
SPECIAL PRINT

FROM:

Medicine and Ethics in Times of Corona

edited by

Martin Woesler and Hans-Martin Sass

LIT



Content 

 

BIOGRAPHIES..........................................................................................................................vii 
 
FOREWORDS BY THE EDITORS 

Corona – A Reflection During the Pandemic 

Martin Woesler .............................................................................................................................1 
Corona – A threat not just to individuals, but to social and political bodies 
Hans-Martin Sass .........................................................................................................................3 
 
TRIAGE 
Rationing Health Care in the COVID-19 Pandemic: Implementing Ethical Triage 
James F. Childress........................................................................................................................5 
The Professional Ethics of Triage of Life-Sustaining Treatment in a Pandemic 
Laurence B. McCullough ............................................................................................................15 
The Corona Virus and Emergency Management. Triage, Epidemics, Biomedical Ter-
ror and Warfare 
Hans-Martin Sass .......................................................................................................................25 
The Question of Justice in Treating the COVID-19 Patients -- has prioritizing the fit-
test to receive the treatment become the norm? 
Michael Cheng-tek Tai................................................................................................................37 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 
Responsibility and Ethics in Times of Corona 
Martin Woesler ...........................................................................................................................45 
Normality “ex post”: social conditions of moral responsibility 
Carmen Kaminsky.......................................................................................................................63 
 
ETHICS AND BIOETHICS 
Ethics Approaches in Dealing with the Corona Pandemic 
Mathias Schüz .............................................................................................................................75 
Integrative bioethics in the time/not in the time of COVID-19: Caring, Behaving and 
Responsibilities towards Future Generations 
Hanna Hubenko ..........................................................................................................................87 
 
THE ROLE OF ETHICS, ETHICS COMMITTEES 
Do we still need Ethics? Morals hold the direction between opposite poles 
Erny Gillen .................................................................................................................................99 
The Pandemic Crisis and what it reveals about Western and Eastern Ethics 
Alicia Hennig ............................................................................................................................107 
The Foundation and Functioning of the World Emergency COVID19 Pandemic Ethics 
Committee 
Darryl Macer ............................................................................................................................115 
 
SOCIAL ISOLATION AND THE CATEGORY OF THE EXTRA VULNERABLE 
The Hidden Cost of Social Isolation 
Irene M. Miller..........................................................................................................................135 
Ethics in times of Corona: Should close relatives of persons with COVID-19 be al-
lowed to visit their loved ones in the hospital? 
David Martin ............................................................................................................................139 
The Corona Virus pandemic and the Al-majiri system in Nigeria: protecting the extra 
vulnerable 
Peter F. Omonzejele .................................................................................................................145 
 



iv  Content  

 

THE ROLE OF SCIENCE AND CORONA AS A SYMPTOM 
Science and Ethics in Times of Crisis 
Željko Kaluđerović....................................................................................................................151 
Pandemic as a Symptom 
Hrvoje Jurić ..............................................................................................................................161 
 
GOOD PRACTICE 
Good Clinical Practice compliance in pandemic COVID19: It is feasible? 
Salvador Ribas..........................................................................................................................173 
Autonomy and Trust: Conclusions from the Greek Model of Management of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
Eleni Kalokairinou....................................................................................................................181 
 
REGIONAL EXPERIENCES 
The technology Utilization and Social Background that led to the K-Quarantine 
Jiwon Shim, Juhee Eom, Sun Geu Chae ...................................................................................187 
Corona Combat, Human Dignity and the Rights: Global Reflections and Indian Milieu 
- An Ethical Evaluation 
Rishi Raj Kishore ......................................................................................................................197 
Controversy in Japan’s testing policy against the novel coronavirus disease and the 
difficulties surrounding the fact 
Yutaka Kato ..............................................................................................................................221 
Ethical and Policy Issues in the Epidemic of Coronavirus in China. A Defense for Of-
fensive Strategy against the Spread of Zoonosis 
Ruipeng Lei, Renzong Qiu ........................................................................................................233 
 
PHILOSOPHICAL, DAOIST AND CONFUCIANIST PERSPECTIVES 
Infectious diseases bear Philosophy 
Kiyokazu Nakatomi ...................................................................................................................245 
The Moment of Dao: Despair, Joy, and Resilience in the Time of Global Pandemic 
2020 
Robin R. Wang ..........................................................................................................................255 
Communitarianism, Liberalism and Confucianism 
Yuli Liu .....................................................................................................................................263 
 
MODERNITY AND SUSTAINABILITY, DATA 
Bioethics and Pandemics in the Modern World: COVID-19 
Farida Tansykovna Nezhmetdinova, Marina Elisovna Guryleva..............................................271 
Sustainable COVID-19 Response Measures: An Ethical Imperative for Enhancing 
Core Human Capabilities 
Leonardo D. de Castro, Jeanette Yasol-Naval..........................................................................283 
Personal Data and COVID-19 
Márcia Santana Fernandes, José Roberto Goldim ...................................................................301 
 
ECONOMICS 
A Shift in Economic Paradigms – The Newmality 
Christian Buschmann................................................................................................................315 



 Martin Woesler/Hans-Martin Sass v 

 

Of Nemesis and Narcissus: Lessons COVID may provide for enterprises – and ethics 
– of global health promotion and biosecurity 
Diane DiEuliis, Nikola B. Kohls, James Giordano ...................................................................323 
The Coronavirus Pandemic under Unfavourable Social Economic Conditions 
Geni Maria Hoss.......................................................................................................................329 
Post-Pandemic Business Pivot: 4 Trends to Watch 
Sean Hull ..................................................................................................................................337 
 
WORK LIFE 
Strategies for the New World of Work 
Paul Melot de Beauregard........................................................................................................343 
Home office in the pandemic: Curse or blessing? 
Eva Dahlke, Peter Kegel...........................................................................................................351 
 
REFLECTION AND THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 
Declaration of War on Modern Civilization by the New Coronavirus is a Great 
Opportunity to Review it 
Tsuyoshi Awaya .............................................................................................................. 357 
Islam’s Approach to Infectious Diseases through the Eyes of a Ninth Century Muslim 
Scholar  
Baydar, Tuba Erkoç ..................................................................................................................365 
How Can God Let this Happen? A Theological Reflection on the Pandemic 
Martin Eberle ...........................................................................................................................377 
 
OUTLOOK 
Beyond Pandemics: the Reorganization of Powers and the New Face of Society 
Christian Byk ............................................................................................................................389 
The Syndemic Perspective and the Need for Health Hermeneutics 
Fernando Lolas.........................................................................................................................405 
Between Ego(centr)ism and Cooperation: Would People become Moraly Disengaged 
or More Altruistic after the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Ana Fritzhand, Dejan Donev ....................................................................................................411 
Statement on Individual Autonomy and Social Responsibility 
WeCope (Coordinator Derril Macer) .......................................................................................419 



Biographies 
 

Awaya, Prof. Dr. Tsuyoshi B.Sc., LL.M., Ph.D., Professor of Bioethics and Medical Law, Fac-
ulty of Law, Okayama Shoka University, Okayama, Japan. (Professor Emeritus, Okayama Uni-
versity, Okayama, Japan). Specialization in Bioethics, Medical Law, Law and Sociology. Hon-
ors: 1. Testimony at the U.S. Congress on the Transplantation of Organs from Executed Prison-
ers in China, 1998, 2. Award for Promotion of Research from the Japan Association for Bio-
ethics, 1996. About 40 Books and Over 100 Academic Articles. For many years, he has been 
conducting fact-finding surveys, legislative researches, etc. on organ transplantation in Asian 
countries. Specifically, he conducted various surveys on organ trafficking in India and the Phil-
ippines, on excuted prisoners and Falun Gong transplants in China. He had a testimony and a 
statement on the transplantation of organs from executed prisoners in China at the International 
Relations Committee and the Government Reform and Oversight Committee of the United 
States House of Representatives on June 4, 1998: DECLARATION OF WAR ON MODERN 
CIVILIZATION BY THE NEW CORONAVIRUS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO RE-
VIEW IT. 

