#
o, A

Iy § o
-
L3RR RICCLTS - A :ﬂﬁx Yt




IHSTITUTE OF NATIONAL HISTORY, SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS UNIVERSITY, SIKOP)¢

FACULTY OF ORTHODOX THEOLOGY “ST. CLEMENT OF OHRID”, SS. CYRIL AND
METHODIUS UNIVERSITY, SKOP)¢

PROCEEDINGS

FROM THE FIRST CYRIL AND METHODIUS SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS,

Skopje 23 May 2024

6diTed Ry
Maja dngeLovsKa-Panova
SKopje, 2025



CONTENTS

Maja Angelovska - Panova
PR A e 5

ISTEFAN, ARCHBISHOP OF OHRID AND MACEDONIA

AND OF JUSTINIANA PRIMA

OPENING ADDRESS AT THE “FIRST CYRIL AND METHODIUS SCIENTIFIC
MECTINGS” ... e ?

Dejan Borisov
SAINT CYRIL AND SAINT METHODIUS:CREATORS OF A NeWw
CCCLESIASTICAL REALITY INGUROPE..........ooi oo I

Mitko B. Panov

FOR WHOM DOES GOD’S RAIN FALL? SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS

RETWEEN THE POLITICAL CONSTRUCTS OF HISTORY AND @UROPEAN
FUNDAMENTAL VALUC. ... e 19

Ilija Velev

SAINT CONSTANTINE-CYRIL AND METHODIUS AS THE CREATORS OF THe

FIRST SLAVIC SCRIPT AND CODIFIERS OF THe OLD CHURCH SLAVONIC

LITURGICAL AND LITERARY LANGUAGE..............oo oo 27

Elka Jacheva - Ulchar
MACEDONIAN GOSPEL MANUSCRIPTS (1 I'TH - 19TH CENTURY) AS A
SOURCE FOR THE HISTORY OF THE MACEDONIAN LANGUAGE............... 37

Aneta Jovkovska
THE SPIRITUAL LEGACY OF SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS éQUAL TO
THE APOSTLES, AS THE FOUNDATION OF MODERN éDUCATION ... .. 53

Viktor Nedeski
THE RERAT TRADITION OF THE HOLY SeéVeéN APOSTOLIC DISCIPLES. ... 65



rtunately, all these manuscripts have been classified as “Bulgarian” since the

century when they found their refuge in these libraries.

This concerns an invaluable part of Macedonian cultural heritage, and |

ve that the Macedonian Ministry of Culture, in cooperation with Macedonian

mats, should urgently take action to at least obtain descriptions of these

.scripts, which should bear the designation “Macedqnian.” Wh'ile we mayl
~e able to physically return them to Macedonia, I believe that this would be:

cient to correct the unforgivable mistake of our predecessors, who, in a much

 peaceful and favorable time for Macedonia and Macedonian studies, failed

-ow enough care for their cultural heritage. The consequences of this nc?glect
ill felt today in the 21st century, with the denial and llmltatlpn of the hlstqry
‘e Macedonian language, restricting its beginnings to no earlier than the mid-

* century.
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Abdtract

¥ his paper aims to highlight the importance of enlightenment and
 spiritual continuity in the modern educational system. The work of
Saints Cyril and Methodius was closely linked to the educational
process: the alphabet and written language for the Slavs were created

; for teaching, knowledge transfer, and preaching the Word of God. The
result of their mission essentially represents transmission of an extensive written
literature into the Slavic world. This led to dramatic changes, as the written
language became a means for a deep understanding of the world, transmission
ol spiritual experience, and preservation of cultural and scientific heritage. This
(ualitative transition contributed to the development of national languages as well
15 the spiritual and cultural self-determination of Slavic peoples.

Ihe educational mission of Saints Cyril and Methodius, based on integrity,
authenticity, and dedication, serves as a model for today’s educators. The
inalysis covers their methods of cultural and linguistic adaptability, personalized
ipproaches to students, and the significance of learning by personal example.
Additionally, the paper proposes practical strategies for modern educators, such
15 interdisciplinary methods and the integration of spiritual values. Emphasizing
the importance of morality and spirituality, the study underlines the necessity of
vducation that fosters holistic development in students.




