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THE BERAT TRADITION OF THE HOLY SEVEN APOSTOLIC DISCIPLES

UDK  27-36:2-5:[271.22(497.7)"15/16”

Abdiract

he cult of the Holy Seven Apostles developed as a local cult within
the diocese of the Ohrid Archbishopric. Tracing its beginnings to the
post-Byzantine period, the cult of the seven equal-to-the-apostles
Slavic enlighteners found its expression in both the artistic and literary
traditions of the archbishopric. Available and known facts indicate that
the group of saints, consisting of the Holy Brothers Cyril and Methodius and their
disciples, gradually took on 1ts seven-member composition toward the end of the
l6th and beginning of the 17th century. However, at this stage, the group still

lacked a specific name and distinct cult.

The situation changed towards the end of the 17th century when, in the
southwestern regions of the Ohrid Archbishopric, the saints received the common
name “EntapiOpot,” meaning “Seven-Numbered Ones,” for which the earliest
- evidence can be found in the Short Vita of St. John Vladimir from 1690.' The aim
of this research is to uncover and present the earliest traces of the shared cult of
the Holy Seven-Numbered Ones, preserved in the southwestern areas of the Ohrid

- Archbishopric, specifically in the Berat Diocese.

Sources for this cult can be divided into artifacts, written records, and oral
"arratives, The Berat cult of the Seven-Numbered Ones represents an intersection
| Or .fusion of two primary traditions: the oral, existing as local folklore, and the
Written, based on the hymnographic works of the Ohrid archbishops Theophylact,

Dl:jnitrios Chomatianos, and Constantine Kavassilas, dedicated to Saints Clement
a1d Naum

o y
YO T " ; v Ceern Josan BliaiuMmup,
‘o ABET ’ : : VLY - YWCKH, UBCTH JA
Xaj “‘)l’paq,,l},u KOBCKM, Bukrop Heaeckn, AJiekcatiap ‘lllgl\u‘ LMI [LLOA, 2016, 48.
U8 —Xumnorpadmja — nxonorpaguja. Crorje: CAC Ha i A, «
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Among the preserved artifacts, particular atteqtion 1S drawn 10 the
i uar‘ics an;i the relics housed within .them, which serve 3ag the mat:;
relig urce of the local cult (Figures 1-6). Metropolitan Anth

» ion and SO : .
foundatiC ion the reliquary containing the relics of Saing

\lexoudis was the first to menti . | .
z}o:zd and Angelarius in 1868". The eighth chapter of his book begins With g

“The Diocese of Velegrad, within its embrace, holds the relics of Sy
hered Ones, who peacefully pasus:

he Seven-Numbered Ones were new
1ocese he governed.® That js why he

words:
Gorazd and Angelarius of the Seven-Num

awav here...”™ For Metropolitan Anthimos, t
apostles who Christianized the lands of the ¢
refers to them as “equal-to-the-apostles.”

Following him, the relics were also mentioned by Golubinsky?, gafw
Jagi¢’, and Novakovic®, while early researchers such as Balaschev?, Tupjckir
and Snegarov'' questioned their authenticity. Erich Trapp was the first to draw

a parallel between the hymnographic tradition expressed in the Berat Liturgicy
Book, which will be discussed later, and the Berat reliquaries. Highlighting two

paragraphs from the Liturgical Book, he concluded that: “Although it seems that
the relics of the seven saints, venerated as the city’s patrons, have always beg
honored in Berat, it 1s more likely that this is a matter of propaganda and loc.

political fiction.”"?