Baydar, Prof. Dr. Tuba Erkoç is Assistant Professor with Ibn Haldun University. She was 
born in Bitlis, graduated from Uludag University Faculty of Theology with a minor in Social 
Sciences in 2009. She completed her master’s degree at the Faculty of Theology at Istanbul 
University in 2011 with her thesis, “Command and Prohibition in Abû Ishâq Al-Shîrâzî’s Legal 
Thought”. In 2011, her doctorate studies started at Marmara University in the field of Islamic 
Law and she continued to work as research assistant at the same department. In 2017, she 
gained the title of doctor with the thesis of “Euthanasia and Withholding Treatment: an Islamic 
Legal Analysis”.  Tuba Erkoc Baydar was born in a scholarly family and began her studies at an 
early age under her family. Her madrasah education continued at Bursa and at Istanbul. Mean-
while, she completed ISAM’s AYP program. She has been at France, Syria and Jordan for edu-
cational purposes and in 2014, she stayed for a year at United States at Georgetown University 
Kennedy Institute of Ethics for conducting research and participating several courses: ISLAM’S 
APPROACH TO INFECTIOUS DISEASES THROUGH THE EYES OF A NINTH CEN-
TURY MUSLIM SCHOLAR. 

Beauregard, Hon. Prof. Dr. Paul Melot de is a partner of the international law firm of Jones 
Day in Dusseldorf and honorary professor of Fern University Hagen (Germany). After finishing 
his studies at the universities in Munich and Wurzburg with the first state exam he earned his 
Ph.D. under Curt-Wolfgang Hergenröder at Wurzburg University with a thesis dealing with col-
lective bargaining agreements. After that he earned the degree of an LL.M. (labour law) at the 
London School of Economics (UK). He advises and publishes in regard to all matters involving 
German and European employment law: STRATEGIES FOR THE NEW WORLD OF WORK. 

Buschmann, Dr. Christian, is Treasury Manager at a Frankfurt-based broker 
dealer, a subsidiary of one of Japan’s largest banking groups. Before this he spent 11 years at a 
leading German Bank in several positions in Frankfurt am Main, London, and Luxembourg. He 
holds a diploma-degree in business administration from the Business and Information Technol-
ogy School (BiTS) in Iserlohn and a MA and PhD from the Frankfurt School of Finance & 
Management. Since 2017 he is board member of the Allied European Financial Markets Asso-
ciaton (AEFMA) and responsible for AEFMA’s education programme. - 
cfc.buschmann@gmail.com: A SHIFT IN ECONOMIC PARADIGMS – THE NEWMALITY. 

Byk, Christian, is Judge at the Court of Appeal in Paris, Secretary General of the International 
Association of Law, Ethics and Science and Chairman of the Intergovernmental Bioethics 
Committee of UNESCO (2017-2019). christian.byk@gmail.com: BEYOND PANDEMICS: 
THE REORANIZATION OF POWERS AND THE NEW FACE OF SOCIETY 

Castro, Prof. Dr. Leonardo d. de, - Professorial Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, Univer-
sity of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City. He chairs the Philippine Health Research Ethics 
Board and is a member of the National Ethics Committee. He has been lecturing for UNESCO’s 



viii  Biographies   

 

Ethics Teacher Training Course. He has served as Senior Research Fellow at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore, Editor-in-Chief of the Asian Bioethics Review, Vice President of the 
UNESCO International Bioethics Committee, President of the Asian Bioethics Association, and 
Centennial Professor at the University of the Philippines. His research interests include research 
ethics, transplant ethics, ethics of migration, bioethics teaching and Pilosopiyang Pilipino. De-
castro.bioethics@gmail.com: SUSTAINABLE COVID-19 RESPONSE MEASURES: AN 
ETHICAL IMPERATIVE FOR ENHANCING CORE HUMAN CAPABILITIES.  

Chae, Sun Geu is Research Engineer at the Industrial Engineering Department in Hanyang 
University, South Korea. His research interests include data mining based on machine learning 
and deep learning algorithms; itwavesu@gmail.com: THE TECHNOLOGY UTILIZATION 
AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND THAT LED TO THE K-QUARANTINE. 

Childress, Prof. em. James F. is Professor Emeritus at the University of Virginia, where he 
was formerly University Professor, the John Allen Hollingsworth Professor of Ethics, Professor 
of Religious Studies, and founding director of the Institute for Practical Ethics and Public Life. 
He is the author of numerous articles and several books in biomedical ethics and in other areas 
of ethics. His books include Principles of Biomedical Ethics (with Tom L. Beauchamp); the 8th 
edition/40th anniversary edition appeared in 2019; the book has been translated into a dozen 
other languages. His most recent book is Public Bioethics: Principles and Problems (2020). 
Childress has served on several national committees examining bioethics and public policy. He 
was vice chair of the national Task Force on Organ Transplantation, served on the Recombinant 
DNA Advisory Committee, and was appointed to the National Bioethics Advisory Commission 
by President Clinton. He is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine: RA-
TIONING HEALTH CARE IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC: IMPLEMENTING ETHICAL 
TRIAGE. 

Dahlke, Dr. med. Eva physician in training to specialize in occupational medicine with a pro-
found knowledge of emergency medicine and global assistance medicine. Postgraduate studies 
in medical ethics focusing on the interface between occupational medicine and ethics, primarily 
digital communication transformation concerning vulnerable groups: HOME OFFICE IN THE 
PANDEMIC: CURSE OR BLESSING?  

DiEuliis, Dr. Diane is a Senior Research fellow at National Defense University.  Her research 
areas focus on emerging biological technologies, biodefense, and preparedness for bio-
threats.  Specific topic areas under this broad research portfolio include dual use life sciences 
research, synthetic biology, the US bioeconomy, disaster recovery, and behavioral, cognitive, 
and social science as it relates to important aspects of deterrence and preparedness. Dr. DiEuliis 
currently lectures in a variety of foundational professional military education courses across all 
the services: OF NEMESIS AND NARCISSUS: LESSONS COVID MAY PROVIDE FOR 
ENTERPRISES – AND ETHICS – OF GLOBAL HEALTH PROMOTION AND BIOSECU-
RITY. 

Donev, Prof. Dr. Dejan. Born in Skopje, North Macedonia, in 1976. He completed his studies 
in philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje in 
1999. He received master degree from the same University in 2005, and doctoral degree in June 
2008, both in philosophy. The key research interests of prof. Donev are in Ethics, History of 
Ethics, especially Bioethics, Ecological Ethics and Animal Ethics. During his professional ca-
reer he has published numerous scientific papers, participated in a number of referent interna-
tional scientific conferences and congresses, as well as in national and regional scientific re-
search projects. Prof. Donev is working on the Department of Philosophy at the Faculty of 
Philosophy,University “Sts.Cyril and Methodius”, in Skopje, N. Macedonia and currently is the 



 Martin Woesler/Hans-Martin Sass ix 

 

Head of the Center for integrative bioethics at the same faculty. E-mail contact: donevde-
jan@fzf.ukim.edu.mk: BETWEEN EGO(CENTR)ISM AND COOPERATION: WOULD 
PEOPLE BECOME MORALY DISENGAGED OR MORE ALTRUISTIC AFTER THE 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC? 

Eberle, Dr. theol. Martin, studied Protestant Theology in Heidelberg, Leipzig, Berlin, Biele-
feld and Madurai (India). With an interdisciplinary work on the topic “Understanding Economic 
Ethics. Max Weber’s Studies on Ancient Judaism from a theological-ethical perspective” he 
received his doctorate from the Kirchliche Hochschule Wuppertal/Bethel (Germany). He is the 
pastor of the German Lutheran Church Washington, D.C.: HOW CAN GOD LET THIS 
HAPPEN? A THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON THE PANDEMIC. 