——-—

The great enlighteners, the Holy Brothers Cyril and Methodius, laid the

undations of the spiritual ties among Slavic peoples. Their monumental work
s pan-Slavic significance and represents the most important period in the
.velopment of Slavic culture. Through their mission, they enabled the Slavs to
Jlieve in one God, the merciful Father of all people, which freed their ancestors
om fears of numerous “yengeful” pagan deities. The deepest significance of their
ork is reflected in the educational process: the alphabet and written language
v the Slavs were created for teaching, knowledge transfer, and preaching the
Jord of God. From the beginning of their mission, a new script, a new liturgical
inguage, and translations of essential liturgical books were established.? Through
le translation of church books, they laid the foundations of Slavic literature and

ulture.

The work of Saint Constantine the Philosopher was primarily within the
lomain of teaching, while the educational activity of Saint Methodius covered
. broader scope. As a clergyman and later a bishop, in addition to teaching, he
yerformed church duties such as baptizing, ordaining clerics, and conducting

ervices. As the first Slavic bishop, he organized the Christian Church among the

Slavs. His educational mission was comprehensive, fully embodying the concept

of “enlightenment” — namely, Christianization,
spreading education in a broader sense.’

ers Cyril and Methodius in the Slavic
world became the framework for our church life, theological science, and spiritual
education. Their legacy represents the evangelical leaven that radically transformed
the lives of Slavic peoples. The shared Slavic language awakened their sense of
national affirmation. Thus, the Holy Brothers became the founders and inspirers of
the entire Slavic culture based on Orthodox Christian faith. As pioneers of this new
culture, they firmly rej ected medieval notions of privileged nations and languages,

The foundations laid by the broth:

decisively promoting their guiding pr1
parity of languages.

This study will focus on the significance of their spiritual legacy as
foundation for modern education. We will analyze aspects of their mission related
to the educational process, emphasizing their vision of integrating spiritual and
intellectual values. We will also examine their lasting contribution to the formation

of Slavic culture, given their unique role in Christian history.

From the outset, the work of the Thessalonian brothers was conceived as @
pan-Slavic endeavor. This is evident from the Proclamation to the Holy Gospel, itl
which Saint Constantine promoted the Slavic translation of the Four Gospels an

including church rituals and

inciple of the equality of all peoples and the

announ i -

signjﬁczz? ;}slei tp;;)gram of the Slavic 'enllg'htenment mission. This Proclamation is

T h};res;;ts the first didactic content created entirely in the Slavié

Christ!”S.This C,Onﬁa re}slses all Slavg, saying: “Listen, Slavs, to the works of

il rms that Constantine deeply understood the importance of
gos for our earthly and eternal life and the necessi :

people to hear this truth in their native language SRS e

Sai : .

these prilfcl?l;[lei?ﬁit}ilntfllne the Philosopher found the ideological foundation of
Timothy, the Hol Ae oly Scriptures and patristic literature. In the First Epistle to
God OurDSavior Yh pé)St!e Paul says: “This is good and acceptable in the sight of
of the truth” (1 ’TV'V © desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge
pondered: How H‘?l 2}‘13_4). Considering these words, Saints Cyril and Methodiﬁ:
e i : will the Slavs come to know the truth if the Holy Scriptures ¢ ‘I
v toggll rimam1 1gcomprehen51ble to them? Hence, the mission to brin Tlu
; e knowledge of truth in their moth , B,
| . er tongue was regarded .
:lietydz?ezl;e H;)gl Bg(l)thers. Until the end of their lives, their pri%nar;e/ cszcisr? g

e of the Slavic liturgical langua st v ke
- ge against proponent. PR
crror that only three sacred languages were suitable foli w%rshirll)s et s

