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About the Faculty of Criminal Justice 
and Security, University of Maribor, 

Slovenia 
 
 
The Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security joined the University of Maribor (UM 
FCJS) as a fully-fledged member twenty years ago. Before, it was the internal school 
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Slovenia, established in 1973 as a 
department of the Higher School of Public Administration of the University of 
Ljubljana. In 2023, it celebrates its 50th anniversary. Later it changed names and 
became the Higher School of Internal Affairs (1980s) and College of Police and 
Security Studies (late 1990s). In 2004, the UM FCJS established its research institute 
that developed research and has also been active in international and European 
research. In addition to the research institute, the UM FCJS is known for its PhD 
programme, which has been the only non-US PhD programme a member of the 
Association of Doctoral Programs in Criminology and Criminal Justice (ADCCJ) 
since 2009. This conference spans even further back, to 1996 when ambitious 
colleagues started this great biennial event that has grown into the leading 
international criminology, criminal justice, and security conference in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 
 
 
 
 



2 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SECURITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE. 
 

 

About the Conference 
 
 
The Biennial International Conference Criminal Justice and Security in Central and 
Eastern Europe addresses contemporary challenges in the field of criminal justice 
and security by encouraging the exchange of the latest views, concepts, and research 
findings from criminal justice and security studies among scientists, researchers, and 
practitioners from all over the globe. The conference aims to highlight new ideas, 
theories, methods, and findings in a wide range of research and applied areas relating 
to policing, criminology, security, and social control. The conference strives for the 
collaboration of different stakeholders in developing knowledge and experience that 
contribute to more secure and safe societies. 
 
 

Conference Background 
 
 
Starting in 1996 and reconvening for its twelfth session in 2018, the Conference has 
focused on and dealt with a variety of topics, such as Comparing Firsthand 
Knowledge with Experience from the West (1996), Organizational, Managerial, and 
Human-Resource Aspects (1998), Ethics, Integrity, and Human Rights (2000), 
Deviance, Violence and Victimization (2002), Dilemmas of Contemporary Criminal 
Justice (2004), Past, Present and Futures (2006), Social Control in Contemporary 
Society – Practice and Research (2008), Social Control of Unconventional Deviance 
(2010), Contemporary Criminal Justice Practice and Research (2012), Understanding 
Professionalism, Trust and Legitimacy (2014), and Safety, Security, and Social 
Control in Local Communities (2016), From Common Sense to Evidence-based 
Policy-making (2018), and Perspectives of Rural and Urban Safety and Rural 
Criminology (2021).
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GORAZD MEŠKO 
University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
gorazd.mesko@um.si 
 
The paper presents an overview of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals under the 2030 Agenda and the comparative 
criminology and criminal justice research of the Institute of 
Criminal Justice and Security at the Faculty of Security, University 
of Maribor, after 2004 related to the goals of sustainable 
development goals of the UN and the Council of Europe. 
Research projects, such as responses to everyday violence in a 
democratic society, environmental criminology, food safety and 
consumer protection, fear of crime, trust and legitimacy in 
criminal justice, community policing, urban security management, 
URBIS SAT/PADs+, ISRD4, rural criminology and other 
research projects and their implications for policymaking and the 
development of further research will be discussed. Research goals 
of the programme group Security in Local Communities and their 
implementation in practice are discussed. The author also 
discusses the implementation of sustainable development goals 
during and after the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic and in the 
context of the current international security circumstances that 
may be critical to achieving sustainable development goals in local 
communities in Slovenia and the broader international 
community. 

Keywords: 
criminology,  

criminal justice, 
comparative research,  

UN SDGs,  
Slovenia  
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   HIGHER EDUCATION AND SDGS 
   

 OMAR HERNÁNDEZ 
 United Nations Academic Impact, New York, USA  

omar.hernandez@un.org 
  

Keywords: 
UNAI,  
higher education,  
SDGs, 
development,  
societies 

 This presentation underscores the vital role of higher education 
and the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) initiative in 
driving progress towards a more sustainable and equitable future. 
The relationship between higher education and the 2030 Agenda 
is integral to achieving global sustainable development.  Higher 
education plays a pivotal role in shaping future leaders, 
innovators, and change-makers who are equipped with the 
knowledge, skills, and values needed to address the challenges 
outlined in the SDGs. Higher education also nurtures informed 
and engaged youth by integrating sustainable development 
principles into education and collaborating through platforms like 
UNAI. The United Nations has long recognized that the 
imagination, ideals and energy of young people are vital for the 
continuing development of the societies in which they live. SDGs 
emphasize in this context, the need to ensure inclusive and 
equitable education for all, including tertiary education. As part of 
the Higher Education Sustainability Initiative, UNAI 
acknowledges the critical role of academia as incubator of new 
ideas and solutions. And along these lines, UNAI encourages 
youth involvement and fosters partnerships that amplify the 
impact of higher education in the realization of the SDGs. 
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JOSEPH DONNERMEYER 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, USA 
donnermeyer.1@gmail.com 
 
There is a long history within criminological scholarship for 
examining the role of place in understanding crime and its 
consequences for the safety and security of citizens. As well, crime, 
safety and security are connected to each of the 17 goals found in 
the United Nations statement of sustainable development, but 
especially to goals number 11 and 16, namely, making cities and 
human settlements safe, resilient and sustainable (#11), and 
promoting peaceful and inclusive societies that provide access to 
justice for all (#16). Within criminology itself, a number of 
prominent theories were developed over its history to understand 
the role of community and crime. In this presentation, we will 
present a theory that describes every community of any size as a 
place with an interplay of people, structures, meanings, practices, 
and interrelated networks of people. These dimensions provide 
the essential context in which crime, safety and security are 
expressed and how criminological scholars and criminal justice 
professionals can better understand the various issues associated 
with crime, safety and security. 

