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The objective of this bibliographic study was to reveal and summarize published scientific literature
on animal welfare (AW) over the last 30 years in the Danube region countries: Austria, Bulgaria,
Czech Republic, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovak Republic and
Slovenia. The literature taken into consideration comprised AW assessment protocols, their
indicators and local AW topics in domestic animals. Prior the searching and the collecting process, 14
keywords were identified, including animal behaviour, human-animal relationship and animal’s
emotional state. Defining and translating of the keywords in different languages resulted in a
multilingual matrix. Total 497 publications with first or last authors from respective countries were
found for the Danube region. The predominant were scientific papers published in local/national
scientific journals (40%), followed by considerably lower amount in international scientific journals
(19%) and the least among Master, Graduation theses and Monographs (<3%). According to the
animal species observed, most publications were for cattle, pigs and chickens (43, 17 and 11%,
respectively), particularly in Serbia, Romania, Croatia, Czech Republic, Austria and Hungary. Less
than 3% of the total findings referred to horses (Romania and Serbia), sheep (Romania, Bulgaria and
Macedonia) and goats (Austria). Exponential growth of the publishing timeline in 30 years was
indicated by only 9% within 1985-1999; 37% in the first decade of 21st century, while in the last 6
years, 54% of the total literature was published. This trend indicates future even greater
involvement of the Danube region on topics like animal behaviour and welfare. A review and
database on AW assessment in the Danube region will follow, enabling visibility and solid ground for
future applied ethology and AW research in this region.
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