Alth i i

doubly Conn(élétg:dt;e ]\V/Ivorkdof Samts Cyrll' and Methodius belongs to all Slavs, it is
i acl:e onia. Academic Petar Ilievski cited two reasons fo; thi;
of the Macédonian S%;(ifas ﬁ(?(iiqCT}llql:s(;}elllilriE)mcéangua%ie it SpeeClll
A b ' 1, and second, after the mission’ e
: :; l:;llzr;\g]e; 1]‘53sr§$atest preservation efforts were led by two of the lc?:)sssel;)tndfsi?;?i
e ers—‘Samt Clement of Ohrid and Saint Naum of Ohrid. The

essfully continued the work of their teachers, which is why the; ol:jecj:l

The pri : .
into the fafnpilrlmafr}(ljﬁqal .of Saints Cyril and Methodius was to introduce the Slavs
ey y % rlstlaps. 'The alphabet they created was not just a means ‘l'
Striving towa(zg th\;t Sa crucial mstll"ument for theological and educational activitil
‘ ame personal ideal — conformin i . '
Gos : g to Christ and s )
ospel through written and spoken word — they enlightened the Slar\')/riiagg;i]t::

(caching them the truths of Christiani
. 1St ;
(heir native language. ianity through the use of the Holy Scriptures in

| \ -1
\«': ”i/([i;;x% 1;[((:) Xp. Unuercku, CBeTnina HezaonHu, 25
A K, ,,I1 e
, »LIpormac xon Ceroto EBanrenue on Gmaxkennor yuuren Ham K
OHCTaHTUH

Hinocod, Hapeyen Kupun® Bo: 3a antiukara 1 :
> : j
Ritiocod, Ha qu oy a aHTUYKaTa NPOCO/IMja BO MakeoHCkH npenes. Cxomje: Martuna



The transition from oral tradition to a written literary language became a
werful catalyst for the development of national cultures among all Slavic peoples.
any researchers emphasize that the work of Saints Cyril and Methodius was
ceptionally fruitful, and the newly enlightened Slavic nations were characterized

a profound spiritual aspiration.” The equal-to-the-apostles brothers not only
he Gospel but also laid the foundation for a

ought the Slavic peoples closer to t
w educational model where spirituality and education were inseparably linked.
ge into a tool for the spiritual and

rrough their work, they transformed langua
ellectual development of the Slavs, paving the way for the creation of national

Itures and the strengthening of ecclesiastical life.

There is also evidence of how closely the work of Christian enlightenment,
wined with the lives of the equal-to-the-

lucation, and upbringing was intert
ostles Saints Cyril and Methodius.® One of the characteristics of Orthodox
e living experience of communion

eology is that theology must stem from th
ith God. A true theologian is one who has known God, lives a Christian life,
\d can unite intellectual experience with personal spiritual struggle. Saints Cyril

.d Methodius fulfilled this important criterion. That is why their mission was
essful and bore such great fruit. They were not only talented scholars but,
yove all, they were devoted to God. Through their lives, they bore witness to the
Jord of God. Despite often facing mortal danger, as their hagiographies recount’,
iey were not afraid to engage in the most perilous debates:

) SuUcC

“Does not the rain fall equally from God for all? Does not the sun shine
qually for all? Do we not all breathe the same air? Then why do you feel ashamed
y acknowledge only three languages, while you want all other nations to be blind
nd deaf? Tell me, do you consider God so powerless that He cannot gr

o envious that He does not wish to?” 10

Saint Cyril spoke these words in a heated polemic against those who argued
hat God should be praised only in three languages—Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.