Keywords: 
community,  

rural,  
suburban,  

urban,  
sustainable development  
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THE INTERSECTION OF RURAL 

CRIMINOLOGY AND FOOD 

SECURITY: THE IMPACT OF 

ORGANISED CRIMINAL GROUPS IN 

THE RURAL SPACE 
   

 KRESEDA SMITH 
 Harper Adams University, Newport, UK 

kresedasmith@harper-adams.ac.uk 
  

Keywords: 
UNAI,  
higher education,  
SDGs, 
development,  
societies 

 Organised Criminal Groups (OCGs) are having an increasing 
impact on the life of those living and working in rural areas. 
Farming feeds the population, but the escalating victimisation of 
farmers globally at the hands of OCGs is leading to impacts 
across a range of Sustainable Development Goals having a 
significant effect on farmers and the wider population. Organised 
criminals are targeting critical physical equipment such as tractors, 
tools, and other machinery. However, as criminal entrepreneurs, 
they are able to identify business opportunities such as the 
counterfeiting of agrochemicals, disruption of food chain 
security, and the provision of forced labour for agricultural work. 
However organised criminals find their way into the rural space, 
the potential implications this may have on the aspirations set out 
in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development leads to 
additional issues affecting poverty, zero hunger, health and 
wellbeing, decent working conditions, and peace and justice. This 
provides a challenge to the key tenet of the Sustainable 
Development Goals that no one should be left behind. 
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MATT BOWDEN 
Technological University Dublin, Dublin, Ireland 
matt.bowden@tudublin.ie 
 