Elisovna, Prof. Dr. Guryleva Marina doctor of medical Sciences, Professor of the Department 
of biomedical ethics, biomedical law with a course in the history of medicine of the Kazan state 
medical University. Chairman of the Local Ethics Committee for clinical research of Kazan 
state medical University, member of the International society of clinical bioethics. Research 
interests: bioethics, ethics and standards of clinical research, history of medicine, public health. 
E-mail: meg4478@mail.ru: BIOETHICS AND PANDEMICS IN THE MODERN WORLD: 
COVID-19. 

Eom, Prof. Juhee is Research Professor in the Graduate School of Public Health at Yonsei Uni-
versity in Korea. She studied constitutional law, public law and bioethics at Yonsei University in 
Korea and leads an NRF-funded (National Research Foundation of Korea) project on neurolaw 
foundation construction in relation to emerging technology, neuroscience and ethics on legal 
perspectives; juheelight@gmail.com: THE TECHNOLOGY UTILIZATION AND SOCIAL 
BACKGROUND THAT LED TO THE K-QUARANTINE. 

Fernandes, Prof. Dr. Márcia Santana - Brazil. PhD in Law (UFRGS) and Post-Doctorate in 
Medicine in Medical Sciences (UFRGS). Professor of the Professional Master in Clinical Re-
search of the Hospital de Clínicas de Porto Alegre (HCPA) and Associate Researcher of the 
Bioethics and Ethics in Science Research Laboratory (LAPEBEC/HCPA). Collaborating Pro-
fessor at PPGD-PUCRS. Professor at Feevale University. Associate and member of the board of 
the Institute for Cultural Studies (IEC). Fellow of the Digital Society Inititiave, University of 
Zurich. CV: http://lattes.cnpq.br/2132565174726788: PERSONAL DATA AND COVID-19. 
Fritzhand, Prof. Dr. Ana. Born in Skopje, North Macedonia, in 1978. She completed her stud-
ies in psychology at the Faculty of Philosophy, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje in 
2001. She received master degree from the same University in 2007, and doctoral degree in 
May 2010, both in psychology. The key research interests of prof. Fritzhand are in Develop-
mental psychology, Moral psychology, and the Psychology of peace and conflict. During her 
professional career she has published numerous scientific papers, participated in a number of 
referent international scientific conferences and congresses, as well as in national and regional 
scientific research projects. Prof. Fritzhand  is currently the head of the Department of Psychol-
ogy at the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje and Vice President of the Chamber of Psychologists 
of North Macedonia. E-mail contact: anaf@fzf.ukim.edu.mk: BETWEEN EGO(CENTR)ISM 
AND COOPERATION: WOULD PEOPLE BECOME MORALY DISENGAGED OR MORE 
ALTRUISTIC AFTER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC? 

Gillen, Dr. theol. Erny (*1960), founder and director of Moral Factory, has taught and pub-
lished on ethics in theology, medicine and organisations in Luxembourg and Freiburg i.Br. for 
over twenty years. As a practical ethicist, he has led Caritas in Luxembourg, was President of 
Caritas Europa and First Vice-President of Caritas Internationalis, and Vicar General of the 



x  Biographies   

 

Archdiocese of Luxembourg in times of extensive restructuring.- 
erny.gillen@moralfactory.com: DO WE STILL NEED ETHICS? 

Giordano, Prof. Dr. James, Ph.D., is Professor in the Departments of Neurology 
and Biochemistry and Chief of the Neuroethics Studies Program, in the Pellegrino Center for 
Clinical Bioethics, Georgetown University Medical Center, Washington DC, USA; and Senior 
Research Fellow, Biosecurity, Technology and Ethics, US Naval War College, Newport RI, 
USA;  jg353@georgetown.edu: OF NEMESIS AND NARCISSUS: LESSONS COVID MAY 
PROVIDE FOR ENTERPRISES – AND ETHICS – OF GLOBAL HEALTH PROMOTION 
AND BIOSECURITY. 

Goldim, Prof. Dr. José Roberto - Brazil. PhD in Medicine: Medical Clinic at the Federal Uni-
versity of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS). Master in Education (UFRGS) and Biologist. Biologist 
at Hospital de Clínicas de Porto Alegre (HCPA) and head of the Bioethics Service at the Hospi-
tal. He is a Collaborating Professor at UFRGS School of Medicine, being responsible for the 
disciplines of Bioethics at PPG in Medicine: Medical Sciences/UFRGS and Supervising Profes-
sor at Master's and Doctorate level at this same PPG. Associate Professor at PUCRS Medical 
School, in charge of Bioethics and Gerontology discipline at PPG in Biomedical Gerontol-
ogy/PUCRS and Supervising Professor at Master's and Doctorate level. He coordinates the Bio-
ethics Research Group - Interinstitutional Bioethics Nucleus, existing since 1998, with a line of 
research on Bioethics and Complexity. He is the researcher responsible for the Bioethics and 
Ethics in Science Research Laboratory of the Experimental Research Center of HCPA. In 2017 
he received the Fritz Jahr International Award for Research and Promotion of European Bio-
ethics. Fellow of the Digital Society Inititiave, University of Zurich. CV 
http://lattes.cnpq.br/0485816067416121: PERSONAL DATA AND COVID-19. 

Hennig, Prof. Dr. Alicia is holding a full research position as Associate Professor of Business 
Ethics at the department of philosophy at Southeast University in Nanjing, China. She obtained 
her PhD in philosophy and applied ethics (business ethics) from Technical University Darm-
stadt, Germany with co-supervision from Thomas Pogge (Yale, CT, US). During her PhD she 
worked at a leading private business school in Germany, Frankfurt School of Finance and Man-
agement, and published first working papers on China and business ethics. Her current research 
focuses on Chinese philosophy and its application in organizations in the context of values, eth-
ics and innovation. In addition to her research she also has practical working experience gained 
at Chinese as well as foreign companies in China: COMMUNITARIANISM, LIBERALISM 
AND CONFUCIANISM. 

Hoss, Prof. em. Dr. Geni Maria holds a PhD in theology with a major in bioethics, from 
Faculdade EST, Brazil. She was professor of bioethics in the courses of human sciences. Cur-
rently is an independent scholar and is also active as guest lecturer and consultant in the area of 
bioethics, hospital humanization projects, health and spirituality, pastoral counseling and Chris-
tian Theology and environmental responsibility. E-Mail contact: geni.hoss@yahoo.com.br: THE 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC UNDER UNFAVOURABLE SOCIAL ECONOMIC CONDI-
TIONS. 

Hubenko, Prof. Dr. Hanna, Ph.D., is Associate Professor in the Department of Public Health 
of the Medical Institute (Sumy State University (SSU) and Founder and Head of ‘Bioethics’ 
(NGO), hanna.hubenko@gmail.com, bioethics.ngo@gmail.com: INTEGRATIVE BIOETHICS 
IN THE TIME/NOT IN THE TIME OF COVID-19: CARING, BEHAVING AND RESPON-
SIBILITIES TOWARDS FUTURE GENERATIONS. 



 Martin Woesler/Hans-Martin Sass xi 

 

Jurić, Prof. Dr. Hrvoje, PhD, born in 1975 in Bihać, Bosnia and Herzegovina, studied Phi-
losophy and Croatian Culture at the University of Zagreb (University Centre for Croatian Stud-
ies), earned his PhD degree 2007 in Philosophy at the University of Zagreb (Faculty of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences), worked since 2000 in the Department of Philosophy of the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb, since 2019 as  Full Professor of Ethics 
and Bioethics. Head of the Department of Philosophy (2016-2020) and Head of Department’s 
Chair of Ethics (since 2015). Chief Secretary of the international conferences “Days of Frane 
Petrić” (2002-2006) and “Lošinj Days of Bioethics” (since 2002). Since 2014 Chief Secretary of 
the Centre of Excellence for Integrative Bioethics, which embraces seven Croatian bioethical 
institutions. President of the Croatian Bioethics Society (2016-2020). Since 2017 Head of the 
University Centre for Integrative Bioethics of the University of Zagreb. Since 1999 Deputy Edi-
tor of the philosophical journals “Filozofska istraživanja” and “Synthesis philosophica”. - 
hjuric@yahoo.com: PANDEMIC AS A SYMPTOM. 