The words of these enlighteners were persuasive and powerful precisely
ecause they practiced what they preached to their disciples. Their disciples,
n turn, were as strong in faith as their teachers. Thus, the enlightening mission
ontinued in our lands, embodied in the work of Saints Clement and Naum of

PR —
7 According to Xp. MnueBckH, CpeTwiia He3ao0aHu, 6—7.
 See Xapanamnue ITonenakosuk. Bo myrpate Ha crioenckara ruemenoct. Cromje: MakeIoHcKa

caura, 1988; JloOpuna Musioscka and Josan TakoBCKH. MakeloHCKH KuTHja [X — XVIII Bex.
“romje: Tabepuakymn, 1996; [Tetap Xp. Wnuescki. ,,KOHCTaHTHH Kupun @uinocod — OpTOLOKCEH
reoor® and ,,JIpocBeTUTEIICKATa MHUCH]a Ha Cpetn Metoauj in: CpeTrsia HE3a0IHHU, 96—-123 n

144-155.
e wyvr ' VI/ZTIT oo 27

pean— - .

ant this, or

ggﬁ;:ﬁ?gh the ?ct}ivities of Saints Clement and Naum at the end of the 9th

mnning of the 10th century, Ohrid be i i

o : : 3 came an important literary h

E)hmueg S(])i\g1tc:hla§i1;zgle.:he c;)ty also played a significant role as a churchrgen:lc[;
ut e Ages, bearing witness to the ext 1 igni ]

the Slavic literary and educational tradition to this day).( ey St

A .
Characterizzjejdf?g; adherence to the Cyrlllo-Methodian heritage is a fundamental
center within tl(l) ; 3 renowkned Ohrid Literary School. As the first educational

e framework of the Church of Saint Cl i :
role of a savior of Slavic scri i sment, thisschool played the

L pt and liturgy. Church book E : .
Glagolitic script, and liturgi ‘ 00Xs were written in Cyril’s

) gical services and sermons - -
language, as emphasized b Rd ; were conducted in the Slavic
’ y Academician Gjorgji Pop-At 1 Thi
prepared educational personnel who w. prtauason. ;L udischaol

. : e ere sent to en i i .
and clerical duties in many places inhabited by Slavsfgage s pching,

Iti

o 1he 5t S s oot e e hch conlyis the bt de bofh

ane eachers and the founders of the Ohrid Li
artistic 1i . : ; rid Literary Center, are
o thec Bltezrari/. wo;ks with a dldactlc_ purpose—hagiographies written in the Spiribl
i }; ]a:x)n ine literary genre. Saints Clement and Naum first arrived in the
yegars Tﬁ ; evil' and Ohrld as teachers, each serving in that capacity for sevc:
and m ona:teiiaecs l,?ﬁ” &hwh had a religious content, was conducted in churches
¢ . 1he Monastery of Saint Panteleimon., f ; \
and the Monastery of the Hol n, founded by Saint Clement
. y Archangels, founded by Saint N ’
religious but also educational % y Saint Naum, were not only

) centers. Beginners were t ic li :

the - : ¢ taught basic literacy, while
Werglf(;treiil:?;/e;e introduced to deeper meanings of the sacred texts. Some s};udcnlt:
ed toward church service, while others pursued literary endeavor;

lheir numbers were not small— i
Db Lo St approximately 3,500 students were part of the

Saint i
Toeie tsh (E}I]:l;e?ttu ;:ftSN;lllm were 'engaged in various literary activities
et . , they organized scriptoria, and Sai , in
addition to his translation i . e i
efforts, wrote original k ics
carly Church Slavonic literat , 5 ed ot £ PR N A
ure. They also carried hei ' 1SSI
sk . out their educational mission
es. For this purpose, the 1 1
of el e pur , they were involved in the translation
ing the lifetime of their teach i '
and later continued this ' Teint, Gt e
work independently.”® Saint Cl i i ’
e . . y. n ement 1s considered
prolific writers of Old Slavic literat
many sermons, homilies, and encomi i i i et
n ; , ums with didactic and 1 ;
Since the newly baptized SI ' P
: avs did not fully understand isti '
e . lavs did 1 y rstand the Christian faith, he
dedicated himself to explaining it in comprehensible and beautifully craﬂcfl

Il Topru IMon-A
-ATaHacoB. MakenoHckara i
: )t : i
pha sl aronuna. Cxomje: Maxkeorcka aKaJieMuja Ha HAYKHTC



forms, with a clear practical goal of moral edification. Thus, his works
nthusiastically received in the Slavic world. They left a lasting mark on
-racy of regions influenced by the Macedonian linguistic variant, such as
., Serbia, and Russia.'* His inseparable collaborator, Saint Naum of Ohrid,
so known as a gifted hymnographer, credited with composing a canon for
\ ndrew the Apostle, structured in an acrostic."”