Writers on Criminology and Anthropocene as the ‘human epoch’ 
have called for a re-imagining of the discipline. There are many 
new risks that the Anthropocene poses: two sources we should 
focus on are - climate change and that of technological change. 
The paper presents some reflections on the pandemic as a global 
Anthropogenic moment and some of its more localised 
implications for our security. The Covid-19 pandemic has taught 
us many lessons on climate change and the interdependencies 
between humans and non-human species, with objects and 
technologies. It has ultimately raised some old questions about the 
basis of social solidarity between humans, but also the need for a 
new ethic of care between humanity and all non-human and 
‘natural’ forces. Indeed, the Anthropocene, as the ‘human’ epoch, 
potentially inverts long-established ideas in the social sciences on 
‘nature’ as the cause, or indeed, independent variable. In the 
context of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the paper 
reflects on the ethic of care as a central form of cultural capital 
required to build sustainable security fields in contemporary times 
and sets forward a series of proposed empirical challenges for 
security studies and criminology. 
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 The paper is devoted to reviewing the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals in connection with the aggressive war against 
Ukraine, launched by Russia on 24 February 2022. War in the 
heart of Europe affects global and national security and rural and 
urban security. It started to be clear not only in connection with 
the threat of expansion of the war to NATO countries but also 
because of the blocking of trade cooperation and routes that 
made it possible to provide separate regions of the world with 
food and clean water. Because of this, international, national, and 
foreign law enforcement bodies and courts (tribunals) are 
involved in collecting, fixing and evaluating evidence. Non-
governmental organizations that aim to support justice authorities 
in collecting evidence and ensuring its security could also play an 
essential and new role in future trials. 
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At the inception of the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries 
across the world responded by issuing lockdowns and stay-at-
home orders. Citizens adjusted their behaviours, including their 
crime patterns as well. However, the effect of these changes may 
not be the same for residents of urban and rural areas. This paper 
explores the effect of urbanicity on how police officers adjusted 
their reactive and proactive work in Croatia. Using the 2021 survey 
of 499 police officers from a large urban community and 395 
police officers from rural communities, we examine the perceived 
changes in their reactive activities (e.g., responses to the calls for 
service, arrests for minor crimes) and proactive activities (e.g., 
community policing activities, directed patrols) during the peak 
month of the pandemic compared to before the pandemic. Our 
analyses reveal that, although there are some differences in the 
degree to which police officers perceived that their reactive and 
proactive activities changed, there were common patterns of the 
perceived changes for both groups. In particular, the pandemic 
systematically affected both their reactive and proactive activities, 
regardless of the size of the community in which they police. 
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 The paper presents study results that were carried out using a 
questionnaire by the authors Maskály, Kutnjak Ivkovic, and 
Neyroud (2021) within the global study Police Organizational 
Changes During the Global COVID-19 Pandemic. The survey 
was conducted using a questionnaire accessed through an e-
platform. A total of 587 respondents participated in the study; the 
sample consisted of 53.5% men and 43.4% women. Respondents 
evaluated the quality of changes made by Slovenian police and/or 
government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic during the 
peak month of the pandemic. The results show that a significant 
part of the population assessed these measures as unfavourable. 
The association of residents' willingness to comply with laws and 
other regulations related to measures to contain the epidemic due 
to the new coronavirus with (a) public respect for the police and 
(b) the assessment of the police's performance in dealing with and 
investigating crimes in their community, were tested with a 
multiple regression analysis. We found that compliance with 
regulations is statistically significantly related to both variables 
and that they can explain 17.2% of willingness to comply with 
laws and other regulations related to measures to contain the 
epidemic due to the new coronavirus. 
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To reduce the likelihood that the police officers would be infected with 
COVID-19, police agencies either explicitly instructed or implicitly 
allowed police officers to reduce the frequency with which they engage 
in both reactive activities (e.g., responding to the calls for service, taking 
people into custody) and proactive activities (e.g., community policing, 
directed patrols). While Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Slovenia 
experienced the peak of the pandemic at about the same time, according 
to the World Governance Indicators, Slovenia has a more effective 
government and is perceived to provide a stronger guarantee of freedom  
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16  of expression to its citizens than either Bosnia and Herzegovina 
or Croatia. This paper compares police officers’ perceptions of 
the change in frequency with which they were involved in reactive 
and proactive policing activities. Using data from 304 police 
officers from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1,671 police officers from 
Croatia, and 272 police officers from Slovenia, we assess how the 
pandemic affected officers’ reactive and proactive work during 
the peak of the pandemic. Although the results indicate some 
country-level differences, the changes in the frequency of these 
reported police activities are fairly consistent across the three 
countries—despite the differences in the governmental ratings. 
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This paper explores the relationship between the effectiveness of 
police organization’s COVID-19 instructions and the extent of 
police officers’ perceived stress in three neighbouring countries. 
Using the 2021 survey responses from 304 police officers in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1671 police officers in Croatia, and 272 
police officers in Slovenia, we examine the degree to which 
receiving COVID-19 instructions from the police organizations affected 
officers’ stress.  Our comparative analysis suggests that receiving official 
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18  instructions from the organization played a significant role in 
explaining changes in police officer stress. We also assess the role 
of other potential organizational stress alleviators (e.g., perceived 
effectiveness of dealing with the pandemic, availability of 
personal protective equipment), personal stress alleviators (e.g., 
spending time with family, getting sufficient sleep), and personal 
stress generators (e.g., concern for family health, emotional 
exhaustion) on the police officers’ perceived level of stress. The 
results indicate that net of all other factors, perceptions of 
receiving organizational instructions play a role in shaping the 
stress of police officers. 
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The Anthropocene is the term now in regular usage to denote the 
birth of the ‘human epoch’ and which security theorists suggest 
brings about a broader spectrum of risks such as crime against the 
environment, energy crises, biohazards and COVID-19, the 