2 Avbuyog AL£Z0DdTS, LOVTOpOG io*ropl'm‘] reprypagn g Tepac Mntponéicmg Beheypaddv kuiri;
VRO TV AVEDUATIKY QTS dikatodociay LRAYOUEVNS yOpag. NOv mpdTov cuvtaylsioa kal idiok
;rgzug.;u;ﬁc?m'] 21:):‘009810(1 o 100 Mntporolitov Beheypadav AvBinov A. AleZovdn (Ev Kepripe,
Jo 12—11D.
3. H n!::::ap‘/)q Beleypadmy KATEZOUO £V T0lg KOATOIG abTiic Tar iepi Asivava TV Te £v airi
:;Q‘Wl.a'rgm &v glpnvy Griov ['opacdmvoe kai Ayyelapiov €k TV ‘EntapiOuwv Aisfovdng
~UVTOUOC I0TOPIKT) ZEptypagr, 112-113
;_1 A(;:;ovolq;, Zuvtopog iotopuxm neptypagn, 119,
e Oﬁg"x Opazia u Aturs:lapux B bearpane anGanckom mm bepare, B Tamouineit kadeapasHoi
Qmpoxacﬁ : Bxé%cn UepKBH (Eprenmii T'omyGuncknii, Kpatkmii oyepk mcropun npaBociasiby
!?‘,3 1 659 ArapckoH, Cepbekoit m PymblHCKOI HTH Monno-Banamckoii, Mocksa: Yuus. T,
?;;Tf‘; 9] ozef Safafik. Rozkvét slovanské literatury v Bulharsku. Sebrané spisy, dil 3. Praha, 1865,
7 Barpocaas Sr | 3
g C‘:LPZSJ;’;; i’:”* }}“Tﬁpﬂﬂ cepdo-xopparckoii ‘mteparypel. Kazanp: Yuus, tun., 1871, 52.
Ter fﬂ:ll Sin OBH ’-' PEH OCHOBH CIIOBEHCKE KIbHAKEBHOCTH Melly GaakaHCKHM CIIOBEHIME
9 T'eopri B;'L,zg;\é:;p-‘ I'.‘ }‘Qcap"'- beorpay: Cpicka Kpamencka axanemuja, 1893, 41.
vanmma, Hanmcano B;LT&%ZOJ“WPI&IWP& Kpatko prosozcrso 3a Cpe/IHH M CrieLHal!
- X - A, 1COJ0poB. 11108 “
;{a}xa H KHWAHMHE, |5, 1898, 8 b BB, 1896%, CGopuuk 3a HapoaHM yMOTBOPCHI,
0 Huxox; ' uii Ca K
y$ron . iyn, CB.- N 1E > -
11 Msan Crerg -~ 1P- Lepruesoii Jlaspel, 1913, 146
‘ POB. ., brarapckusr nnpeoyvun C ’ Sy iinoct)”
' “t wW o 4HTCH CB, K > c1) -
I:‘-f—ﬂfj.h.fh Ha CY. Borocaoecky (i)axv."lfer?; 1927 25(1)\ e Uxpsnexd (OKusor i IS
S.';._ - sieht nun SO aus, als wiiren in Berat Reli’u,', .d' , : _ die ja als
chutzheilige der Stadt bezeichnet werden, docl duien dieser Sieben verehrt worden, di¢ ]
CIN¢ propagandistische Iokalparri()liscthFi’kt % 1}15[ e wahrscheinlicher, da es sich hier bloBl:?
" Ger liturgischen Dichtung®. Analec B /[_'O",““dd[ (Erich Trapp. , Die sieben Slavenapos
g a Lollandiana ()0, 1982, 477

06

of Metrop© ™ di d i
! e the reliquary has.nOW Isappeared, and the relics are Kept in an ordinary
y  chest. Kisas writes: Their remains rest in the Metropolitan Church of the

.pormition of the Virgin® (1797), in a silver-plated reliquary. The inner side of its
idis decorated with relief figures of the Holy Seven Apostles. On the outer side of

the lid, the following inscriptions are found:

, EITPOIEYONTOZ TOY KYPIOY / K. BEBETZKA (left side)

, AATTIANAIE TOY KAGEAPIKOY NAOY KOIMHIEQS OEOTOKOY
AKPOITOAEQE / BEPATIOY EII APXIEPATEIAS TOY MHTPOITIOAITOY
BEAETPAAQN KYPIOY / AN®IMOY. ETOX 1885 N(O)E(M)BPIOY 11.

(center)
o AIA XEIPOZ TABPIHA / A. TIPANIQTOY / 1885 NOEMBPIOY 11. (right

side)»”
Father D. Kalev'* (Figures 2-4) mentions that the reliquary contains iron
shoes with relics inside them, which, according to tradition, belonged to Saint

Gorazd. Kalev provides a photograph of the relics, showing two metal shoes
along with other relics. The two shoes are almost 1dentical in size and shape. The

lower part is made of wood, while the upper part i1s metal. They are decorated
with symmetrical floral ornaments, and the central part i1s adorned with a cross.

