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Abstract : :

This work is especially focused on a theoretical interaction between
globalization and media as two mutually connected questions and
investigates their reciprocal working in modern time. In this paper,
we have tried to situate the power of globalization and media
currently, it is also incumbent on us to attempt to predict the future
of globalization and media. Globalization and media are
phenomena which, in a great measure, signify every modern
society and culture. In the last few decades, in the social science, a
great interest is notified for them especially in the sociology
science. Sociologists such as Roland Robertson, Ulrich Beck,
Anthony Giddens, Manuel Castells are observe these phenomena
as a dynamic protess that is built on the base of their mutual
connection and dependence and through them explains the changes
that happen in the separated sociocultural realities. '

Keywords:  globalization, media, communications, changes,
media imperialism, global local vice versa, world,

Introduction

In sociology, the interest for studying relation between globalization

and media is present for a long time. This process of relations is especiaily
pragmatic for acknowledge of controversial effects of the processes of
globalization and in that direction it symbolizes tendencies for changes in the
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society and culture. The relation which we talk about, is interfere on different
ways, but it is obvious that economic factors are directly connected with
achieving appropriate conditions for existing and with that they can’t be
neglected. Because of that, in sociology, for this relation there are implicated
many questions but without illusion that the answers of these questions are
simple.

“In that context, there are differences between sociologists in the view
of explanation of conditional/casual relation between globalization and media
or a certain change in the media and other transnational channels of messages
were precondition for unrol! the processes of globalization. In that sense, Terhi
Rantanen in his book, The Media and Globalization, explicitly emphasizes:

A consideration of the role of media and communications is highly
important for the whole concept of globalization, but in theoretical debates
these fields are largely ignored. The blindingly obvious point that there is no
globalization without media has not been articulated or analyzed clearly
enough. The role of media and communications is often reduced either to
unexclusively and self-evidently technological one, or to individuals’
experiences that are unconnected to the media industries. Nevertheless, the two
approaches are mutually exclusive, because the production of media and the
experience of the mare linked often in highly subtle ways, on the one hand,
most globalization theorists come from outside media and communication
studies and have not studies media per se. On the other hand, most media
scholars themselves have been occupied mainly with media economy and

" questions of power and inequality, as numerous books on international
communication show, These issues are important, but are not the only ones:
globalization theorists have raised many issues (such as the changing concepts

of time and space ), which cannot be reduced solely to questions of and which

most international communication scholars have ignored. Although it is
concerned with media and globalization, it does not claim that the media and
communications are the only things that matter. The idea developed is that
individuals, through their individual media activities, which become social
practices, contribute to globalization (Rantanen, 2005: 17-18).

Meanwhile, beneath the differences and opposite positions, there exist
intellectual climate of expressive interest for globalization and mediums
especially from the aspect of sociological experience and imagination.

Relation of the Globalization and Media
Marshall McLuhan explains through the syntagm global village
striving to signify the time of our epoch in which rises the awareness of the
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world as a whole with help of the media, which made less important individual, -
group, territorial and time differences. In more recent years, Castells’s research
on information technologies and its role in shaping the world has also made a
significant contribution in understanding the media in the global world. Also,
Castells’s analyses are focus on the globalization of information and

. knowledge. For example, the digjtalization of all library — based knowledge

opens up new possibilities of a globalized knowledge society. The impact of
communications technology on work, as well as the growth of new types of
consumerism and popular culture with media, are all areas of great importance
in a globalized world. Exactly this fact we locate as relevant for explanation of

* the power of media and their effects on the separated local contexts. Ulrich

Beck, considering the processes of globalization, exactly on global-local nets,
notifies that they depend on mass media (bex, 2003: 18). For the power of
mediums and making the global-local nets, spokes Francis Bal. He emphasizes
that today, every young European, can watch synchronized cartoons on his own
langnage which are transmitted continually on channels, whose owner is a
milliard Ted Tarner from Atlanta, the innovator of TNT- Cartoons who is also
founder of well- known Channel News Network ( CNN } ( Bal, 1997:57 ), It
means that every individual, independent from his national, territorial, class,
racial, sexual, ethical and lingual appertaining is connected with nets of
mediums from which he can choose which channels he will use, in accordance
with his interests, needs and taste. That is achieved by the fast processes of
giobalization which on a quick way penetrated into modern society, especially
in the sphere of mediums and communication. In these spheres the presence of
processes of globalization leads to changes that are reflexed further on the
development and functioning of cultures and societies. These changes capture
few aspects which are: 1. technological aspect, relative technological changes
which happen on the subjects (channels) for transmitting of messages, which
further influence other aspects. 2. making new virtual territorial spaces and
their influence on sociocultural context; 3. effects of messages on cultures and
individuals who are formed in the spirit of capitalistic way of production.