harmful impacts of technology and so on. An evolving part of 
policing the Anthropocene includes policing at the front-line and 
across domains (e.g., public health domain) to counter threats and 
increasingly unusual, non-conventional, and violent activities that 
challenge customary democratic norms. Police are consequently 
requested to police beyond the established bureaucratic policing 
paradigm. Heretofore, police and policing operated in particular 
logics; centring on the protection of private property and 
protecting the institutions of the state. Criminologists drawing 
inspiration from theories of the ‘risk society’ and ‘late modernity’ 
had conceived the idea of ‘plural policing’ as that which required 
a wider range of experts to govern particular crises. The paper 
draws from a research project posing questions for policing and 
security in these times: What might the implications be for the 
police field? Are police culture and police dispositions changing to 
meet the structural changes of a new epoch? Is it the end of 
policing as we know it? 
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In Croatia when a juvenile commits a misdemeanour, provisions 
of the Misdemeanour Code will be applied, with the subsidiary 
application of the Criminal Procedure Act and the Juvenile Courts 
Act. In current practice, it is not unambiguously established to 
what extent the provisions of the lex specialis will be applied 
during misdemeanour proceedings. In 2019 Croatia implemented 
Directive 2016/800/EU on procedural safeguards for children 
who are suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings into 
JCA and introduced new procedural rights for juvenile offenders 
in criminal proceedings. On the other hand, the position of 
juvenile offenders in misdemeanour proceedings has not been 
changed, nor have the provisions of the Directive 2016/800/EU 
been implemented into the Misdemeanour Code. The paper will 
analyse the position and rights of juvenile offenders through the 
prism of possible direct application of the provisions of the 
Directive 2016/800/EU in misdemeanour proceedings in Croatia 
and also the position of juvenile offenders in similar criminal 
proceedings in other EU member states. The aim of this paper is 
to determine whether the procedural standards prescribed by 
Directive 2016/800/EU can be and to what extent applied to 
juvenile offenders in misdemeanour proceedings. 
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 The court recognises the importance of public trust in the 
operation of the courts. Since 2013, the Supreme Court of the 
Republic of Slovenia has been conducting extensive research on 
the satisfaction of various population groups with the work of the 
courts. The article covers the comparison of research data from 
the field of public satisfaction carried out by the Supreme Court, 
Faculty of Applied Social Studies and EU Justice Scoreboard. The 
research results regarding public satisfaction with court 
proceedings are encouraging, as public satisfaction constantly 
improves in many areas. Confidence in the independence of the 
Slovenian judiciary is constantly increasing. Based on the 
compilation of all the presented research and its temporal 
implementation, the following shows useful guidance for the 
quality of the work of all stakeholders/users of the courts. Based 
on the positive results of the research, extensive legislative 
changes are unnecessary for the time being. The paper presents 
the latest research in the field of satisfaction with the functioning 
of courts and ensuring the quality of work. 
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Preservation of natural resources is of crucial importance for the 
sustainable development of every country. The subject of research 
is environmental endangerment by unsustainable space 
management. The aim is to point out the harmful consequences 
of the irrational consumption of natural resources due to the over-
dimensioning of construction areas. The results of the research 
show that Montenegro has been unsuccessfully fighting the 
problem of illegal construction and legalization of these buildings 
for over thirty years. According to official data from state 
institutions, there are currently around 100,000 illegal buildings in 
Montenegro. In order to protect the environment, the state has 
prescribed three new criminal offences, such as construction of an 
object without registration and construction documentation, 
construction of a complex engineering object without a 
construction permit and illegal connection to the infrastructure. 
Statistical data show that a large number of persons were 
prosecuted for these crimes, but that very few were sentenced to 
prison terms. A conditional sentence and a sentence of work in 
the public interest prevail. 
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 This paper discusses the rights of suspects and accused in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina criminal proceedings in comparison to the 
efforts of the EU when it comes to strengthening the foundation 
of the European area criminal justice. Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
on the road toward EU integration and sooner or later will be 
faced with the inevitable requests to harmonize national 
legislation, including specific areas of criminal justice with EU 
standards and legislation. To determine the extent to which the 
rights of suspects and accused in actual Bosnia and Herzegovina 
criminal law legislation are in accordance with the EU agenda on 
procedural safeguards, the authors conducted a normative 
analysis primarily of the provisions of the law on criminal 
proceedings that are in force in Bosnia and Herzegovina, but also 
of other related regulations. Attention is paid to special safeguards 
for juvenile suspects and accused in criminal proceedings. As the 
EU acquis implies not only harmonization of national legislation 
but also its effective implementation, the paper provides 
analytical insight into the number of decisions of the 
Constitutional Court and other high courts in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina comprising important opinions regarding 
procedural safeguards for suspects and accused.  
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Drawing from two recent research projects, the paper explores the 
key features, advantages, and weaknesses of the current 
arrangement of conciliation procedure as a part of the two-level 
police misconduct complaints system in Slovenia. It discusses the 
views of the officials who monitor conciliation procedures, and 
the parties involved (i.e. heads of police units and citizens) on 
important aspects of the conciliation procedure, such as its ability 
to fulfil the principles of de facto conciliation and its potential 
links with the concept of community policing. The conciliation 
procedure is also discussed in light of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals which emphasize the provision 
of access to effective legal protection, and the efficient, 
responsible and open functioning of institutions at the 
(supra)national and local level. 
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The purpose of the paper is to present the first results and 
preliminary analyses of the »International Self-Report 
Delinquency Study (ISRD4)». Data was collected using a 
questionnaire between October 2022 and March 2023 in primary 
and secondary schools in the cities of Ljubljana and Kranj and 
secondary schools across the Slovenian rural areas. The main 
focus of the paper is to explore the differences and similarities in 
the environment and prevalence of juvenile delinquency, and the 
factors influencing juveniles. It has been proven by several 
researchers that crime and delinquency vary across the rural-urban 
spectrum, which is why we, with the help of the ISRD4 study and 
the Research Programme »Security and Safety in Local 
Communities – Comparison Between Rural and Urban Settings« 