The ornaments attached to the cross symbolize tools associated with Christ’s
martyrdom, such as a spear and a vinegar-soaked sponge.

Although both reliquaries are similar, differences exist in the ({ecomtiog
of the shoes. One shoe bears an inscription reading: "ETOX 1823 AIIOZ

AITE+AAPIOE AQIEPOMAI126 IKONOMOY127 (YEAR 1823 SAINT

ANGE+LARIUS DEDICATED BY ECONOMOS) .(Figure 5). This insﬁcriptior;
contradicts the tradition that the shoes belonged to Saint Gorazd, as at least on 0

them is identified as belonging to Saint Angelarius.
T . tion of the Virgin (1797) in a
13, Their relicts lie i ’ hurch of the Dormition of the Vurgin (757 F ¢

Their relicts lie in the town’s metropolitan C e e inside with the rel ef figures of the Holy

silver-coped wooden reliquary, the lid of whichisd »OIEYONTOE TOY
’ . . s s * OI”:\ Oi\ TO...
ing inscriptions: Egl\T‘I\\OY KOIMHIEQS

Heptarithmoi. The exterior of the lid bears the follow
KYPIOY /K. BEBETZKA (on the left); AATTANAIZ TOY M\@EQP‘[ TOY MHTPOITOAITOY
9EOTOKOY AKPOIIOAEQS / BEPATIOY EIN APXIEPATEIAZ % (in the middle); AIA
SEAETPAAQN KYPIOY / ANOIMOY. ETOE 1883 N(O)E(,‘\”Bplmlh’ right)* (Sotiris Kissas.
AEIPOX TABPIHA / A. TIPANIQTOY / 1885 NOEMBPIOY “';-(Osn[l;alkiﬂ « from Ninth to the
E_Rﬁ‘prcscntations of Greek and Slav Saints from the C cqn.tral and Westen
I2hteenth Century*, Cyrillomethodianum, 11, 1987: 230. Codbis: CHHOIIHO HAAATEACTEO,
14 H“‘;!Hpr Kanes. Cp. I'opai — cIaBHCKH MPOCBETHTEL. opus:
6.

—
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PR T K - tion of two icons associated with th: i
Kisas also proy ides a description © | | thisi
The first ;COH painted by Jovan Chetiri, 1S daFed b.) Ruseva to 1812“18]411%
¢ firs , rt of the 1conostasis (Fig. 7). In the Upper parg a?di

0

: n the southem pa : .
B f the Seven Apostles are deplcfed, while the lower part Ulustry b
Gorazd and Angelarius, portrayed as monks lying nt:;

lized depiction of the city of Berat."” The secong i L)
her Adam Christou of Samarina in 1873 and feamr:‘:

ioon, five ©
Dormition of Sants
each other within a sty
painted by the jconograp
same composition (Fig. 8).

When discussing the iconographic heritage of the Seven Apostleg g
territory of present-day Albania, it is important to mention the research of Rali.
Ruseva.'® She conducted a significant review and concluded that the geng

iconographic scheme for this group of saints was established in the secong halfof

the 18th century.'” Ruseva attributes the widespread presence of this Compositigy
in the iconographic programs of churches in the Muzakia region, which is
the Berat Diocese, to the efforts of Berat Metropolitans Joasaph I (1 752“1760)3nd

Joasaph 11 (1765-1801).'% |

Although 19th- and early 20th-century researchers primarily debated th.
authenticity of the relics, what is of greater importance to us 1S the fact that the
very presence of the relics in Berat served as the initial catalyst for the emergenc
of this cult and the motivation for composing the Berat Liturgical Book for the

Holy Seven Apostles (Fig. 9).

(l;:\lt t;))e fﬁmillf"f Pf 1}11? tiilhurch’s sanctuary screen there is an icon dating from 1812- I8}4
*\ngelianus bcl‘zm,“[lﬁe };fte(; repem?eonlf\;faespmndg?l iabove 'the Doxir]mtlon of St Gorasdus and &
Berar (Kissas, , Representations of Greek, 250). ying next to each other in a replica of towan
;{61 {fz‘ngiar? fesa, »HOBH 1aHHH 32 H300pasHTeIHUA KyIT KbM CB. Ce/1MOYHC/IEHHIIH NPe3 XVII-
17 Howes erp gzﬂm *l‘)ict’;ipeﬂ?ﬂﬂa AnGanns™, [Ipobnemu Ha uskycTBoto, 45 (2012): 25.