As the societies developed, at the same time were developed and
sophisticated the meanings through which information were transmitted to
audience. At the beginning of twentieth century, the existing channels for
communication-were changed with new ones. That is, exactly, the first wave of
changes that referred to new technological innovations in this spbere. In

“discussions about these changes, Ronald Lorimer (Lorimer, 1999) emphasizes

that the changes, mainly, are referred on ways according which communication
is realized in societies. He points at that how the old ways of communication
are deleted and how oral and written communication are changed with
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electronic communication, and through them are changed the channels which
transmitted messages to audience ( Lorimer, 1999:11 ).

That tendencies to electronic communication are manifested through
electro-oral, electro audio-visual and electro-textual numerical communication.
Electro-oral communication, mainly, is mediated with coordinate technology
that is based on human voice and rhetorical structure of a message. The
channels through which this kind of communication is transmitted to audience
are radio and telephone. Electro-visual communication on its characteristics can
be said that is socially focused. It represents society through pictures and words
and through them the interaction “face to face” is realized on one visual way.
As a key medium of this communication appears the television (12). Electronic-
textual numerical communication is based on computer elaboration of
information. Extraordinary meaning of this communication is the potential for
wide systems. These systems are characterized with “free nets”, through which
computers provide free approach of individuals from all parts of the world. Free
nets involved digitalization of information and pictures, satellite transmitting,
optical fibres as well as an integration of computer and telecommunication nets
. connected in the global net World Wide Web (WWW), through which the

contents of the internet pages are organized on information, and not on location,

and with that, give possibility to easy research of users (12). In that way,
electronic communications became one global net, which together with digital
revolution and processes of globalization promote cultural industries. Cultural
industries are referred on the relations between institutions and practice which
involve production of cultural goods and services in the spirit of capitalistic
economy. Theodor Adorno stresses that potential industries are component of
economy, which immediately connects with mediums and medium products
(Adorno, 2001:9 ).

That is, exactly, medium culture which is built on the base of models for
mass production, and, within that, directed to mass audience, depending on the
forms of information. Douglas Kellner talks that it is a form of commercial
culture, and its products are goods that need to enlarge a profit of big
corporations, that are exceptionaly interested to rise their capital ( Kelner, 2004:
6).Through the conterits of media culture, individuals build their meanings for
class, ethical belonging or race, nationality, sexuality, for “us” and “them”.
Beneath that, it takes part in creation of forming the dominant meanings for
world and highest values; it defines what is good, and what is bad, positive and
negative, moral or evil. The stories and pictures in media present symbols,
myths and sources which, for many people make general culture. Media culture
is base for building of the identity (Kelner, 2004:5), in accordance with which
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individuals today insert in modern technological-capitalistic societies, within it
products new forms of global culture, that marks the processes of globalization.

The sociologist Scott Lash, under influence of Adom’s theory for
cultural industries, put special stress on the global cultural industries. He speaks
ahout world in which every day cultural products are everywhere, and that are -
information, communications, brand products, financial services that are
globally spread and have strong influence on the bebhavior and opinion of
world’s population (Lash, Lury, 2007: 4). More exactly, that tendencies for .
global influence are not referred only on cultural, but on social profiling of a

given society.

For that tendencies, modern investigator of mediums and communications
Robert Hassan talks exactly, and he, similar to Castells, investigates social and
cultural consequences from these processes. He agrees with Castells that, “net
society” appears as a consequence of these processes, but, he put stress on the
technological digital changes, that will form net society through following
technologies: digital technology, digital capitalism, digital globalization and
digital quickness. From all given technologies, digital globalization is from
exceptional jmportance for us. The connection between digital revolution and
digital globalization, Hassan explains through processes of intensive and
extensive globalization. He stresses that through intensive globalization the
world is formed quick, but, through extensive globalization, it is provides that
world to come to all individuals in every part of that world (Hassan, 2004: 25

).

Globalization realized on this way, according to this author, is colonization
of our local and private space. Exactly through this meaning comes the idea for
cyberspace. Cyberspace is connected with cybernetic society which functions
on the base of open informatics system in which creation took place milliards
of users all over the world. That open communication system is an internet,
which differs from nowadays mediums because thousands of computers give
services to everyone who has approach to it. Compared with television, which
presents messages of passive audience, an internet means interaction that is in
direct relation with the users. Internet directly influence on the present, and also
on the future world communication and culture, and because of that today it is
a global framed medium. On that way, cyber culture is developed, and also
cyber-society, which make new spaces that ruin all the borders.

