works have their "soul", unlike many others
in Western thought, who due to the excessive "rationalization" of all human
and humane, and "pouring dirty water along with the healthy child", lost the
deepest and most precious humane - his soul. Without any melodrama, false
empathy, poser pathos, poetic metaphors, naive and disappointed idealistic
humanism and academic theorizing and petty-bourgeois moralization and
hypocritical "humanization" and stressing over everything, Fromm writes
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a whole shocking testimony about the huge tragedies of the 20t century.
However, despite any form of pessimistic fatalism, he does not lose faith and
hope in the possibility of building a freer, more humane and happier world,
which we, living at the turn of the 21* century, illusory expect to come true.
In Fromm's words, the Great Promise failed to come true to us, and he seeks
to find the reasons for that failure. (Fromm, 1984a: 55-64) But, moderately
poetically speaking, if this dream of a better, more beautiful and happier
world does not come true for us, then at least let it come true for our descen-
dants and all future generations, because as much as it is necessary - on top
of all good and bad historical experiences so far - for man to finally get rid
of the illusions of a possible better world, it is just as illusory to expect that
man in the future will be able to live and survive without new "illusions", as
its uncontested rights, freedoms and responsibilities, and which would be
beyond all previous illusions. (Fromm, 1984b) It is difficult to be predicted and
assumed, but I think that the work of Erich Fromm gives such an optimistic
vision without illusions and unrealistic expectations, being, alas, just another
of the many unfulfilled human desires, longings, hopes, promises and dreams
for a better and happier life. Ultimately - and in the spirit of the positive utopian
energy that is missing (has gone) today, and without which man can’t live and
survive - nothing ever comes true, to people who never dream of anything.
This optimism is all the more important at a time when freedom is an illusion
and democracy is a farce, and the level of the general intellectual, moral and
political state has never been lower in the modern history of world civiliza-
tion and culture. But on the other hand, with all the risk of being declared
dictators and conspirators of the "strong hand" and endangering human rights
and freedoms, and with the aspiration to be philosophers who are "critics of
everything that exists" (Marx) - including ourselves - the question of the risk
of total/unlimited freedom remains unavoidable, namely without any limits,
norms and rules of responsibility (read: nihi lism), as well as the question
of "too much" democracy, which even in Plato provoked explicit opposition?!
(Skalovski, 2005) But these are chronically "sensitive" questions that open a
new Pandora's Box, and as such we will leave them for another occasion, when
we would not be talking about Erich Fromm.

But in order not to be rightly accused of too much poetic sighs, and too
much emotionalism, sentimentality, and even irrationalism and too much
criticism, we end this part of the review of Erich Fromm with his findings and
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assessments, which should be "Rationalist", i.e. transtemporal step beyond
the limits and limitations of their "spirit of time" (Zeitgeist):

"The process of revision of an author, which distinguishes the essential and

the new from the random, time-conditioned elements, is itself a product of a

certain historical period that influences the interpretation. In this creative in-
terpretation, the creative and valid elements are again mixed with time-limited

and random. The revision is simply not right, just as the original is not simply
wrong." (Underlined by - D.S.)

(Fromm, 1984c: 4)

This and such a conclusion is even more important for us if we manage to
know diachronically and synchronously the situation we found ourselves in
the vear of 2020 on the occasion of the Covid 19 pandemic, and because of
which before its calendar end we can qualify it as one of the turning years in
the history of civilization, primarily in terms of how it will be governed, how it
will be manipulated/deceived, and how man/humanity will be controlled and
exploited in the future. (Zinovjev, 1991: 21-25) Because if already now man does
not resist and if he obediently carries out the orders for "life under masks and
visors", and at a distance that will continue to increase interpersonal alien-
ation/miscommunication/socialization, it is easy to assume that its biological
and "mental" reproduction is definitely and deliberately called into question.
(Fritzhand & Donev, 2020) In fact, it is too obvious that the "placement" of
the Covid 19 pandemic is in someone's profitable interest. So, more than 40
years after Fromm wrote these lines, we have to ask ourselves which of his
ideas are pioneering and anticipatory (both utopian and dystopian, such as
the current pandemic), and which are merely expressions of time and space
limited reference frame? (Funk, R.,/McLaughin, 2015) Because it is worst
when we hastily, recklessly/thoughtfully and prematurely declare someone's
ideas and concepts completely obsolete (mostly due to ignorance and the
influence of ideological derivations, stereotypes and prejudices), and we will
throw them into the dump of history, and already in the next new historical
"human situation" we will realize late that we have made - and still do - big
mistakes. (Honet, 2019) Great minds are such just because they are able almost
all the way to accurately predict the situations in which man/mankind vet
will find itself (manage); states that his mind will still have to/must reflect
and interpret correctly, if he wants to succeed in directing the development
of humanity to the right path that will enable and ensure existence/survival
and prosperity in the future, too, because otherwise - there will be no future.
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(Jonas, 1981; Skalovski, 2005) Erich Fromm's thought, with all the limitations
that self-understandably every individual mind has, is a paradigmatic example
of such an always relevant, current/anticipatory and powerful thought.