Kalokairinou, Prof. Eleni is Professor of Philosophy, Ethics and Bioethics, Aristotle Univer-
sity of Thessaloniki, E-mail: ekalo@edlit.auth.gr: AUTONOMY AND TRUST: CONCLU-
SIONS FROM THE GREEK MODEL OF MANAGEMENT OF THE COVID-19 PAN-
DEMIC. 

Kaluđerović, Prof. Željko (1964, Vrbas, Serbia) is employed as Full Professor at the Depart-
ment of Philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy of the University in Novi Sad, Serbia (subjects: 
Hellenic Philosophy, Hellenistic-Roman Philosophy, Ethics, Bioethics, Journalistic Ethics and 
Philosophy of Morality), and at the Department of Philosophy and Sociology at the Faculty of 
Philosophy of the University in Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina (subjects: Ancient Greek 
Philosophy and Political Philosophy). Books: Aristotle and Presocratics (2004), Hellenic 
Concept of Justice (2010), Presocratic Understanding of Justice (2013), Philosophical Triptych 
(2014), Dike and Dikaiosyne (2015), Early Greek Philosophy (2017) and Stagirites (2018). He 
has published more than 120 papers and reviews in different science and philosophy journals in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Romania, Serbia, Turkey and USA. Kaluđerović took part in around 55 international 
symposiums and in one international congress (9th World Congress of Bioethics). He is an editor 
in chief of the Journal of Philosophy Arhe (Novi Sad), coordinator of the Center for Bioethics at 
the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy, University in Novi Sad and a member of 
several editorial boards of journals and proceedings, organizational, scientific and program 
committees of various international conferences and symposiums, E-mail contact: zel-
jko.kaludjerovic@ff.uns.ac.rs: SCIENCE AND ETHICS IN TIMES OF CRISIS. 

Kaminsky, Prof. Dr. Carmen, PhD, is full professor for Practical Philosophy at the Faculty for 
Applied Social Studies at Cologne University of Applied Sciences and private lecturer at 
Heinrich-Heine-University-Duesseldorf, both in Germany. Her research areas of focus concern 
central issues of applied ethics. She published on diverse topics of medical-ethics, public health-
ethics, media-ethics and ethics of social work. Her most recent works issue ethical questions of 
digital technologies. – carmen.kaminsky@th-koeln.de: NORMALITY “EX POST”: SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS OF MORAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

Kato, Prof. Dr. Yutaka currently holds an associate professorship in the Department of Liberal 
Arts at Ishikawa Prefectural Nursing University and will be a professor at Shiga University of 
Medical Sciences in October 2020. His main research interests include comparative study of the 
ethical, legal, and social dimensions of healthcare. He received a Ph.D. in medical ethics from 
Osaka University after completing a master’s degree in religious ethics at Yale University: 



xii  Biographies   

 

CONTROVERSY IN JAPAN’S TESTING POLICY AGAINST THE NOVEL 
CORONAVIRUS DISEASE AND THE DIFFICULTIES SURROUNDING THE FACT.  

Kegel, Hans-Peter, born on 20.04.1981 in Homburg/Saar, works as a physician in the field of 
occupational, social and environmental medicine since 2009. His professional experience in-
cludes the planning, implementation and evaluation of scientific studies in the field of occupa-
tional, social and environmental medicine, working in student teaching and the training and fur-
ther education of medical professionals, as well as providing occupational medical care for em-
ployees at schools in the state of Rhineland-Palatinate. Previously published contributions, in-
cluding book contributions, range from topics of classical occupational medicine such as occu-
pational toxicology to questions of future trends of occupational medicine with regard to 
new/digital media: HOME OFFICE IN THE PANDEMIC: CURSE OR BLESSING?. 

Kishore, Dr. Rishi Raj is an expert in both, Medicine and Law. He served the Ministry of 
Health, Government of India for nearly 35 years and was associated with the drafting of Indian 
Transplantation of Human Organs Act, 1994. In 1997, Dr. Kishore founded the Indian Society 
for Health Law and Ethics (ISHLE) of which he continues to be the President till date.  In 2002, 
Dr. Kishore was appointed a Health Law and Bioethics Fellow in the Boston University School 
of Health Law, USA. He has been on the Board of Governors, World Association for Medical 
Law and has been the Chairman, International Committee on Organ Transplantation. He has 
also been a rapporteur for the World Health Organization. Subsequent to his retirement from 
the Ministry of Health in 2004, Dr. Kishore has been practicing as an advocate in the Supreme 
Court of India. Dr. Kishore has been working on a variety of issues in bioethics, health law and 
human rights such as organ transplantation, end of life, clinical trial on human subjects, assisted 
reproductive technologies, foetal rights, abortion, sex selection, stem cells, cloning, HIV/AIDS, 
DNA sampling, and human dignity. By now, he has presented nearly 100 papers in international 
conferences and several of his articles have appeared in leading international journals: CO-
RONA COMBAT, HUMAN DIGNITY AND THE RIGHTS: GLOBAL REFLECTIONS AND 
INDIAN MILIEU - AN ETHICAL EVALUATION.  

Lei, Dr. Ruipeng works at the Department of Philosophy, Centre for Bioethics, Huazhong Uni-
versity of Science and Technology, Wuhan, China. Contact E-Mail: lxp73615@163.com: 
ETHICAL AND POLICY ISSUES IN THE EPIDEMIC OF CORONAVIRUS IN CHINA. A 
DEFENSE FOR OFFENSIVE STRATEGY AGAINST THE SPREAD OF ZOONOSIS. 

Liu, Prof. Dr. Yuli is a Professor in traditional Chinese Ethics at the Department of Philosophy, 
the Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C. She graduated from Renmin University of 
China with Master’s Degree in 1997 and got her PhD in Philosophy at the University of HULL, 
UK in 2002. She was a post-doctoral fellow in the National University of Singapore in 2003. 
She was also invited to be a visiting scholar at Yale University and the University of Trinity St. 
David Wales. In 2015, 2016 and 2017, she was invited to give speeches in the World Peace 
Convention in the UNESCO: COMMUNITARIANISM, LIBERALISM AND CONFU-
CIANISM. 

Lolas, Dr. Fernando is Medical Doctor both at the University of Chile as well as the Central 
University of Chile: THE SYNDEMIC PERSPECTIVE AND THE NEED FOR 
HEALTH HERMENEUTICS. 

Macer, Dr. Darryl, Ph.D., Hon.D., is Director, Eubios Ethics Institute, New Zealand, Japan 
and Thailand, Email: darryl@eubios.info: THE FOUNDATION AND FUNCTIONING OF 
THE WORLD EMERGENCY COVID19 PANDEMIC ETHICS COMMITTEE. 



 Martin Woesler/Hans-Martin Sass xiii 

 

Martin, Prof. Dr. David, born 1973 in Vermont, USA, grew up in the USA, France and Eng-
land. He is a pediatrician, pediatric endocrinologist, oncologist, diabetologist and hematologist. 
He holds the Gerhard Kienle Chair of Medical Theory, Integrative and Anthroposophic Medi-
cine at the University of Witten/Herdecke and leads the pediatric endocrinology, diabetology 
and integrative pediatric oncology services in the Filderklinik, an anthroposophic hospital in 
Germany. He has received several prizes for his research in the field of growth, skeletal devel-
opment and endocrinology and is Counselling Professor of the German National Academic 
Foundation. He is the founder and director of www.feverapp.org, www.warmuptofever.org, and 
the Clinical Foundation Course of the Eugen-Kolisko Academy www.kolisko-academy.org, 
faculty of www.anthroposophic-drs-training.org, scientific director of http://icihm.damid.de/en 
and is co-founder and co-director of www.lebens-Weise.org and www.medienfasten.org. Con-
tact: Chair of Medical Theory, Integrative and Anthroposophic Medicine, Department of Health, 
University of Witten/Herdecke. David.Martin@uni-wh.de: ETHICS IN TIMES OF CORONA: 
SHOULD CLOSE RELATIVES OF PERSONS WITH COVID-19 BE ALLOWED TO VISIT 
THEIR LOVED ONES IN THE HOSPITAL? 