The overall result of their mission essentially represents the transfer of a
vitten literary tradition into the Slavic world. This led to dramatic changes,
+itten language serves as a means for deep and comprehensive knowledge
world, transmission of spiritual experience, and preservation of cultural and
fic heritage. This qualitative transition contributed to the development of
al languages and the cultural and spiritual self-determination of the Slavic
»s. Thus, the Ohrid Literary School of Saint Clement not only became the
ignificant center of Slavic literacy but also the only place where the Cyrillo-
Jdian literary tradition was continued at that time. From Ohrid, Slavic literacy
 to various Balkan countries and to Kievan Rus."®

Saints Cyril and Methodius, along with their disciples Saints Clement
‘aum of Ohrid, had a vision of integrating spiritual and intellectual values.
educational efforts were not limited to the transmission of knowledge but
hased on higher ethical and spiritual principles that surpassed the traditional
tional model. A key aspect of their mission was the creation of literacy and a
~ language for the Slavic peoples, which formed the foundation for spreading
-ian values and culture. Through their approach, they connected intellectual
ledge with spiritual development, creating conditions for a holistic approach

ication.

According to the vision of Saints Cyril and Methodius, education should
npass both the worldly and the spiritual, the earthly and the eternal. This
was central to forming good Christians who would contribute positively to
tv. Such an education could serve as a firm foundation for further studies in
ar subjects. For the enlighteners, the only source of doctrine was the Bible.
perspective required, above all, the ability to read and study it—hence the

.sity of literacy.

Christian anthropology is based on the doctrine of human integrity, in which

, soul, and body, as well as intellect, emotions, and will, form an integral
e. If one aspect is developed while neglecting the others, disharmony occurs,
ately destroying personal integrity. What is intellect without a properly guided
Or what are noble feelings without the determination to act on them? The

§nl1ghten§rs understood this well and therefore insisted that literacy must go hand
in hand with spiritual and moral education. They believed that students should first
be instilled with the ideas of goodness, truth, and virtue before acquiring other
knowledge. After all, what use is all worldly knowledge if one does not understand
the meaning of life and one’s place and role in the world? All further education
depen'ds on the answers to these questions: what should be; what is important and
what is secondary; what should be taught? :

i The feeling that the world was created for the benefit of humanity, for its
sp1r1tu§1 develqpment and growth, enables students to learn to be free ancf at the
same time, patient; to understand the concepts necessary for intelligent liv’ing on
earth' and to grasp the responsibility for their actions. All necessary knowledge is
acqulred by way of spiritual enlightenment and experience in spiritual education
This may include sketches, events dedicated to helping people, assisting animals.
supporting the sick, etc. The overall connection leads to the’ ability to see thej
problems. qf the world, which are solved not only individually but also collectively
through Joint efforts. All these concepts are essential for understanding that thej
world is vast and that every person’s help is needed by someone.

Through spiritual enlightenment and the acquisition of necessary
lmow1§dge, a person begins to understand the need for love as a feeling that unites
the entire world; the need for compassion as a sense of participation in everyone’s
life; the need for understanding as a feeling that brings people together; patience
as a se,nse oflrespect for every individual, and mercy as the ability to ;ecognize
others: suffering and offer assistance. All this knowledge helps to remain open to
what is happening in the world and to be aware of life’s challenges.