Seven Apostles is in the S .en\mto consideration that the oldest joint representation of t
dedicated to the scene of tl;méca,l lonastery from 1612. The entire southern wall in the narthexs
siace the iourcs'ate. olnced o e"lAPOStleS. Ruseva refuses to accept that this is a composition
(Pixaiia Proesa: KOEﬂ(ﬁﬂ ontally and she believes they are not compositionally connected
BCK H3 TEPHTOPHATA Ha CBB {HATA Ha cBeTHTE CenMOYHCICHHIM B NIAMETHHIIMTE OT XVII-XIK
i o K mitiaetoe O "Jmpe.\:eﬂna Anbanns®, Ourei, 6 (2014), 8: 83; Paanua Pycesa, ,,00pas
(XIV-XIX Bex)~, ﬁgcnle 3; I%:xﬁﬁ?f%m H3KYCTBO Ha TEPHTOPHATA HAa ChBPEMCHHA AnGans
sex. Coma: Veue. man-so, 2016, 498. ay#0H 3a cB. Kmnment Oxpuacku, micann ot X 10

’ Bb .\ ;
Ba710 3 {OAHOCT I'd TOBRa ‘MaCOBO, anCbCI‘BHC H p

UCPATCKHTE MUTPONOIMTH Y
E‘b;.laﬁa EPBHAT HM lp\'n’o?san,;?:mpm"ﬂmf‘c:&m’_ﬂ"ﬁ (1736-1751 — 6.m., E.3.), o umeTo BpeMe &
3" (Pycesa, Komnosmumsra na cBemrepéBm Ha ManacTHpa Apaennua (ot 1744 . — 03
eAMOYHCIeHHIM™, 92) i ,[...] MHAHBHAYAIHIT
6CTaBa‘r NOMY/ISAPHH Ha TePHTOPHATA Ha Al
PA3MTE MM ca BKIIOYEHH B OOIIHTE KOMIO3

XpHJ Ka B o0nactra My3zakns u bepar — M
p TO UCHTBD Ha TexHHA KynT™ Ve ”y OGpassT s FC’B. I

- Berat (Venetian) Liturgical Book is the earliest recor
’ 19 - p ‘ .
,altof the Holy Seven Apostles.™ This early printed liturgical wor 1 Biii e
Tﬁmwfa o dryloov Kt iGuROGTOAGY Extts Dootfipuy tie Bovi:pupia g A‘Z;’ s
oo {00010V, Kinpevio, Naoby, Topdodovo, Arreiapion ko ;A&m:
a

: q .
(L“Uﬂnc (:yrﬂ,P“kﬂfK]iﬂﬁi‘:nerneTn,anLHTL(chazd,;Mngekuhxiznxisava)

mlm;ﬁfii .
The Liturgical Book has been published three times. The first edition

ed in 1986 in t.he teng\ vol}lme of the Greek Association for Slayic Studies
eries Qvrillozzzgtlzodzfzirlzlnz° , wl?lle the second edition was published in 2013 by
konstaﬂtinos Nl]lqutls- : The Liturgical Book Was most recently republished in
Bulgaria by E\fg.enly Zashev-. The date of the service was determined thanks to the
Greék Byzantinist Manousos Manousakas, wh(? suggested that the typographical
watures Of the print mdl'cate 1t was produced mﬂVenice, where merchants from
MoschOP(’] is had settled in the early 18th century®.

Today, scholars have. rejected .the opinion that this service was composed
- Oth century by Prince Boris-Michael*. K. Nihoritis highlights that
wn author of the liturgy used the works of the Ohrid Archbishops
t, Dimitrios Chomatianos, and Constantine Kavassilas, written in
Clement and Naum of Ohrid®. Erich Trapp shares a similar view,
are multiple textual correspondences with printed Menaia as well
ly composed services for Saints Clement and Naum. The Austrian
hat the second canon, whose acrostic is not preserved in
dered an original part of the liturgical work™.

