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Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Dr B. Angjelovski

Rabies activities in the Republic of Macedonia, 2011-2016

PRESENTATIONS

B. Angjelovski, A. Cvetkovikj, I. Cvetkovikj

Laboratory for Rabies, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Ss. Cyril and Methodius
University in Skopje, Lazar Pop-Trajkov 5-7, 1000 Skopje, Macedonia

The rabies control and eradication in R. Macedonia is under the frame of the
National Annual Program for health protection of animals. The surveillance strategy
for rabies monitoring is based on rabies testing of all hunted wolves and foxes, found
dead animals and all rabies-suspected animals. Starting from 2011, monitoring of
vaccination efficacy in red foxes is also performed.

The laboratory for Rabies is the National Reference laboratory in the country
performing diagnostic methods for rabies diagnosis, antibody detection and testing
of oral vaccines. The rabies virus detection is performed by FAT (RTCIT and PCR are
used if necessary) while tetracycline detection (TD) and antibody ELISA are
performed for the oral rabies vaccination (ORV) monitoring in red foxes. Moreover, in
2013 and 2014, the Laboratory was approved to perform FAVN test for monitoring of
rabies vaccination efficiency in pets. The Laboratory for rabies is also active
participant in proficiency testing for FAT, PCR and RTCIT. In April 2013, FAT and TD
were accredited according to ISO 17025.

From January 2011 to April 2016, a fotal of 2140 animals (600 wolves, 1461 red foxes,
32 dogs, 23 cats, 8 martens, 5 jackals, 4 wild cats, 4 deer, 2 wild boars and 1 wild
rabbit) were tested by FAT. In the same period, 1383 jaws and 293 sera were
examined for the evaluation of ORV effectiveness in red foxes.

Following the outbreaks in 2011 and 2012 in red foxes (4) and wolfs (4), the last
positive rabies case in Macedonia was diagnosed in a domestic cat (1) in March
2012.
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