In that view, some authors stress that spreading of internet in the world
is on analogy with the diffusion of printed mediums on West, which was base
for creation of McLuhan’s Gutenberg galaxy. Other authors, as for example
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Castells, who in the spirit of McLuhan, emphasizes that today we entered into
Internet Galaxy, which is in direct relation with net society (Castells, 2001).

From this, cyberspace and internet provide forming of virtual reality
and virtual culture which reorganize cultures, space and time in the name of
globalization. On that way, mediate society is made, that is a result of collage
effects and penetration of distant happenmgs in everyday conscience of a
modern man. Collage-effect on definition is co-existence of different themes in

mediums, which have nothing in common, except they are on time and =

important. That, for example, happenings which are presented one to another,
express mediation that in great measure transforms the space and time.
Penetration of distant happenings, in everyday conscience of individuals is
realized through adventures of happenings as outside and distant, but, at the
same time, that happenings on a rigid way penetrate in everyday life.
Meanwhile, Ajmin Appadurai (Appadurai, 1990, 1996), urged from Anderson’s
thesis for “imagined worlds” emphasizes that an important fact of the world we
live in today is that many persons on the globe live in such imagined ‘worlds’
and not just in imagined communities, and thus are able to contest and
sometimes even subvert the ‘imagined worlds’ of the official mind and of the
enterprencurial mentality that surround them (Appadurai, 1996:297). He speaks
about imagined world which involves global currents (global flow)
dimensioned through ethnoscapes, mediascapes, technoscapes and ideoscapes
(298). These are currents of people (tourists, immigrants, refugees, asylum ,

strange workers and other mobile groups); movement of new and old

technologies, machines and computers; movement of huge finances between
countries with impossible speed, production and distribution of newspapers,
magazines, TV, films, electronic and digital nets .of communications; and
connection of pictures which are built in special worlds through which global

culture is formed and distributed in global world outrun various natlonal and .

cultural differences between them.

From this, media in a great measure, form the facts which through
pictures are implicated in human and cultural interactions. On that way, a
virtual culture is made, which increases knowledge and awareness for world,
as well as widening the horizont of experiences, satisfactions and phantasies.
In that way, Kevin Robins, notifies that today, human civilization is in front of
a new technological order. Here the speaking is about a new media gystem
consisted of global infrastructures with nets which are formed around internet,
with individuals’® imagination, in the politics of governments. As an example of
this new order, Kevin Roberts emphasizes the computer as a symbol for all
power possibilities, as a media that has a capacity to stimulate reality.
Communication realized with help of computer became computer’s mediate
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communication wherein the old forms of communication are left. Exactly, that
communication is realized in some other imaginative world, or in the sense of
. Kevin Robins imaginative virtual reality ( Robins, 1996: 22 }. Exactly the
virtual reality is a base on which a new medium order is build. Virtual reality
is aspired to make possibilities for constructing a new kind of community. In
the literature under the concept virtual community is understand a new form of
community, which will directly (on-line) connect individuals and groups
around their common needs, interests and values (Rheingold, 1993: 6).

~ In other words, that is an interactive net which is organized with a certain
target that leads further the users to their on-ling members. It, for a modern
‘person, is a place where he can run away from his reality (from the real society)
and on virtual way to articulate his own culture. In that sense, Pol Virilio in his
book Information bomb, emphasizes that new medium system face the human
civilization with existence of two parallel societies and cultures. He speaks
about existence of real in opposition with virtual, for reality in opposition with
virtual culture (Virilio, 2000: 19 ).

The culture of virtual reality stresses Castells is a result of the influence of
a new system of communication (computer technologies) mediate through
social interests, politics of governments and business strategies. He opposes
Virilio and emphasizes that real and virtual cannot be observed separately, but,
on the contrary, they complement each other. He in the concept virtual
understands to be like that in practice, and under concept real understands
factual, existing. On that way reality is always virtual because it is always
realized through symbols which frame practice with some meaning. From this,
Castells notifies that virtual reality is a system in which the reality is surround
totally, completely support on a virtually set picture in imaginative world in
which the appearances are not only on the screen through which is
communicated experience, but they become experience (Castells, 2005: 396 ).