3p963

in th
the unkno
Theophylac
honor of Saints
qoting that there
15 with previous
Byzantinist emphasizes
he final troparia, should be consl

10 For more basic information about this Liturgical Book, see: Koucra}mu.xosqﬂfmomm{c_.
C1aBHCTHYHH M OBArapHCTHYHH POYHBAHHA. Beamnko Toproso: ITpaxcc, 2003, 32-34; .f\.qdre!
Skoviera, Svati slovanski sedmopocetnici (Bratislava: Slovensky komitct slavistov ’blavufxck}
istav Jana Stanislava SAV, 2010), 159-161; Kovetavivog Nyopin), Or dyor Kopudog xat
Medodoc. O mvevpatikog Plog xat o TOAMTIGHOS TV ?.laB(’ov.. OeooUAOVINT: éi::upg}o\_gx{uﬂxz][:
2013, 272-289; Caasus bppanesa. Cyrillo-Methodiana et Varia Mediaevalia. Codus: K.

FAH, 2019, 279-282.

20 Sotinis Kissas. ,,Acolouthia o
319-351.

21 Niyopime. Ot @yrot Kvpurog Ka
32 Esrenn 3ameB. beparckara namer 3
234, .
23 Mavovsog Mavovoaxag. ITpocHixat kat GUUTAT|POCELS E15
E. Legrand®. 'Ernetpig Meoaiovikod ApyELov 7. 1957, 61.
24 The most zealous advocate of this thesis 18

K2 IPBUKH e3uK oT Muxam1 Monax ot IX Bex™. Tpy hecx=
lysenckn yunpepcuter ,,Enmmckon Koncrantne [Ipeciasc ’

’ ; 2502 OK =
Kpserasios. , Capsuexust nammmcect  Cod. Vat. f._{r.:DO.l;-I I,Ia\lpﬁ(bﬁ’z\i\ 0. J0GHIeeH ¢
MIiCHS, HTAN0-GBIrapcKa e i AKCHOMa 33 E3HRA TPIANL : c 277

L4 Mc*‘. &
‘F.C}T{ Ra 60-rommHIHaTa Ha Tpod. A.QHIH. APHCTO TpenaadH108. [y
23 Hixopurie, CnasieTiuny i OBIrapueTHIRM, 22- ;
o . ’ B - N 20PN ' rdenc N
26 ,Ein Teil des Werkes freilich muB als selbstindig finggi;lzﬁit\“q OF AITEA.
mit der in den SchufBstrophen nicht cingchaltencq‘:\krgstu ¢ All
'OPAZAONL* (Trapp, ,,Die sieben Slavenapostel”, 478)

f Seven Saints, Venice ¢. 17207 Cyrillomethodianum 10, 1986,

1 Me06dtog, 503-367.

a cB. CeAMOUHCICHHIIH. Codus: KMHIIL-BAH, 2024, 199-

TV EAAVIKIY Bifioypaiav o0

AQ




Following detailed analyses of the acrostic i the original it
g ntity of the author, Michae] M n
" “}l

discussions regarding the ide ‘

at the end of the acrostic, the author of the canon and compj 105
| er

of

roical Book has been identified as Michael Ipischiotes, [BiShOP
-~ Of?]

7 Thus. this work was composed around 172( just bef
’ e Ore

he structure of the work follows the Jerusalem Typik
neludes small and great vespers as well as matins. The matins service COon ang
three canons: the first 1s Marian, composed in Tone I by Theodore Laskar_“fams
‘< in Tone IV and is dedicated to Saints Gorazd and Angelariys: als(i the
ven Apostles, is an adaptation of Chol;at?an:)h?

g

dng

extensive
pame appears

the Berat Litu :
Gora (ca. 1690-1780)°

its printing In Venice. T

second
third. dedicated to the Holy Se

canon for Saint Clement™.
Textual analysis reveals that the Berat Liturgical Book is a Compilay;
dllop

of reworked earlier hymnographic works and an original canon for Saints G
| orazd

and Angelarius.

During its composition, members of the esteemed Berat family Papge
likely contributed certain information, and the printing of this service bookpas
financed at their expense. Notably, in the Berat service book, the date set fo o
ce!ebmtion of the Seven Apostles is November 26, the day after the winter fe L
Saint Clement of Ohrid. This differs from the later Moscopole service book f; iy
Seven Apostles, which designates July 17 as their celebration date. It is im i
to highlight that these two traditions coexisted for nearly half a centu pbOr;ant
the t.“omler gave way to the latter. Another striking fact 1s that in the Mrg/sc : Olre
service book for the Seven Apostles, printed in 1741, neither the relics nor thgi?t;

of Berat are mentioned.