the programme under which the study falls, attempt to explore 
geographic variables and the influence of different environments 
on juvenile delinquency. In the conclusion, we suggest further 
analyses of the data and discuss policy and practice implications 
of the preliminary results and findings. 
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 The Production school, Jarše Youth Home special programme, is 
a publicly funded programme for youth aged 15 to 18 years, who 
have dropped out of the educational process. According to Welsh 
and Farrington (2012), crime prevention activities can be 
categorized into three groups: primary prevention, which includes 
measures focused on improving the general well-being of the 
biggest group of individuals; secondary prevention, which 
provides interventions and programmes for children and youth 
who are at risk for becoming offenders or victims, and tertiary 
prevention, which includes measures directed toward those who 
have already been involved with crime or victimization. In this 
regard, Production School can be considered as a secondary 
prevention programme. It provides an organized and structured 
programme for the young people, who are included in these 
activities voluntarily and with the consent of their parents. The 
programme aims to develop needed habits and skills for 
successful integration into the educational process and/or later 
into the labour market. Currently, Production School provides 
support for 12 young people, which is the programme's 
maximum capacity, but current needs are even greater. The 
author will focus on a detailed description of this programme with 
an emphasis on the challenges during and post-COVID-19 
pandemic. 
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In the City of Ljubljana, safety is an asset and one of the priorities 
for sustainable development. We can speak of plural policing since 
safety is a broad category and is the responsibility of many actors. 
The work of the Municipal Wardens is essentially repressive, as it 
is based on the exercise of powers, which is reflected in the 
number of measures taken. In recent years, the number of 
measures and hours of preventive work has increased significantly, 
reaching 115,453 measures and 2,752 hours of preventive work in 
2022. Moreover, much effort has been put into developing 
community policing, prevention and co-partnership with the 
community. Digitalisation has enabled the geographical display of 
recorded offences and actions taken. Thorough environmental 
analysis, criminological theories and findings are used to support 
and justify the implementation of measures. Aware of the broken 
windows theory, we pay attention to cleanliness and order in the 
city. We regularly use spatial planning, deterrence and prevention 
strategies. To solve the specific problem of public order violations 
by the homeless and drug addicts, we have approached it through 
social and situational prevention due to the ineffectiveness of 
misdemeanour procedures and general prevention. 
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 So far, rural crime has not been the leading research subject of 
any research projects carried out in Poland and problems of rural 
criminology, which is one of the fastest-growing branches of 
criminology, have not been the subject of any publication in 
Poland. Therefore, there is a huge gap in Polish criminology and 
the planned project is designed to fill this gap. There is no doubt 
that crime in rural areas needs to be measured. Knowledge of the 
magnitude of crime and its distribution in society is of theoretical 
and practical importance; it makes it possible, on the one hand, 
to explain this phenomenon and, on the other hand, to control it. 
Therefore, the research project "Rural Crime in Poland" is being 
conducted. The main objective of the research is to diagnose the 
phenomenon of rural crime. The specific objectives are to 
determine the scale, changes, and structure of crimes 
characteristic of rural areas; to find out the factors conducive to 
the crimes committed in rural areas; to analyze the dark number 
of crimes committed in rural areas; to determine the specific 
characteristics of rural crime; and to study the role of and evaluate 
the formal and informal social control in rural areas. 
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Regional marketing is a classical branch in the marketing body of 
knowledge together with social marketing, whereby we thrive for 
place brandings, social changes, and influencing communities with 
a unique marketing strategy mix in a given scenario. This article 
focuses on such marketing domains creating an impact to improve 
urban or place branding in terms of services regarding regional 
changes, public safety, and security and the impact in terms of 
tourism and in the place’s image. Consequently, it includes 
integrated communications marketing, regional branding projects, 
and initiative, more inclined towards the public sector, as such 
massive-scale projects can scarcely be private. However, public-
private partnerships are vital somehow to flux the contemporary 
consultant competencies into several projects and contexts 
discussed in this article. We converge on research questions 
regarding review focus and answering those with some case 
studies with discussion on results, impacts, and social changes 
achieved with successful marketing strategies. The main case 
studies we discuss in this article include Lahore safe city project, 
Miskolc brownfields, and downtown rebuilding problems, 
elaborating the keywords with several other small cases and 
examples in the literature to present a generalized view on the 
topic. 
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 This paper analyses Compstat, a concept of managing policing 
first developed in New York City in the late 80s/early 90s by its 
police department. As more than three decades have passed since 
Compstat was put into practice and gained a foothold in many 
regions worldwide, it is time to evaluate the promise with which 
it was launched. The paper first presents the concept of Compstat 
and frames it in relevant criminological theoretical background, 
then it proceeds to an analysis of this concept, weighting and 
comparing its vices and virtues, and creates an outline of 
recommendations as to its efficiency in urban areas. As this 
concept was created in a heavily populated area and has been 
predominantly used in urban surroundings and larger 
agglomerations, the paper also contemplates the possibility of it 
being deployed in rural areas. 
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The issue of illegal drug production and drug trafficking 
represents one of the challenges for modern society, that is closely 
connected with the sustainable development of mankind. This 
paper aims to point out some issues connected with this type of 
criminality from the perspective of the Czech Republic law 
enforcement authorities and to provide some general 
recommendations on effective prevention and protection of 
individuals and communities from such type of illegal behaviour. 
First, the cross-border context of the illegal production of 
methamphetamine and its impacts on the environment in both 
urban and rural areas will be discussed. Second, the problem of 
synthetic drugs, their recognition as narcotics and psychotropic 
substances under relevant UN Conventions and thus searching for 
effective ways of protecting both individuals and communities will 
be presented with a focus on the approach of Czech legislation 
and law enforcement practice. Third, the paper will open the topic 
of the illegal growth of cannabis and the production of marihuana 
and the impacts of the current strict criminalization of such 
conduct under the Czech Criminal Code in comparison with the 
grey zone represented by cannabis products that contain "non-
restricted" types of cannabinoids that are easily available for the 
wide public, including minors. 