- Sociologist Steve Woolgar, from the debates for virtual society and culture,
forms a few rules for virtual from which we separate the following: first, taking
and using of computer technologies depends on local social context; second,
fears and risks connected with computer technologies are not equally
distributed in social context; third, virtual computer technologies are change for
“real” ( not computer ) technologies; fourth, more virtual, more real activities
on computer technologies; fifth, more global, more local activities of computer
technologies ( Woolgar, 2002: 13-21 ). |

All these changes clearly direct on globalization of media that can realize
various effects under separate cultures and societies. Main part of the authors
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who study this phenomenon, put stress on the negative effects from glob al
media. They, mainly, refer to globalization of cultures through contents which
are transmitted from media. That media contents provide a contact for different
cultures and, within that, to change their cultural elements and, at the same time,
local cultures face the erosion of their eultural identifiers: From the discussions
about effects from global mediums Robert McChesney and Edward Herman
(McChesney and Herman, 2004 ) separate some spheres where, the effects of
globalized mrediums are feel the strongest in the sphere of values in which a key

" role has commercialization in media, through which spending and-spending

culture are with simultaneous strongness of individualism and individual
freedom. That directs on a system of values which emphasizes, before all,

materialistic values, 1.weakens the feeling for commonness and interpersonal .

connects; 2. change of public sphere with enjoy-instead of meticulously
prepared news, analyze of actual themes and documentary serials, in the
striking terms we meet contents which on their nature are simple, enjoying,
relatively belong in the sphere of enjoyment; 3. force conservative political
powers and global mediums show neoliberal economic politics which serves
the individual and social interests of traditional corporations, but digs
democratic social options; 4. erosion of local cultures- influence of global
mediums upon local cultures will vary between dominant, less dominant and
ordered. Even dominant cultures will be stricken, not only for retirning harness,
but for the success and power of the own culture as economic-politic-cultural
power (Herman, Mancesni, 2004: 227-230). '

These fendencies to globalization of cultures and their erosion with the
mediation of globalized media, in the professional literature are explained
through process of media imperialism. It is especially notified in the works of
Denis McQuail ( McQuail, 2010 ); Luke Martell ( Martell, 2010 ); Thomas
McPhail ( MePhail, 2006, 2010 ); Terry Flew ( Flew, 2007 ); Terhy Rantanen
(Rantanen, 2005); Robert McChesney and Edward Herman (McChasney and
Herman, 2004 ). They, mainly, emphasize the tendencies of media imperialism,
whose effects are present and felt all around the world, and, within that, most

sensitive are-tocal cultures and their value systems. That sensitivity, mainly,

appears because of fear which confronts local cultures that they are in danger,
before all, from the wrapping up of West society and culture, on their cultural
values and ways of life, through films, music, magazines, printing and other
channels of communication. Thomas McPhail speaks that the situation in which
are local cultures is because of their weak economic, politic and cultural power
in world, so because of that, diffusion of medium imperialism is in strong
countries which have wide possibilities to wrap their own cultures and to form

the rest of world according their needs and interests ( McPhail, 2006: 95-115 ).
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According some opinions, diffusion on media imperialism is a base under
which cerporative media hegemony is built. It appears as a consequence of
economic, technological and law changes that happen in the sphere of media.
Today we are witnesses of the increasing of media corporations which, mainly,
function according capitalistic logic, all with a target to distribute their products
in all parts on planet Earth. As that we separate: Time Warner, Disney, News
Corporation, Vincom, Bertelsmann, Poly Gram, Seagram, Sony, General
Elactric, Wal-Mart which through their marketing and profit activities create
the new medinm order that is constitutional part of global order. On this way,
borders .of national construed societies become unimportant for media

* corporations, because they tend to create one global media space.

Meanwhile, beneath these ambitions, media corporations became
aware that it is unnecessary to make balance with local contexts and their
specifies. Because of that, they adapt their programs according local markets
and cultures, with usage of known strategy global localization or exactly
glocalization ( in Robertson’s terminology). In the end it should be noted that

- communication, from global becomes glocal, and the culture from global

becomes glocal.

Discussion . :

- In many books study globalization with another phenomena, such as
globalization and politics, globalization and identity, globalization and
economy, globalization and human rights or globalization and culture. All
studies are important, but for us are extremely important is question about
globalization and media. But, we think the pairing of globalization and media
which are of utmost importance for more adequate understanding of our
situation and our predicament in the modern world. Today, globalization is
dependent of media, but also media are' dependent of globalization. This
emphasis of globalization and media was illustrated in Globalization and
Media: Global Village of Babel ( Lule, 2012). Jack Lule has been interested to
illustrate the link between globalization and media. He argued that
globalization and media act in concert and cohort, and that the two have
partnered throughout the whole human history. The opening vignettes are
designed to emphasize the role of media in global events. From cave paintings -
to papyrus to printing press to television to Facebook, media have made
globalization possible ( Lule, 2012:5). For him, globalization is anytime,
anyone does anything anywhere across borders, and media is anything people
use to communicate (6). This conceptualization very adequately captures the

1231



Faculty of Law, Goce Delcev University, Shtip, Repablic of Macedonia

potentlal of globalization and media in modern society. In our day,
globalization aad media has made the world smaller, because, societies and
cultures come into increasing contact. Namely, role of globalization and media
is to created our world today, but, they have responsibility to create a better
world tomorrow.
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