27 For more details '
- of the authorship of t ' identi
Egp?r TS ke 4T 7T p of the service and the identity of the author, see: 3ames,
b ra . iC 1 e 4 ¢
.\'ny_mpigg;"([))l a;:g?‘;(]v‘s):?)‘ 3'33503‘;:4' ‘,9 478; Huxoputuc, CnaBucTiduu ¥ GbirapucTiyi, 33,
cs. Kamment Ha 1-u rmac®, [o; H“‘ = 6010¢, 276; Benera Casopa. ,,XoMaTHaHOBHAT KaHOH 3
Liemsp 33 s wHuK Ha Coguiickust ynusepenrer ,,C. Kimment OXpHcki’
29 This is vident from the text e ddod co et ~Mean Jlyitues® 99/18, 2017, 513-517.
orintedin Venice: which rea‘&z a : Td to thetlgle Bcgarcxoro nocneposanme [Berat Liturgical Book).
t@v Kupiov, Avépéov Hand ?S ollows:,,Nov mpitov rurwbsioa, cuvepyeie Empehsig Kol durdT
VUKIy avtdv ommpiavl %Pt(ggu‘?(’)(z);}i)oga;{a’ Kai 7@V vidv avtod NikoAdov, Kai Avaotagiov, o1
WO, IRyl " VT 01 £Y0V ] ) cal (301’8
Toug PnOﬂ’Yta', ayiovg matépac, &' Gk avm Ayt V,M,TP‘SI ExovoT AVTIAMTTOPUS Kal TPOTTETE
APOTEPOV E£1xE GOAAUGTOV xsf,o pav avtOy evidfeiay. Awopbmbeioa 68 oG £QIKTOV, £E O
printed edition with the co’llabg Ytl?a(PlK(x).\'. OVIOV TOV IPOTOTHAMV KUl TETEAUIOUEVOV. (‘Finst
Joannis Pappas and his sons Nik:) al Jgﬁ’aﬁg'f{"g and expenses of Messrs. Andreas Pappas [s0n of
}o tl:}cxr hpr;wland whose representatives an(;1 ?)Sattlsos o th}e salvation of their souls. It is degtil
or their infinite pietv rons are the afore ANE OWI
inite piety. Previous errors have been correct (tlu aforementioned Do) fathers, 22 als
ed as much as possible since the ongh

were handwritten and old.”)

70

The prime

of saints 15 . .
¢ Service Book.” When shaping the image of the Holy Seven Apostl
: postles,

ims to define both the signified and the signifier through the Jinon:
i E rap10po! (“Heptanthmqt”). The group consists of three pfﬁrs ?fegg?gtmstic
e ndividual saint; ilﬂ{iﬂgc%d In a certain hierarchy. Leading the gToL; nts and
st eachers, Saints Cyr.ll and Methodius, followed by the Ohrid saint pc?f e the
who have their own cults and feast days. Then come the “Beiat”z?‘c?t

Ints

gelarij, and finally, Saint Sava.

particular attention is drawn to the Berat tradition related to Saints G
and Angelarij, whose veneration forms the foundation of the cult c;fnthS Sorazd
Saints in the region of the Berat Diocese. Saints Gorazd and Angelarij w e ‘dgven
ples of the Slavic first teachers, Saints Cyril and Methodius, as cJonf?;zeclir:;t

disc!
ceveral sources. Unfortuqatel y, the information in these sources is limited. In 2 2010
study dedicated to the relics of Saint Gorazd in Berat, researcher D. Ches‘hmedZiev

-onducted a detailed analysis of the sources mentioning the saint™. These include:

The Extensive Life of Saint Methodius from the late 9th century

The Extensive Life of Saint Clement of Ohrid by Theophylact '

|1th — early 12th century) . ilprolvebrening. o
The Catalogue of Bulgarian Archbishops (12th century)

The Short Life of Saint Clement of Ohrid by Demetrios Chomatianos (early

[3th century)
The Greek Service Book for Saint Clement of Ohrid by Demetrios Chomatianos

(early 13th century)
* The Short Life of Saint Cyril (13th century)