McCullough, Prof. Dr. Laurence B., Ph.D. is Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology of Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, 
Hempstead, New York, and Ethics Scholar in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology of 
Lenox Hill Hospital, New York, New York.  In 2016 the President and Board of Trustees of 
Baylor College of Medicine (Houston, Texas) made him Distinguished Emeritus Professor in 
Baylor’s Center for Medical Ethics and Health Policy, upon his retirement from the College af-
ter 28 years on its faculty.  In 2013 he was recognized for his contribution to medical education 
at Baylor with the Barbara and Corbin J. Robertson, Jr., Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Education.   He has published 590 papers in the peer-reviewed scientific, clinical, ethics, and 
philosophical journals, as well as 62 original chapters in scholarly books. He is the author or co-
author of 8 books and editor or co-editor of 8 books.  He is currently writing Thomas Percival’s 
Medical Ethics and editing Thomas Percival’s Medical Jurisprudence and Medical Ethics for 
the Philosophy and Medicine book series published by Springer (New York City).  He lives in 
Austin, Texas, with his wife Linda J. Quintanilla, Ed.D., a retired community college history 
professor and active scholar of Mexican American history. E-Mail contact: Laur-
ence.McCullough@bcm.edu. Contact: mctaicht@gmail.com: THE PROFESSIONAL ETHICS 
OF TRIAGE OF LIFE-SUSTAINING TREATMENT IN A PANDEMIC. 

Miller, Irene M. celloimm@aol.com, born in Berlin, a cellist, has practiced medicine in USA, 
China and Africa. Now retired, she lives in New Hampshire: THE HIDDEN COST OF SO-
CIAL ISOLATION. 

Nezhmetdinova, Prof. Dr. Farida Tansykovna, PhD of philosopher, associate Professor. 
Head of the Department of philosophy and law of Kazan state Agrarian University, Federal ex-
pert in the scientific and technical sphere of the Ministry of science and higher education of the 
Russian Federation, President of the International society of clinical bioethics, member of the 
Local Ethical Committee for clinical research of Kazan state medical University, Deputy 
Chairman of the Local Ethical Committee for clinical research of Kazan Federal University. 
Research interests: bioethics, social and ethical problems of modern technologies, professional 
education. E-mail: nadgmi@mail.ru: BIOETHICS AND PANDEMICS IN THE MODERN 
WORLD: COVID-19. 

Omonzejele, Dr. Peter, PhD, is a philosopher and bioethicist. He trained in bioethics at the 
University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa and at the University of Central Lan-



xiv  Biographies   

 

cashire, Preston, England. He is Professor of Cross-Cultural Bioethics in the Department of Phi-
losophy, University of Benin, Benin-City, Nigeria. – pfomonzejele@yahoo.com: THE CO-
RONA VIRUS PANDEMIC AND THE AL-MAJIRI SYSTEM IN NIGERIA: PROTECTING 
THE EXTRA VULNERABLE. 

Qiu, Prof. Renzong, Professor, Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; 
Institute of Bioethics, Centre for Ethics and Moral Studies, Renmin University of China; qi-
urenzong@hotmail.com: A DEFENSE FOR OFFENSIVE STRATEGY AGAINST THE 
SPREAD OF ZOONOSIS. 

Ribas, Dr. Salvador holds a PhD in Philosophy from the University of Barcelona; he is Man-
ager for Quality Assurance in clinical trials, a Board Member of the Spanish Quality Assurance 
Society (SEGCIB), and also Vice-President of the International Society for Clinical Bioethics 
(ISCB); salvador.ribas@gmail.com: GOOD CLINICAL PRACTICE COMPLIANCE IN PAN-
DEMIC COVID19: IT IS FEASIBLE? 

Sass, Prof. em. Dr. Hans-Martin, is Professor Emeritus at Georgetown University, Washing-
ton DC and Ruhr-University, Bochum FRG, Honorary Professor at Renmin University and Pe-
king Union Medical College in Beijing, PRC. This article is based on 2005 and 2009 lectures at 
Peking Union Medical College and Tsinghua University, PRC, and in hospitals in Bochum, 
FRG. His numerous articles and books discuss issues of bioethics, philosophy and social and 
political science. - sasshm@aol.com: THE CORONA VIRUS AND EMERGENCY MAN-
AGEMENT. TRIAGE, EPIDEMICS, BIOMEDICAL TERROR AND WARFARE. 

Schüz, Prof. Dr. phil. Mathias studied physics, philosophy and education at the Johannes 
Gutenberg University of Mainz. He was a co-initiator and long-standing member of the Execu-
tive Board of the Gerling Academy for Risk Research, Zurich, and is currently Professor of Re-
sponsible Leadership and Business Ethics at the Zurich University of Applied Sciences 
(ZHAW) in Winterthur, Switzerland: ETHICS APPROACHES IN DEALING WITH THE 
CORONA PANDEMIC.  

Sean Hull is a technologist, problem solver and consultant with a 15+ year history of designing, 
planning and driving the delivery of strategic programs globally, primarily in the insurance do-
main. His track record includes work with Fortune 50 firms, Big Six Consulting, and not-for-
profit organizations. Sean is a certified project manager and his academic qualifications include 
a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from Ashland University and a Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) in International Relations from the Ohio State University; sean.hull@gmail.com: POST-
PANDEMIC BUSINESS PIVOT: 4 TRENDS TO WATCH. 

Shim, Prof. Dr. Jiwon is Research Professor in Humanities Research Institute at Chung-Ang 
University in Korea. She wrote her PhD dissertations on human enhancement at Muenster Uni-
versity in Germany, and leads an NRF-funded (National Research Foundation of Korea) project 
on issues of human enhancement, artificial intelligence, and medical ethics; 
g1dmpkr@gmail.com: THE TECHNOLOGY UTILIZATION AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND 
THAT LED TO THE K-QUARANTINE. 

Sun Geu Chae is Research Engineer at the Industrial Engineering Department in Hanyang Uni-
versity, South Korea. His research interests include data mining based on machine learning and 
deep learning algorithms; itwavesu@gmail.com: THE TECHNOLOGY UTILIZATION AND 
SOCIAL BACKGROUND THAT LED TO THE K-QUARANTINE. 

Tai, Prof. Dr. Michael Cheng-tek, Chair professor of bioethics and medical humanities of the 
Institute of Medicine, Chungshan Medical Univeristy, Taichung, Taiwan. He earned his Ph.D. 
in Comparative Ethics from Concordia University in Montreal, Canada and had taught at Con-



 Martin Woesler/Hans-Martin Sass xv 

 

cordia University, Montreal, King College, Bristol, Tennessee and University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Canada before his return to Taiwan in 1997. Since then he had served the dean of the 
College of Medical Humanities and Social Sciences and the chairman of the department of So-
cial Medicine of the Chungshan Medical University. He was the president of International Soci-
ety for Clinical Bioethics from 2006-2010 and served on the editorial board of the Journal of 
Medical Ethics (England), European Journal of Bioethics (Croatia), Medicine and Philosophy 
(China), Medical Education, Tzuchi Journal of Medicine (Taiwan) and the chief editor of For-
mosan Journal of Medical Humanities. He is a member of Medical Research Ethics Committee 
of Academia Sinica, IRB member of the National Chengchi University, Taipei, IRB member of 
Chungshan Medical University, Taichung and convener of the subcommittee on Education and 
International Relation of the Ethics Governance Committee of Taiwan National Biobank. He 
also sits on Medical Affairs Committee, Medical Ethics Committee and Biobank Research 
Committee of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfares, Taiwan. Among his monographs are 
The Way of Asian Bioethics (in English), A Medical Ethics of Life and Death, The Foundation 
and Practice of Research Ethics, The Medical Humanities in the New Era etc. and numerous 
scholarly papers around the world: THE QUESTION OF JUSTICE IN TREATING THE 
COVID-19 PATIENTS – HAS PRIORITIZING THE FITTEST TO RECEIVE THE TREAT-
MENT BECOME THE NORM? 