Keywords: 
drug production-related 

pollution, 
methamphetamine, 

synthetic drugs, 
cannabinoids, 

criminalization   

 
 



 

 

40 
 

DOI 
https://doi.org/ 
10.18690/um.fvv.6.2023 
 
ISBN 
978-961-286-775-1 

  
 

SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN URBAN/CITY 

NIGHTLIFE VENUES –  
A CASE STUDY OF LJUBLJANA 

   
 TINKARA BULOVEC,1 KATJA EMAN2 
 1 City of Ljubljana, Municipal Constabulary Department, Ljubljana, Slovenia  

tinkara.bulovec@ljubljana.si 
2 University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 

katja.eman@um.si 
  

Keywords: 
urban areas,  
nightlife,  
sexual violence, 
Ljubljana,  
Slovenia 

 In general, there are differences in the incidence and 
characteristics of crime between urban and rural areas. There is a 
large area of unreported sexual violence, regardless of where it 
occurs. However, this is even more pronounced when it comes 
to nightlife. Nightlife areas are specific because people visit them 
to have fun, relax, and make romantic and sexual contact. The 
line between acceptable behaviour and sexual violence, especially 
sexual harassment, is often blurred and difficult to define. Alcohol 
consumption is seen as a factor with a high impact on sexual 
violence. In urban areas, informal ties and informal control are 
weaker due to mutual unfamiliarity. In entertainment areas, this is 
reflected in the lower likelihood of bystanders intervening in cases 
of perceived sexual violence. Sexual violence perpetrated by 
strangers is reported more often than sexual violence perpetrated 
by perpetrators known to the victim. This contribution aims to 
present the situation of sexual violence in Slovenia's most 
urbanized area, the capital Ljubljana. We want to point out the 
peculiarities of sexual violence in a typical urban area, how society 
reacts in case of a perceived incident, and the possibilities of 
getting help in case of an incident. 
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Water is vital for human life. It is always required and, therefore, 
one of the most valuable natural resources in the world. It is also 
deemed a fundamental human right. With the adoption of 
Resolution 64/ 292 in 2010, the United Nations explicitly 
recognised the human right to water and sanitation, 
acknowledging that clean drinking water and sanitation are 
essential for the realisation of all human rights and that it is crucial 
to protect water as a national resource and meet the needs of the 
people who need it the most. Despite adopting the 2010 UN 
Resolution, water remains an issue worldwide, particularly in areas 
where water is considered as a predominantly tradeable 
commodity. Hence, Water and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) adopted by the 2015 UN-Water Annual 
International Zaragoza Conference are essential for water 
protection, preservation, and sustainable development. The paper 
aims to discuss access to water as a fundamental precondition of 
life and present the case of Slovenia, which became one of the first 
countries in the world to include the human right to water in its 
Constitution in 2017. In conclusion, the authors analyse further 
possibilities for achieving SDG 6.1 (and other water-related 
SDGs) in practice. 
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 Corruption in healthcare is a periodically highly publicized topic 
that causes a stormy yet short-lived response from the public and 
crucial policymakers. Rarely there is any action taken to change 
the status quo, particularly when corruption emerges in low-
income countries. Regardless of the income level classification – 
the extent of corruption in the healthcare of a specific country is 
often also limitedly exposed due to its systemic nature. This also 
holds for Slovenia. A multi-layered research project was designed 
and carried out to examine the extent of corruption in Slovenian 
healthcare. An extensive literature review was topped with a pilot 
study. Six semi-structured interviews were conducted with those 
employed in Slovenian healthcare, anticorruption experts and 
suppliers of medical and pharmaceutic products. The project 
findings indicate that in Slovenian healthcare, corruption risks 
arise from the cooperation of healthcare employees with 
manufacturers and distributors of pharmaceuticals and medical 
products. Corruption risks are very problematic in public 
procurement, in the interplay between public and private 
practices, and corruption and corruption risks in connection with 
waiting queues. Because the Slovenian healthcare system is in 
crisis, corruption is deepening this deterioration; thus, 
anticorruption preventive measures must be developed. 
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The issue of suppressing organized crime is one of the main issues 
of contemporary, democratic states that are trying to effectively 
respond to all the challenges posed by this form of crime through 
the reform of normative frameworks. In accordance with that, the 
paper critically analysed the adequacy of positive legal norms that 
regulate more effective suppression of organized crime in Serbia, 
and research was conducted in the Prosecutor's Office for 
Organized Crime. In the conducted research, for the purpose of 
collecting primary data, a specially designed instrument was used - 
a questionnaire consisting of eight questions. The aim of the 
research is to assess the adequacy of new legal solutions in 
combating organized crime and the effectiveness of their 
application. The research results indicate that the new legal 
solutions are legally and politically justified and that adequate 
mutual cooperation has been realized between the competent 
entities with the aim of an even more effective fight against 
organized crime as a major security threat. 
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Police legitimacy presents a social value of the institution based on 
citizens’ normative, moral, and ethical feelings that they should 
voluntarily comply with and support the authority of the police. 
Drawing on data from a survey of 1,022 citizens in Slovenia, this 
study examined the correlates of police legitimacy and differences 
in citizens’ perceptions of police legitimacy in urban, suburban, 
and rural settings. Multivariate analyses showed that feelings of 
obligation to obey, trust in police, procedural justice, police 
effectiveness, relations with police officers, and gender, influence 
citizens’ perceptions of police legitimacy. Significant differences 
between residents’ perceptions of police legitimacy, obligation to 
obey, trust in police, procedural justice, police effectiveness, and 
legal cynicism in urban, suburban, and rural settings were also 
observed. In general, residents of rural areas were found to have 
more positive attitudes toward police than those in urban and 
suburban settings. The implications of these findings are 
discussed. 
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 A policing model is a framework that police use to guide their 
operations and strategies. The effectiveness of different models 
of policing is much debated, but mainly within the police 
organization. This study explores how the residents of Požeško-
Slavonska County, which is mainly a rural and sub-urban area, 
perceive different policing models. The data was collected from a 
convenience sample of 254 residents of the County. Authors 
adopted the questionnaire from similar Slovenian research 
(Prislan & Lobnikar, 2019), considering the social and other 
similarities between the countries. The questionnaire is based on 