* The Synodicon of Tsar Boril (1211)
* The Canon for Saint Naum by Saint Constantine Kavasilas (1355-1360)

The Pochaev copy of On the Letters by Chernorizets Hrabar (16th century)

rovides the most detailed analysis.
CriaBHCTHYHM H OBJITapUCTHYHH,

ames, beparckara namet, 783-91.
(bepar)™, Slavica Slovaca

30 This topjc i<

See: T:at;;);l)) 'Cg,addresscd by Trap and Nichorotis, and Zashev p

3-34; Nyaop e sieben Slavenapostel®, 475-479; HuxopTHc,

31 o Yo pImg, Ot @yor Kopudrog ket Melodroc, 270-290; 3
meukmes, ,,Moutmte Ha cs. [opasa B berpat AnOaHCK
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(16th century)
The depiction of the Seven Saints in the Church of the Holy Mothe, £
the Slivnik Monastery (1612) Ot Gog,

The Third Prologue Life of Saint Cyril (17th century)

The list concludes with the Moscopole Service Book for the Seven Sy
published by Grigoris Konstantinidis in 1742. However, the earlier Berat (Ve o
Service Book for the Seven Saints from 1720 is omitted. Most of these Snetnan)
glso mention Saint Angelarij. The joint mention of Saints Gorazd and AHOUrcef
In -ninc out of thirteen sources does not provide sufficient basis to link thegelanJ
pair with a common medieval cult. Additionally, the sources offer no hisltm?sa
connection between these saints and the city of Berat. The fate of Saint G0nca1
after the captivity in Moravia remains unknown, while Saint Angelarij de(riaz.d
Pliska shortly afier the arrival of Cyril and Methodius’ disciples in the szllkz:;s .

| There is no evidence confirming the existence of a medieval cult dedicate
to either of the two disciples of Saints Cyril and Methodius. As D. Che$med;ie
gorrectl)'.notcs, the chronology of the sources indicates that the memory of Goral;;
“was maintained approximately until the mid-13th century and then disappeared
only to be. revived in the 16th century,” and this memory “was not cultic,” The,
same.ap.phes to Angelari). The association of Gorazd with Ohrid likely sterﬁs from
the s.lmnlarity in the sound of the names “Gorazd” and “Erasmus.” It is now
considered proven that there is neither a church nor a monastery dedicated to Saint
Gorazd near Berat or Ohrid. However, near Lake Ohrid, along the road from Ohrid
to Struga, stands an ancient basilica dedicated to Saint Erasmus of Ohrid, who s

locally known as “Saint Razmo.”

oty

;;;:LS\:OL 11?2:\' E,’(l:(;:!eéigo:.é;ff‘el”'lm ]"9%_ glagoz.um CBCTHH, IMMCAHH HA OXPHICKO HApEHHE C rphIKD
slaves (ceamounc 'ICHHUIIJI t:'r;1 1p104101) 29; Cvetan Grozdanov. ,,La composition des scpt S13
e O,Ilfesc'xu cn;i;g;; 7 760 (;!p; lpol) dans Ia peinture de I‘archevéché d‘Ohrid®. Kupui®-
cs. Epazim O‘p;’ dec (-&-) W), &) —41. Also: boiika Mupuesa. ,,Hsakon Genexkn 3a KyIra Kb
66 muoTess - Caico. Ko ?P-‘”’K‘;*\“) M ClaBanCcKaTa My ciykGa B prromic Ne 122 o1 Hapoar?
CGopHHK B qezT H-a "- Oflip L(;)H I/;fromm B Codua®. Buarapcka ¢uionorqyecka Memigmwnm
TEpHOBO, 2006 799{)37 ].:1}.50.;1. deau X::pa.na.\muen no cay4aii 60-roauuHus My 100HICH, ?c.:ulm
M3TOYHATA M 'saf'lz;,:mara.-T ’a' “:1;21 “ lép 4eBa. , Kyaret kem cB. Epazem OXpuackH ((I)Op.\mHCl\ll)'
anTpononorus. Uskver P ’1 A, CBETUM M CBeTH MecTa Ha bankannte. 2. Mctopui. KyarypH
= 97 lorus. MI3kyCTBO3HAHHC. Marepuamior Meskaynaponnara kondepenims, Copns [4-10