Wang, Prof. Dr. Robin R. is Professor of Philosophy at Loyola Marymount University, Los 
Angeles and The Berggruen fellow (2016-17) at The Center for Advanced Study in the Behav-
ioral Sciences (CASBS), Stanford University. Her teaching and research center on Chinese and 
Comparative Philosophy, particularly on Daoist Philosophy, Women and Gender in Chinese 
culture and tradition. She is the author of Yinyang: The Way of Heaven and Earth in Chinese 
Thought and Culture (Cambridge University Press 2012) and editor of Chinese Philosophy in 
an Era of Globalization, (SUNY Press 2004) and Images of Women in Chinese Thought and 
Culture: Writings from the Pre-Qin Period to the Song Dynasty (Hackett 2003). She was the 
President of Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy (2016-18). Contact: 
robin.wang@lmu.edu: THE MOMENT OF DAO: DESPAIR, JOY, AND RESILIENCE IN 
THE TIME OF GLOBAL PANDEMIC 2020. 

Woesler, Prof. Dr. Martin, holds a Ph.D. in Chinese Studies and was born in 1969. He is a 
member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts (Salzburg), Professor of Literature and 
Communication in China (Witten/Herdecke University), Xiaoxiang Scholar Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Chinese Studies, Comparative Literature and Translation Studies (Hunan Normal Uni-
versity) and in 2020, he is appointed Jean Monnet Chair Professor. He is President of the World 
Association of Chinese Studies and the German China Society. His research focuses on Chinese 
literature, cultural comparison and social transformation processes, especially digitization, in 
China, including in comparison to Germany, Europe and the USA. He has received wide atten-
tion with his paper “Learning from China: Stopping the epidemic, not just slowing it down. And 
why 70% of Germans will not fall ill with COVID-19”. Bulletin of the German China Society 
(2020.3.30)17-27, online: http://universitypress.eu/de/ 9783865152862_002.pdf: RESPONSI-
BILITY AND ETHICS IN TIMES OF CORONA. 

Yasol-Naval, Prof. Dr. Jeanette L. - Professor at the Department of Philosophy, College of 
Social Sciences and Philosophy (CSSP), University of the Philippines, Diliman. She has served 
as the Chairperson of the Department of Philosophy and is currently the Director of the UP 
Padayon Public Service Office under the Office of the Vice President for Public Affairs, UP 
System. She has completed two Postdoctoral Research Fellowships at Kobe University, Japan 
where she worked in the areas Environmental Ethics and Philosophy of Food. Her current 
researches include emerging animal ethics in disaster and epistemological, ethical and political 



xvi  Biographies   

 

searches include emerging animal ethics in disaster and epistemological, ethical and political 
discourses in gastronomy. Contact : jlyasolnaval@up.edu.ph: SUSTAINABLE COVID-19 RE-
SPONSE MEASURES: AN ETHICAL IMPERATIVE FOR ENHANCING CORE HUMAN 
CAPABILITIES. 

Members, World Emergency COVID19 Pandemic Ethics (WeCope) Committee:  
STATEMENT ON INDIVIDUAL AUTONOMY AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN 
A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 
 
Dr. Thalia Arawi (Lebanon) 
Dr. Mouna Ben Azaiz (Tunisia) 
Dr. Lian Bighorse (San Carlos Apache Na-
tion, USA) 
Dr. Andrew Bosworth (Canada) 
Dr. Rhyddhi Chakraborty (India, UK) 
Mr. Anthony Mark Cutter (U.K.) 
Dr. Mireille D'Astous (Canada) 
Dr. Ayoub Abu Dayyeh (Jordan) 
Dr. Nilza Maria Diniz (Brazil) 
Dr. Hasan Erbay (Turkey) 
Prof. Nader Ghotbi (Japan) 
Prof. Abhik Gupta (India) 
Prof. Soraj Hongladarom (Thailand) 
Prof. Miwako Hosoda (Japan) 
Prof. Dena Hsin-Chen Hsin (Taiwan) 
Dr. Anower Hussain (Bangladesh) 
Prof. Bang-Ook Jun (Republic of Korea) 
Prof. Hassan Kaya (South Africa) 
Dr. Sumaira Khowaja-Punjwani (Pakistan) 
Prof. Julian Kinderlerer (South Africa) 
Dr. Lana Al-Shareeda Le Blanc (Iraq) 
Prof. Marlon Lofredo (the Philippines) 
Dr. Manuel Lozano Rodríguez (Spain) 
Prof. Darryl Macer (New Zealand) 
Prof. Raffaele Mantegazza (Italy) 
Dr. Aziza Menouni (Morocco) 
Dr. Endreya Marie McCabe (Delaware Na-
tion, USA) 
Prof. Erick Valdés Meza (Chile, USA) 
Dr. Ravichandran Moorthy (Malaysia) 
Prof. Firuza Nasyrova (Tajikistan) 
Dr. Suma Parahakaran (Malaysia) 
Prof. Maria do Céu Patrão Neves (Portugal) 
Prof. Deborah Kala Perkins (USA) 
Prof. Osama Rajkhan (Saudi Arabia) 
Ms. Carmela Roybal (Tewa Nation, USA) 
Prof. Mariodoss Selvanayagam (India) 
Prof. Mihaela Serbulea (Romania) 
Dr. Jasdev Rai Singh (England) 

Dr. Raquel R. Smith (USA) 
Prof. Takao Takahashi (Japan) 
Dr. Ananya Tritipthumrongchok (Thailand) 
Dr. Lakshmi Vyas (UK) 
Prof. Yanguang Wang (China) 
Prof. John Weckert (Australia) 
Dr. Anke Weisheit (Uganda) 
 



Between Ego(centr)ism and Cooperation: 
Would People become Moraly Disengaged  

or More Altruistic after the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 

Ana Fritzhand, University “Ss. Cyril and Methodius”, North Macedonia 

Dejan Donev, University “Ss. Cyril and Methodius”, North Macedonia 

 

Abstract 

The world is facing great health challenge since COVID-19 pandemic was declared. How-
ever, it is not only immense health issue, but also psychological, bioethical, economical, and 
political one. There are many unanswered questions. Among them is how this pandemic will 
affect people’s mental health and their moral behavior? In this paper, the authors are focusing 
on the dilemma whether people will become more morally disengaged, or more altruistic after 
the pandemic is over. Hence, the knowledge from ethics and psychology is integrated, having in 
mind that people have potential for being both good and bad in their actions towards others. 
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1. Introduction 

COVID-19 pandemic is the most popular daily issue since the day it was declared by 
WHO. It raises unique ethical dilemmas because it is not only immense health issue, but also 
psychological, bioethical, economical, and political one. Thus, it makes demands on society 
from all domains of life, worldwide. According to Regilme Jr. (2020), although only twenty 
years of the 21st century have passed, the world already faced three grand crises. The first one is 
related to the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the USA. The second happened in 2007-2008 and was re-
lated to the global financial crisis that was considered the worst economic crisis since 1930s. 
Finally, the third one is still happening and is called “COVID-19” pandemic. This newest crisis 
has also accelerated the emergence of an epistemic crisis that became obvious in delegitimation 
and pervasive doubt of/in professional expertise, scientific knowledge as well as the reliability 
and legitimacy of established institutions, including public health institutions. 