Ponsaers’s (2001) definition of policing model as a central cluster 
of reasoning that implies what the police organization's values, 
objectives, and norms are. A police model covers eight 
components of police work: discretion, the law as a tool, 
responsibility, cooperation with the community, 
professionalization and specialization, legitimacy, prevention, and 
proactivity/reactivity. Each of the eight components is a 
subsection of the questionnaire that consists of four statements, 
indicating one of the four models of police work: military-
bureaucratic model, lawful policing model, community-oriented 
policing model, and public-private divide policing model. The 
results reveal that study participants in Croatia prefer the 
community-oriented policing model, followed by the public-
private divide policing model. 
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The purpose of the paper is to present the opinion of the residents 
on their satisfaction with the police as well as to show how 
residents perceive various police tasks in urban and rural areas in 
connection to their satisfaction with the police. An online survey 
was conducted in which 1,017 respondents were included. The 
analysis showed that 30.3% of respondents were satisfied or very 
satisfied with the police. In both, urban and rural areas seeing 
police officers coming to a neighbourhood as a response to a call 
or seeing them provide information is linked to a statistically 
significant higher level of residents’ satisfaction with the police. 
Residents of rural areas are more satisfied with the police if they 
notice police officers to a higher extent while on the emergency 
drive. Their satisfaction with the police is statistically significantly 
reduced when seeing police officers giving tickets for 
inappropriate parking or doing motorcycle patrolling. In the urban 
areas, residents are less satisfied with the police if they to a higher 
extent see police officers mediating in the street riots. The results 
enable an assessment of how the police follow the 16th of the 
United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
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 Crime in rural areas is to some extent specific and differs from 
crime, which occurs in urban surroundings. The authors first 
analyze the overall contemporary situation in rural areas of Serbia 
by emphasizing the most problematic factors that might influence 
the occurrence and characteristics of rural crime. Those factors 
are in the first place: poverty and significant loss of population. 
According to the official data, South Serbia is the poorest part of 
Serbia but also the part with the highest loss of population. On 
the other hand, the majority of the population is old, and a lot of 
young people have abandoned those places and moved to the 
cities. The central question is how the deterioration of villages in 
South Serbia is connected to crime in that area. To fulfil the 
purpose of this paper, the authors will analyze available official 
statistical data as well as data obtained from the crime perception 
victim survey, which aim would be to get a better insight into the 
crime situation in the village Jarsenovo. In connection with that, 
as part of crime perception analysis, the additional goal would be 
the creation of a clearer picture of the specificity of fear of crime 
in rural areas. 
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The global adoption of body-worn cameras represents a 
technological solution increasingly integrated into contemporary 
police work. These devices are commonly utilized for recording 
various police procedures, thus offering a valuable tool for 
analyzing and reviewing police interactions with the public. These 
cameras introduce several benefits, such as increased perceived 
transparency of police procedures, decreased tensions between 
citizens and police officers, and lowered complaints against the 
work and decisions of police officers. Nonetheless, using body-
worn cameras in policing has negative implications, such as 
increased detentions and stress among law enforcement officials 
who feel constantly monitored. Despite notifications or labels, 
individuals may also lack awareness or understanding of the 
implications of such intrusive surveillance measures. We have 
conducted a study among residents of Slovenia on their 
acceptance of police body-worn cameras. We found a lack of 
resistance toward implementing wearable cameras in police 
procedures. Furthermore, results indicate that general public 
acceptance of the adoption of novel technologies in police 
practices is more closely related to individuals' general beliefs 
about technology rather than their specific beliefs about the police 
or the state. This highlights the importance of considering broader 
social and cultural factors when introducing new technologies into 
law enforcement practices. 
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For states and security organizations to adapt effectively to the 
dynamic security environment, it is crucial to establish appropriate 
mechanisms for enhancing resilience and reducing risk, including 
national security threat and risk assessment system. The analysis 
and assessment of security conditions are critical processes for 
comprehending current and potential threats that endanger 
fundamental social values and the stable operation of society as a 
whole, along with its constituent organizations. The outcomes of 
such analyses ought to serve as the foundation for planning 
strategic security directions and action plans, as well as work plans 
for individual organizations that operate within the national 
security system. Although threat and risk assessments are an 
established practice and an area with a rich history, there are many 
challenges associated with the complexity and demanding nature 
of the process due to its substantive or sectoral diversity. Based 
on research work within the target research programme (CRP V5-
2148), we propose a model for evaluating security threats and risks 
within the field of public security. Deriving from interviews 
among representatives of key organizations involved in national 
security threat or risk assessment in Slovenia, we also present 
opportunities to improve current approaches and strategic 
frameworks. 
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 In September 2015, the United Nations Summit adopted the 
Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, which combines 
three areas of sustainable development – economic, social, and 
environmental – into 17 sustainable development goals (SDG). 
The primary purpose of the Agenda is to enable a better future 
for all people around the world and our planet as a whole. The 
municipality of Murska Sobota can boast of a high level of 
security and a low level of poverty, as well as the general well-
being of citizens, which is the result of good cooperation in 
ensuring security in the local community. Police Directorate is 
known for its successful community policing project, Back to the 
People, followed by many others. The paper presents forms of 
cooperation between the Police Directorate of Murska Sobota 
and the City Municipality of Murska Sobota in ensuring 
safety/security in the local community in Murska Sobota 
Municipality as an example of good practice in the 
implementation of the 17 SDGs in ensuring safety/security in 
Murska Sobota local community. In the paper, we analyse the 
police and municipal activities carried out to ensure 