e lt\}/fogfem educatlon.can adgquately re;spond to this vision of Saints Cyril
: ethodius _by advancing curricula that integrate ethical and spiritual aspects
]mto da.ll.y ]eam}ng. The ap'pﬁcation of interdisciplinary methods, connecting the
1umanities, ethics, and religion, allows the formation of generations that possess
knowledge but also a developed awareness of human values. In this regard, the
mtr.oductlon of programs that encourage empathy and responsibility thrc;ugh
active community engagement and the development of intercultural understanding
ll; i;:lirigculagly m;);l)ortant. Educators can create environments that foster creative
oy el . 4 .
- i%y’ < cfl)rcc; ree?;rs(())tll\l/;rrlf while emphasizing universal values such as justice,




Educational programs based on values like respect, cooperation, and
isibility can be further enriched with activities that allow for the practical
ation of these values, such as volunteer initiatives, debates, and cultural
nges, which will simultaneously strengthen the sense of belonging and civic

isibility.

Modern educational institutions can also support this vision by developing
ng materials that highlight the importance of cultural heritage and its
ction to contemporary ethical dilemmas. Establishing cultural and spiritual
s for students, where discussions on integrating moral and spiritual values
lace, can be a significant step forward.

Furthermore, promoting a global ethics in education, which includes
ples of mutual understanding, tolerance, and respect for diversity, is essential
sating a society in which the values of Saints Cyril and Methodius continue
. Introducing interactive and visual learning methods that bring students
to historical and spiritual achievements will help strengthen their sense of

fication with these values.

Encouraging research among young people by organizing workshops
ated to spiritual and cultural heritage can contribute to a deeper understanding
> significance of ethical and spiritual values. By creating opportunities

tive student participation in such activities, their personal growth will be
ed, preparing them for responsible behavior in the community.

The importance of critical thinking and ethical awareness should be central

onents of the educational process. Saints Cyril and Methodius contributed

s through their personal example and dedication. Their ability to affirm their
ings through their own lives created a model that can serve as an inspiration
lodern educators. Teachers, as contemporary enlighteners, can follow the

ple of Saints Cyril and Methodius by demonstrating that education is not

'y the transfer of information but also an inspiration for personal and collective

€SS.

Saints Cyril and Methodius were not just teachers but also individuals
sh moral integrity. They applied their teachings in their own lives, giving
credibility in the eyes of their students. Modern teachers can achieve this
acticing the values they teach, such as honesty, diligence, and responsibility,
11 as by demonstrating authenticity in their approach to students, thereby.

ring a sincere relationship.

. tO}rlle of the enlightfener‘s"successes was their approach, which took into
Cano'un lt e cultu'ral and hngul'stlc specifics of their students. Modern education
implement this by developing curricula that respect students’ diverse cultural

backgrounds and adopti indivi i
pting an individualized approach th 1
student’s specific needs and interests. . (s

" ngts Cyril. and Met.hodius spent decades translating and spreading
rac;ll, emonstratmg exceptional dedication. Today’s teachers can follow their
example through continuous professional development and education, as well as

g

. The \fvork of the enlighteners Cyril and Methodius was inseparable from
o ldn:)mumty n whlqh they‘ operated. To continue their path, modern teachers
Qre;ing Z active participants in community life through projects and initiatives
n environment in which students feel . :

- part of a greater mission, wh
through volunteer activities or participation in social projects. Mesias

i Innovatlyg approaches such as project-based learning, creative workshops
;his di::euie of "Crhhgltal t}?o}lls to promote cultural and spiritual heritage can be key ir;
ction. T'hrough these activities, students will eai
he vities, gain knowledge and learn to
nurture the moral and spiritual principles that form the foundation of society.