Hu 2012 ., Codusa, 2013, 67-79. epeHIIHA, ,

PV, > -
3: Hemmepxues, ,,Momute Ha cs. opa3n®, 140,

17

The Tale of the Translation of the Sacred Scripture from the Hilanday M \J
'y

yritien cources and prt‘l‘.SCl'VCd aftlfacts lead to the conclusion that the cyff of
g (GOrdZ and Angelarij sprc?ad in Berat dtfrmg the 18th and 19th centyri

Gaint> 1t is undoubtedly post-biographical, with a mixed popular and it &
fhis Clan s based on the aforementioned relics. These relics are assolc?r?r(}jl
ong”:i)c adition of discovering the remains of Saints Gorazd and Anéclar? i

MthC o of the AssumptiOI} otjthc Virgin Mary in Balshi (Glavinica) and tlie’ir;
the o to Berat. This event is linked to the monk Pimen, who is also depicted
(rans i tradition. The Albanian historian Father Theophan Popa wzs the

- iconograp i
ot 10 document the legend of the relics’ transfer.** He further states that along
l )

ith the relics, @ | 4th-century shroud, three large icons, and parchment liturgical
nooks Were also mo.ved. Accorfilng to .Popa, these items were initially taken to
1 Monastery of Saint George in the village of Breshtan, near Berat. The reason
or this relocation, accordlpg to legen.d., was the beginning of the Islamization of
e regiOn-35 To support .thns o.ral tradition, T. Pqu} notes that a chapel dedicated
o Saint George Once existed in Breshtan, containing a cross with an inscription
ndicating that it belonged to the Monastery of Saint George in Breshtan and dated

lear how long the relics remained in the Monastery of Saint

0 1766.%° It is unc
George 1n Breshtan, but by 1720 (the presumed year of the printing of the Berat
Gervice Book), they were already in the city of Berat.

The Berat tradition of the Seven Saints is expressed through two narratives.
The first 1s closer to folk tradition and includes the names Kenos and Theodoro

1stead of Saints Clement and Naum in the group. The second 1s based on literary
cources used by the author of the Berat Service Book. This second narrative 1s
eflected in “A Brief Historical Description of the Holy Great Metropolitan”,
published in 1868 by Bishop Antim Alexoudis. It is striking that the author,
originating from Thracian Cherson and previously serving in Constantinople and
Ephesus, despite being a foreigner to these lands, creates a Berat-centered story.
According to this account, the disciples of Saints Cyril and Methodius - Clement,
Naum, and Angelarij —arrived directly in Berat after their expulsion from Great
Moravia, and their meeting with Prince Boris took place in neighboring Ohrid.

3 ,Pour ce qui est des reliques des saints Gorazde et Angelar, elles ont ¢te transportées, toujours
Taprés la tradition orale, de la cathédrale de Balsh. Elles se trouvent toujours, Comme nous venons
gc le dire plus haut, dans 1’église de la Dormition de la Vierge du chateau fort de Berat.” (Theofan
3;)9;1 »La glavenice medievale et le ballsh actuel®, Studia Albanica, 2 (1964): 133-11 26)1-3 Ve
Bal ccording to the Albanian archeologist Melsi Labi, on 1fovcmbcr 4, 1751, the last Bishop
UshiNikiphoros A gavatis died, probably in the Monaste ‘Mother of God [CB. bor OPfﬂ“fl?l]'
dr:att}:“}S, the time when the city was completely Islamized. For the inscription, \\hll)g‘h S%?;’ll'ébazlfl:‘.j
iR IO\ Archbishop Nikiphoros Agavatis, and for its interpretation, scc:_Mcl:l Laby, ,, O‘
“I'Ballsh where Boris, the Bulgarian Tsar, was Baptized*, Anglisticum 5/9, 2016, 59-60.

36 :
Popa, ,La glavenice medieval®, 125.
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Finally, 1t is important to emphasize that regardless of quest;
authenticity, the relics preserved in the Berat reliquary have pe Conia thOns aboy
foundation of the modern cult of the Seven Saints. Developing i he me Pri
environment of Berat at the end of the 17th and beginning of the lgthulnelhnic
this cult finds expression in the rich iconographic and hymnographi R tfjgf:ffy,

1

naturally associated with this significant city under the jurisdiction of the ( lon

Archbishopric.
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