And when all this, which we have presented and commented on in this
review of the work of Erich Fromm so far, is located in a technological civi-
lization, and is co-placed and opposed to everything that genetic/biological
engineering does today, then we open a new Pandora's Box of posthuman/
ethical dilemmas, challenges, temptations, (ir)responsible risks, unknowns
and uncertainties that it has vet to face - in Kant's language - the critique
of the Practical mind of man. (Jonas, 1974/1980; Skalovski, 2005) On top of
this, it must be emphasized that Kant's ethical imperatives certainly remain
indisputable and valid, but they are like ethical reflections and articulations
insufficient to prescribe new ethical imperatives/rules/norms, and whose
need arises from the new ethical conditions in which man finds himself under
the dictatorship and oppression of the scientific-technological civilization,
and its always new, justified and unjustified, necessary and unnecessary,
innovations and infinite "perfections”, which definitely bring into question
our traditional representation of ourselves, the "big picture" of man as such,
to which we have become "accustomed" in the last few centuries of modern
humanistic/holistic philosophy and culture. Those “needs” of hers - real and
imagined - are dictated by the interests of capital/profit, not by the real/
realistic needs of man, and which, as such, not only instill no moral and
humanistic optimism, but they dangerously and self-destructively "smell" of
definitive global self-destruction, as anticipated by increasingly frequent crises
of all kinds, including the current Coronavirus pandemic, which is just one of
the consecutive that we should expect in the future. Thus, they will have to
be constantly revised and supplemented with "critiques of the digital mind
(Nonevski), as part of the broader "Critique of the virtuous mind" (Skalovski)
and, finally, with critiques of the global conditio humana of all mankind.
(Skalovski, 2015: 5-14; Nonevski, 2018: 67-108) Only from the position of such
freedom and such right to constant and always new reading/interpretation,
expansion of the outdated reference frames, and constant discursive addition,
depending from the needs of new life situations, we can argumentatively talk
about the need for constant re-actualization and philosophical reaffirmation
of the critical thought heritage of Erich Fromm. The bottom line, not only in
terms of Fromm, but in general, especially in a time when "the very philosophy
has become a problematic tackle" (Gadamer), and not to mention science at
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all, just with such a "general" cognitive method of understanding, the study
of history! of human thought will retain its appropriateness and meaning for
the future. (Gadamer, 1984: 165-177; Honneth, 2019/2015) Ultimately, beyond
philosophy and the possibility of talking about "pure philosophy" today, it would
be useful to conclude that Fromm's work proves the possibility for a certain
theological critique/prognosis of the social-psychological consequences of
the scientific-technical revolutions. (Babosov, 1973: 64-103)

However, it was the urgent need to understand the philosophical-ethical
dilemmas prompted by the development of biotechnological and genetic
research and experiments that gave rise to the new ethical discipline - bio-
ethics. One of its priorities is caring for the moral and social implications of
bio-medical research and technological innovations and genetic engineering in
general. "In that sense, human life itself, in all its phases, is an area of application
of bioethics - starting from the very conception of life, its development and the
end of life." (Simonovska, 2006: 674; Temkov, 1999; Donev, 2018: 127)

And when we speak about the end of life, or the phenomenon of death, it
is luck (or misfortune, as you like it) that man cannot become immortal, as
we are warned and reminded by the "prophetic" words of Fromm: "Man can
become like God, but he cannot become God." (Fromm, MMVIIL: 71) In another
way, if it was otherwise, even with the help of biotechnology and genetic en-
gineering, who knows what would come to do in his/her already far-twisted
Mind, which is the main creator of all today's runaway world (Giddens), and
guided by the postulate that Giinther Anders formulated as early as 1956: "Do
not leave unapplied anything that is applicable." (Horkheimer, 1988; Anders,
1985: 18; Giddens, 2003; Simonovska, 2006: 671; Davchev, 2020) We are not
adherents of the logic of absurd conditional questions such as "what if", but
we dare to believe that - based on everything we have read from Erich Fromm
- he would agree with a postulate that could roughly read: "All human ideas
are applicable except the idea of immortality." But to make the absurd even
greater, we can add: All human ideas are applicable, even the inapplicable ones,
but if and only if - someone's mortality or immortality will bring - profit. (Zizek,
2008; Skalovski, 2010: 189-200)
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