' U?tlmately', modern education should emphasize the importance of
’vxperlentlali learning, encouraging students to apply their acquired knovvled0
and Value§ in everyday life. Organizing local and international initiatives S g}?
as humanitarian actions and cultural programs, will allow students to pr,ac:liZe

lcarned values and develo o :
commuits, p a sense of responsibility and belonging to the global

The integrative approach of Saints Cyril and Methodius makes their work

relevant even today, fosterin 1
| : , g not only intellectual but al IT1
loundation for modern education. D il

it i(l)\;vs(\;? .t(‘)tda}lf, it is 1mpos.sibl.e not to'notice the process of abandoning

oo e éofztrelmue:;ri\t/iacliuzc:ii \;\(f)};l?‘h 1ts 1]1:te.ns1fying in contemporary education.
1« interfering” i ' i

ol its advqcacy for spiritual values in modern gdul(l;atei(()i;ll.c eﬁl{%ctmt}?; eCC;lsuerlc}:/hb}faC ausi

1.-nly cgntnbuted to .the enlightenment of people throughout ilistory but the SVgr0

( «Illcz}tlonal system in Macedonia—the Ohrid Literary School of Saiilt Cl ’

Was founded and developed at the heart of the Church. e



Is it possible for a school or university to bear with dignity the name of a
saint and an educator while not having room for spiritual education and religious
values in its curriculum?

Philosophy, sociology, history, political science, and other disciplines
shape worldviews. However, theology, using an interdisciplinary approach, can
help supplement these subjects with traditional value-based guidelines, as it most
clearly and comprehensibly articulates the fundamental values of our culture.

Undoubtedly, theology is called to connect various related disciplines with
value frameworks, ideological and methodological tools. Theology contains the
unshakable foundations of existence that can help modern individuals both in
scientific endeavors and in everyday life.

Indeed, many today believe that “faith and science cannot cooperate,” that
they are “two incompatible fields that do not overlap,” or even that “religion and
science are in conflict.” However, such views are superficial. If we allow ourselves
to delve deeper into the essence of this question, we will see that religion and
science are meant to complement each other. Not only are they not contradictory,
but they possess the potential to build a constructive and mutually beneficial
dialogue. They influence two of the most important spheres of human life: the
spiritual and the material. Unless, of course, we limit human life to a purely
material existence without any spiritual needs.

In principle, science and religion, enriching one another, can achieve great

results. Theology can broaden the worldview of future scientists. Knowledge of
the fundamentals of the Orthodox religion can assist scientists in their research
activities and provide them with certain epistemological criteria. At the same

time, scientific knowledge and communication with scientists can help modern
theologians in their mission to address contemporary challenges that life presents
to theology today.

Theology opens horizons unknown to humanity and expands consciousness.
No other field of knowledge possesses this quality. No matter how advanced
science becomes, it will not be able to penetrate the profound mysteries of the
human person without theology. True education, combined with the perception
of moral foundations in the heart and mind, enables a person to appropriately
evaluate and apply acquired scientific knowledge. In this sense, theology provides
a stable foundation for education.

Saints Cyril and Methodius understood this and undoubtedly confirmed it
through their work. Their achievements highlight the importance of moral principles
in the educational process. They did not merely create an alphabet and translate
Christian texts but also established an educational model that encompassed all
aspects of human dignity. This model aimed to liberate students from spiritual
darkness and introduce them to the world of knowledge and virtues, which form
the basis for personal and societal development.

On the other hand, the secularization of education creates a highly
subjective and limited understanding of culture and morality. This results in a
distorted “modernization” of human upbringing, as it detaches itself from the
traditions of the past and the highest moral ideals. Our society faces the challenge
of developing a theological approach to education that will enrich the educational
system and contribute to the formation of a harmonious individual. Therefore,
cducation based on spiritual values should be a primary goal of the 21st century. If
we speak about the future of our homeland and the world as a whole, it is necessary
and essential to teach theology in schools and universities. Moreover, in preschool
institutions, children should be introduced to morality, love, compassion, and other
similar virtues at an appropriate level.

Understanding spiritual education and theology as a service to God also
remains part of the Cyrillo-Methodian heritage, which should continue to guide us
in our work today. It is crucial to remember this, not only for a proper understandin g
of the historical path of our literacy and culture but, more importantly, for the
responsibility we bear in transmitting spiritual and cultural values through education
and upbringing. This is the most essential condition for the sustainability of any
nation and society. As heirs to the work of the enlighteners, it is our responsible
duty to preserve the values they championed so that they are not overshadowed by
contemporary educational reforms.