Following this, there are many open questions regarding various aspects of social and per-
sonal functioning that are important, especially from the bioethical standpoint. Concepts like 
“social distancing”, “the new reality/normality”, “isolation”, “lockdown” etc., are already com-
mon in the media. As Khoo and Lantos (2020:1) point out, everybody are facing restriction on 
freedom of movement and must deal with it the best they can. But, how the application of these 
concepts relates to everyday quality of peoples’ life? It is almost sure that this pandemic will 
affect and is already affecting the mental health of individuals. However, there is still no final 
answer on how it will affect people’s mental health and their moral behavior on short and long-
term basis? Finally, although everybody speak of “new normality” and that “the life will never 
be the same”, what it is really going to look like when this is all over?  

 

2. Moral Disengagement vs. Altruism 

There is an increasing interest among psychologists, both researchers and practitioners, 
about the concept of moral disengagement. Albert Bandura (2016), the author of this concept, 
points out that in order to understand morality and moral behavior as a whole, it is necessary to 
be able to explain not only what motivates people to behave morally, but also why in certain 
circumstances people behave passively, inhumanly and/or violently, but still have a positive 



412 Would People become Moraly Disengaged or More Altruistic after the pandemic? 

 

opinion of themselves. Theories of morality are usually directed towards the inhibitory aspect of 
moral agency, which is manifested in one’s ability to refrain from inhumane behavior. However, 
there is also a proactive form of moral agency. It is recognized in compassion for the suffering 
of others or in efforts to improve their well-being, often to one’s own detriment.  

In the past, moral development theories have focused on the adoption of moral standards 
and the development of moral reasoning as prerequisites for moral behavior. However, it is 
quite clear today that these concepts are not the most important factors leading to individual’s 
moral behavior. Moral disengagement is one of the arguments that underpin this view. This is 
because selective activation and disengagement from self-sanctioning, enables different actions 
by individuals with the same moral standards. This is observed in certain situations where moral 
disengagement is manifested by individuals who otherwise show compassion in other areas of 
their lives. Moral disengagement is closely linked to the self-regulation mechanisms that need to 
be activated first. Therefore, some individuals can be both cruel and humane towards different 
people at the same time, depending on whom they include and exclude from their category of 
humanity (Bandura, 2016). 

According to Khoo and Lantos (2020:2), there are evidence of increased domestic violence 
and alcohol abuse during the quarantine period, where children are mostly vulnerable due to 
their lack of power. Travel restrictions and the lockdowns of schools, universities and work 
places are main factors for emerging feelings of loneliness, boredom, confusion, anger, frustra-
tion, as well as continuous feeling of being inadequately informed. Some or all of these are re-
flected in peoples’ actions and can result in various forms of unadapt or dysfunctional reasoning 
and behavior. However, having in mind the global focus on the at-risk populations, the fear for 
the safety of others, i.e altruistic fear (Warr & Ellison, 2000; as cited in Sloan et al., 2020:3), 
has also become apparent. This type of fear is perceived in those individuals who fear for their 
families, friends and members of the close community of getting the virus, instead of feeling 
frightened exclusively for their own health. 

As Jeronimus (2020) points out, COVID-19 pandemic already entered every aspect of peo-
ples’ lives and accelerated societal transformations. Although this pandemic affects individuals 
to a different level, depending on various factors (ex. age, gender, socioeconomic status, culture, 
personality, resilience etc.), it is more than obvious that at least secondary stress is present 
among majority of people. There is also change in values, politics and resources in the coun-
tries, especially those mostly affected by the virus. Furthermore, the number of lockdowns and 
prolonged social isolation is closely linked to financial and mental health issues. It also influ-
ences the way people organize their social networks, which can lead to the need of readjustment 
at the individual and social level as well. In this sense, when analyzing different cohorts it be-
comes obvious that youth and emerging adults are facing the challenge of maturing faster than 
their peers from previous generations. As for the others, it is plausible to experience increased 
level of introversion, uncertainty, and become more risk-aversive. Thus, the COVID-19 pan-
demic influence the individual’s complex set of feelings, thoughts, behaviors, values, goals, and 
perspectives on the world. 

During these circumstances caused by COVID-19 pandemic, altruism matters more than 
ever, because it is necessary for overcoming the outbreak. When discussing altruism, authors 
usually refer to the moral practice of concern for the happiness of others. It appears as a virtue 
in many cultures and is central to a various religions worldwide (Jenkins, 2020). However, if 
there is no sufficient motive, means and opportunity, altruism will not occur. It always requires 
the ability to assess and influence others’ welfare. Altruism can also be undermined by fostering 
any seemingly incompatible beliefs. Therefore, it should be promoted as something common, 
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attractive and expected (Farsides, 2007). In this sense, the effective altruism movement 
grounded in practical ethics and Socratic philosophy, is showing to be of significant importance. 
According to Singer (2015), effective altruism is based on the idea that individual should do the 
most good he/she can. Looking at the two poles of the continuum, there is one pole which in-
volves living the minimally acceptable ethical life that underline using a substantial part of the 
spare resources to make the world a better place for all people. On the other pole stands fully 
ethical life, according to which, individual should do the most good he/she can. When trying to 
summarize the characteristics of the effective altruism, one should be listing several important 
things. First, effective altruism is directed toward making a difference to the world, for example, 
by providing incentives for charities to demonstrate their effectiveness. Second, it gives the 
meaning in one’s life, since by doing what is good and right, one feels good about him/herself in 
the same time. Third, effective altruism revoke the question that connects the psychological and 
philosophical perspective of whether people are driven by their inner feelings and desires, or the 
reason has the substantial role in determining the way a person live his/her life?  

 

3. Methodology 

For the purpose of this paper, authors reviewed relevant literature and conducted data 
analyses of the articles in scientific journals as well as the latest news in popular texts, blogs and 
opinions in the media. Discursive analysis, comparative analysis and an interpretive text analy-
sis were also made, in order to gain insight into the power of discourse in constituting practice.  

The main research question is whether the COVID-19 pandemic will produce more 
ego(centr)ism and moral disengagement, or would people become more cooperative and altru-
istic over time, especially after this whole state of pandemic is over? 

Consequently, the following hypothesis is formulated, stating that: Individual characteris-
tics such as personality, personal values and emotional maturity would be more relevant to 
moral behavior of people, than the context of pandemic itself. 

 

4. Would people become egocentric or cooperative after COVID-19: What does evidence 
show?  

The lasting implications of the pandemic are still yet to come, but meanwhile, there is wide 
place for doing bioethical research. It is evident that moral distress, conflicts and mixed senti-
ments that affect everybody in different extent, are much related to the present global circum-
stances. In this sense, the fear and uncertainty are probably the two most frequent emotions 
among many individuals. In psychology, fear is understood as an adaptive response of the or-
ganism when danger is perceived. In other words, it is functional because it motivates the indi-
vidual to engage in protective behavior. It is quite expected for people to experience such feel-
ings, especially when witnessing shocking pictures of severely ill patients in the hospitals, 
knowing that many of them would probably die of this virus. Then, there are news on the media 
about lockdowns and quarantines that sometimes last for several days, so again, mentioned feel-
ings appear understandable. In many countries around the globe, media register similar behavior 
of people in stores – people panickly buying products in huge amounts in order to satisfy the 
basic need for security and survival (at least in their heads) when the time of the lockdown 
comes.  

In psychology, it is well known that people have natural tendency towards altruism, espe-
cially when it comes to the members of their own group. Even small personal sacrifices, such as 
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donation to charities are also counted as altruism. However, altruism could also be enhanced to 
its extremes, such as risking one’s own life and wealth for helping complete strangers – there 
are examples of this during wars and during this pandemic, where health workers risk their own 
health and lives on daily basis, while helping severely ill patients (Savulescu & Wilkinson, 
2020). According to Schaffner (2020), research show that crises generally bring out the best in 
people. Author refers to data from hundreds of case studies run by the University of Delaware’s 
Disaster Research Centre, which indicate that when faced with disasters, the vast majority of 
individuals help one another, by engaging in altruistic and pro-social activities, such as volun-
teering, sharing goods and services, and even acts that may expose them to risk.  

