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Contributing to our understanding of the impact of the 2015 migrant “crisis” on the
future of EU integration, this book views the “crisis” as an accelerant to existing
problems, namely Brexit, the growing popularity of anti-immigrant far right parties
and the rise of xenophobic and antiliberal governments from the Baltics to the
Balkans.

Providing analysis at the national, regional and EU level, this book shows how
the countries on the migrant route have been affected according to their degree of
integration with the EU and the specific socio-political and economic conditions
of each country.

The volume will be of interest to scholars of international relations, security
studies, border studies, EU policies, migration studies and Southeast European
studies.

Marko Kmezi¢ is a Senior Scientist and Lecturer at the Centre for Southeast
European Studies at the University of Graz, Austria.

Alexandra Prodromidou is an Assistant Professor at the Business Administration
and Economics Department of CITY College, University of York, Europe Campus
and a Research Associate at the Southeast European Research Centre (SEERC) in
Thessaloniki, Greece.

Pavlos Gkasis is the Associate Dean of the Bachelor of Business Administration
in Project Management program at Yorkville University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
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Series Editor: Florian Bieber

The Balkans are a region of Europe widely associated over the past decades with
violence and war. Beyond this violence, the region has experienced rapid change in
recent times though, including democratization, economic and social transforma-
tion. New scholarship is emerging which seeks to move away from the focus on
violence alone to an understanding of the region in a broader context drawing on
new empirical research.

The Southeast European Studies Series seeks to provide a forum for this new
scholarship. Publishing cutting-edge, original research and contributing to a more
profound understanding of Southeastern Europe while focusing on contemporary
perspectives the series aims to explain the past and seeks to examine how it shapes
the present. Focusing on original empirical research and innovative theoretical per-
spectives on the region the series includes original monographs and edited collec-
tions. It is interdisciplinary in scope, publishing high-level research in political
science, history, anthropology, sociology, law and economics and accessible to
readers interested in Southeast Europe and beyond.

The Media as a Tool of International Intervention
House of Cards
Nidzara Ahmetasevic¢

The Balkan Route
Hope, Migration and Europeanisation in Liminal Spaces
Robert Rydzewski

Decolonial Politics in European Peripheries
Redefining Progressiveness, Coloniality and Transition Efforts
Edited by Sanja S. Petkovska

For more information about this series, please visit: https://www.routledge.
com/Southeast-European-Studies/book-series/ ASHSER 1390


https://www.routledge.com/Southeast-European-Studies/book-series/ASHSER1390
https://www.routledge.com/Southeast-European-Studies/book-series/ASHSER1390

Migration, EU Integration
and the Balkan Route

Edited by
Marko Kmezi¢, Alexandra Prodromidou
and Pavlos Gkasis

£ Routledge

4 Taylor &Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2024
by Routledge
4 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© 2024 selection and editorial matter, Marko Kmezi¢, Alexandra
Prodromidou and Pavlos Gkasis; individual chapters, the contributors

The right of Marko Kmezi¢, Alexandra Prodromidou and Pavlos Gkasis to
be identified as the authors of the editorial material, and of the authors for
their individual chapters, has been asserted in accordance with sections 77
and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or

registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation
without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
ISBN: 978-0-367-42306-3 (hbk)

ISBN: 978-1-032-59054-7 (pbk)

ISBN: 978-0-367-82340-5 (ebk)

DOI: 10.4324/9780367823405

Typeset in Times New Roman
by codeMantra


https://doi.org/10.4324/9780367823405

Contents

About the contributors

Contextualizing refugee ‘crisis’ and EU integration:
interrelatedness and mutual reciprocity
PAVLOS GKASIS AND MARKO KMEZIC

The EU integration project through the lens of the
Balkan-route ‘migrant crisis’
IRYNA KUSHNIR, MAJELLA KILKEY AND FRANCESCA STRUMIA

EU-Turkey relations and the migration issue:
transactionalism in action
DIMITRIS TSAROUHAS

The migration/refugee crisis and the (un/re)making of
Europe: risks and challenges for Greece
DIMITRIS KERIDIS

The Balkan human corridor and the case of North Macedonia
ZORAN ILIEVSKI AND HRISTINA RUNCHEVA TASEV

The impact of the “refugee crisis” on European integration in
the field of asylum and migration: a Serbian perspective
STEFAN SURLIC

Is Bosnia and Herzegovina a new hotspot on the Balkan route?
ARMINA GALIJAS

Vil

12

34

50

63

80

93



Vi

10

Contents

Securitizing migration in contemporary Hungary: from
discourse to practice
ANDRAS SZALAI

Germany after “2015”: still a country of immigration
and asylum?
MARCUS ENGLER

Conclusions: the crisis of migrants as opposed to the migrant

‘crisis’ and the crisis of European solidarity
MARKO KMEZIC

Index

113

130

148

157