However, Nettle (2020), reports the recent data from studying the intuitive theories of hu-
man nature to adversity, together with his colleague Saxe, which are more pessimistic than op-
timistic. Namely, they asked participants about hypothetical societies where various events hap-
pen during epidemic and received bad predictions, such as that people would become more self-
ish and less moral; less cooperative and more nepotistic; less rule-bound and more likely to gen-
erate conflict. Participants also expressed greater perceived need for strong leadership and polic-
ing, as well as severe punishment for those who are not following the rules in such times. Fur-
thermore, when asked about the response of their fellow citizens to the current real pandemic, 
participants also strongly predicted that other people will behave selfishly, compare to low or 
variable possibility of them behaving cooperatively. As Nettle points out, the participants are 
perceiving this pandemic as leading slightly more to conflict and distrust, than to solidarity. 
These findings could be explained by a perceived social threat, but also by a systematic gaps 
between the intuitive theories of behavior and the actual behavior of people in real-life situa-
tions. 

There were many opportunities in the last couple of months for authors to search for the 
evidence of peoples’ moral behavior. Whether it is the store, the hospital, at work, the waiting 
line in the bank or the post office, or even at home, some people stressed by the uncertainty (be-
cause that is what COVID-19 is called – “an invisible enemy”), could manifest egoistic or ego-
centric behavior, while others could be highly empathetic and altruistic. The former could be 
perceived, for example, when people panickly buy the last few products left on the shelves, fist-
fights over toilet paper, profiteering and thinking only on themselves (Schaffner, 2020), or when 
people refuse to follow the safety rules for social distancing, or when someone refuse to donate 
blood plasma to save someone else’s life.  

On the other side, there are individuals who are giving donations to hospitals or to poor 
citizens, the young and healthy ones who shop for the elderly, women sewing face masks for 
free, musicians playing concerts outside to keep the positive spirit of the people (Schaffner, 
2020), the organizations that provide their data bases of books, journals, arts, and software for 
free to the public (ex. museums, software companies, publishing companies etc.). Then again, 
there are those on the “first line of fire” – the healthcare workers, doctors and nurses, who are 
risking their own lives while trying everything they can to save the lives of others. They are fac-
ing their own moral dilemmas, balancing between available resources and their own conscience, 
sometimes forced by limited number of beds and respiratory machines to decide who is going to 
live, and who to die. 

In the beginning of the pandemic, one of the most frequently heard phrase from the offi-
cials in many countries, was to keep “social distance” in order to prevent the spread of the 
COVID-19 disease. Then, after some time it has been reformulated into “physical distancing” as 
more appropriate phrase, since “social distancing” can imply a sense of staying away from the 
social connections so people could stop communicating with one another (Gudi, 2020). As 
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Hensley (2020) explains, social distancing refers to a distance across social boundaries. Thus, it 
can lead one to think about social distancing as minding only one’s own health. Yet, it could 
also be truth that it is something people need to do to protect others. With such interpretation, 
social distancing leads to social responsibility and solidarity as ethical virtues (Vergin, 2020), 
that does not depend exclusively on feelings, but on a deeper sense of commitment to a higher, 
more noble cause than individual’s self. The virtue of solidarity also includes a commitment to 
social justice, which is another very important bioethical issue in this time of pandemic 
(Vaughan Brakman, 2020). Following this, some philosophers and medical ethicists place social 
distancing as a moral imperative. According to Howard (as cited in Litvack, 2020), promoting 
health and saving lives is a morally good goal for society. Having in mind this, as well as con-
sidering research data which clearly show that social distancing contributes to halt the spread of 
the virus, it is logical to support the judgment that it is morally wrong not to practice social dis-
tancing.  

However, everyday evidence show that not everyone is following this advice. Not every-
one is keeping required physical distance in public. Not everyone is being empathic, altruistic 
and helping. As stated previously, there are many examples around the world of people behav-
ing selfishly in the stores or elsewhere, fighting, profiteering and so on. So, it is obvious that 
people tend to advance their own interests at the expense of others. In many countries during 
May this year (ex. Germany, Britain, Poland, Belgium, Italy, USA, Australia, South Africa, 
Brazil)1, many people protested against the lockdowns. Why is this the case when Covid–19 is 
one of the 10 greatest pandemics in history of humanity2? There could be many answers to this. 
According to Howard (as cited in Litvack, 2020), poor logical reasoning of individuals demon-
strated in the tendency to seek out or only listen to information that confirms what they already 
believe, could be one possible explanation of such behavior. The author also points out that 
many times practice show that people could be very self-interested and could display egoistic 
thinking which leads their actions afterwards. Hence, there are many examples of people refuse 
to stop partying, going out in cafeterias and restaurants, or gathering with friends in large 
groups, because they are not willing to give up the things they enjoy. In psychology, it is called 
self-serving bias present to various extent in every individual (Prentice, 2020). As an example of 
this, recently several new clusters of COVID-19 patients in North Macedonia appeared, pro-
voked by weddings, birthday parties, home celebrations, religious gatherings and so on, which 
contribute significantly to the emergence of the second pick of the disease in the country.3 

 

5. Conclusion 

Plagues were not uncommon during history. There were plagues in the ancient world too, 
such as the one in Athens in 430 BC, similar to COVID-19 in its behavior, symptoms, and ef-
                                                           
1 https://www.reuters.com/news/picture/anti-lockdown-protests-around-the-world-idUSRTX7H61S. 
2 http://earth5r.org/covid-19-coronavirus-and-other-pandemics. 
3 https://www.dw.com/mk/%D0%BE%D0%B4-

%D0%BA%D1%80%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B8-%D0%BD%D0%B0-
%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B1%D0%B8-%D1%81%D0%B5-
%D1%88%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82-
%D0%BA%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-
%D0%BD%D0%B0-
%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D1%81%D
0%BE%D1%82/a-53779962. https://360stepeni.mk/sobiraneto-vo-grupi-sozdade-novi-klasteri-na-kovid-19-vo-
tetovo/. https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/30665470.html. https://24.mk/details/nov-klaster-vo-okhrid-gosti-na-
semejna-veselba-za-novorodenche-zarazeni-so-kovid-19.  
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fects. Although the culture and the way of living in that time were very different in many as-
pects compared to the present, the Epicurus teachings could also be applied today. In other 
words, people should try to be as calm and positive as possible, be thankful for what they have, 
review the way they have been living their lives, reassess their priorities and values and be fo-
cused more on their moral well-being, than on the material prosperity in order to achieve the 
peace of mind and true happiness (Smith, 2020).  

Yet, having in mind some examples mentioned previously, an inevitable question arises: 
are some people too selfish to change their behavior? As Prentice (2020) advises, the modern 
science of moral decision making should be followed in looking for the answer. Relating this to 
the effective altruism explained before and the question of whether people are driven by their 
inner feelings and desires, or the reason has the substantial role in determining the way a person 
live his/her life, it seems that the former is obviously the case in many actions of some people 
during this pandemic. Therefore, now, more than ever is important to build “moral imagination” 
and a sense of shared identity so individuals could act more cooperatively. The fact is that hu-
man beings are not born to live as individual and separated atoms from others and the societies. 
The diseases like COVID-19 reminds every person of the importance of interdependence and 
interconnectedness (Khan, 2020), because if everyone look only after oneself, the humanity 
would lose chance to survive. 

There is much goodness in the world, but there is also selfish and egoistic side of individu-
als and groups. Moral disengagement is closely linked to the self-regulation mechanisms of in-
dividual that need to be activated first. Thus, we should bear in mind, as Bandura (2016) points 
out, that some individuals can be both cruel and humane towards different people at the same 
time, or as Staub (2003) would say, people could both be good and bad. Hence, what is most 
important in the end, is that in even most extreme circumstances, how people would react highly 
depends on who they are, on their personality and values, on their emotional maturity. Some 
people would easily behave selfishly or aggressively, while others would be willing to die while 
saving the life of another, sometimes even a complete stranger. Thus, whether this “new nor-
mality/reality” after the COVID-19 pandemic will be optimistic and altruistic, or egoistic and 
morally disengaged, depends mostly on those who construct it – on us, the people. 
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