safety/security in local communities from the SDG perspective. 
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Thema probandi of this presentation will be a legal analysis of 
safety issues connected with SDGs in local communities. We have 
reviewed relevant domestic and foreign scientific and professional 
literature on the topic. The contribution of our paper is placed in 
the context of 17 UN sustainable development goals. The paper 
focuses on the responsibility of elected municipal officials for the 
regulation and implementation of the UN SDGs in the security 
field. Our research is based on a grammatical and dogmatic 
interpretation of the applicable internal legal regulations of the 
Republic of Slovenia, international UN and OECD legal 
conventions and selected EU regulations and directives in current 
and future regulation of sustainable development. We have also 
analyzed the comparative arrangements in the UK and Ireland. In 
addition to the comparative analysis, we used the legal-analytical 
method of describing the current regime and the legal synthesis of 
any future Slovenian regime. In the final part of the paper, we have 
proposed some innovations in the area of regulatory activity of 
local communities, which could contribute to more effective 
implementation of the SDGs at the local level, taking into account 
local security aspects. 
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 Although security is typically conceptualized within the purview 
of the state as a means to combat national threats, local 
communities and civil organizations regularly contribute to the 
network of activities occurring within the field. Using a case study 
approach, this research examines two sites on the Island of 
Ireland to explore 'everyday' security at the local level and analyze 
the contributions of informal actors. In envisioning security as 
the routine, ordinary, felt experiences of individuals in relation to 
their well-being and safety, the research fills a gap in the literature 
by highlighting the value of informal security actors in producing 
and maintaining multi-levelled security. These dynamics 
underscore the importance of strong relationships between civil 
society and the state in combatting crime and creating effective 
plural policing strategies. The research additionally develops 
understanding pertaining to Ireland’s unique context, 
investigating security cooperation between rural and urban areas 
on both sides of the border. Given the resurfacing of tensions 
related to the post-Brexit landscape, this study has important 
implications for the future of security across the Island—helping 
to identify key lessons for creating effective and accessible 
networks and institutions that contribute to sustainable peace as 
envisioned by the UN SDGs. 
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The paper explores the safe use of cyberspace and access to it in 
rural areas in the context of Society 5.0 – the concept that focuses 
on utilizing advanced technologies to address social problems and 
improve people's quality of life. The paper presents an updated 
outline that connects safe cyberspace use and rural access to the 
addressed goals. The paper covers the definition of cyberspace 
and its role in creating an intelligent society, the impact of 
cyberspace on rural areas, potential solutions for bridging the 
digital divide and ensuring equitable access to cyberspace in rural 
areas, and approaches and programs for ensuring online safety. 
The paper concludes with recommendations for further research 
and action to promote the realization of Society 5.0 in rural areas. 
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The paper will examine debates on police decentralization in 
Ukraine since 2014, when Russia first attacked Ukraine and seized 
portions of its territory following the ousting of the Yanukovych 
dictatorship, with attention to the period since February 2022, 
when the current full-scale invasion began. Although Ukraine’s 
constitution vests all public security functions in the central 
government and does not provide for any form of local policing 
authority, recent years have seen more and more municipalities 
creating their own de facto local police forces, known as 
‘municipal guards.’ There is considerable variation in the duties 
and composition of these forces, which have sprung up without 
any formal recognition from the central government. The paper 
analyzes this variation and also considers how the experiences of 
war and democratic transition have contributed to bringing 
debates about policing decentralization onto the political agenda 
in Ukraine, in contrast to nearly all its neighbours in the post-
Soviet region, to shed light on the forces that stimulate and impede 
such decentralization more generally. 
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 Academics and practitioners from the safety and security field are 
well aware that public goods, such as policing and security, are 
not the sole responsibility of the state (van Steden, 2023). The 
responsibility of local government for plural policing can vary 
depending on the specific context and jurisdiction. In general, 
local administrations are responsible for ensuring public safety 
and security in their communities, which includes providing law 
enforcement services and promoting community safety initiatives 
(Meško & Lobnikar, 2005). In many cases, the provision of 
policing services in local communities is carried out by state and 
local police (e.g. municipal police, city wardens) and various 
stakeholders, such as private security companies, non-
governmental organisations, spontaneously organised community 
groups, and others (O'Neill & Fyfe, 2017). The responsibility of 
local government in plural policing is to establish effective 
partnerships and collaborations with these stakeholders to ensure 
that the community's overall safety and security needs are met. 
This can involve developing clear policies and guidelines for 
working with different organisations and providing resources and 
support to help these groups carry out their duties effectively. 
Plural policing in local communities can also be linked to several 
of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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The fifth UN Sustainable Development Goal is gender equality. 
Goal 16 is providing justice for all and building effective, 
accountable, inclusive institutions at all levels. Police work 
includes many opportunities to protect and promote gender 
equality. That is why it is essential that basic police training 
corrects any prejudices and stereotypes of police candidates about 
gender roles. This quantitative study explores differences in 
attitudes towards gender equality between male and female police 
candidates before and after basic police training. The first study 
wave was at the beginning of the training in November 2020 
(N=732). The second study wave was at the end of the training in 
September 2021 (N=706). The results reveal that among male 
police candidates, there was a statistically significant change in 
attitudes towards the role of women in the police and towards 
violence against women. The female police candidates' attitudes 
didn't change significantly during the basic police training since 
they initially revealed more support for gender equality than their 
male counterparts. The perspective of future research is to explore 
the role of other sociodemographic variables in the genesis of 
these differences. 

Keywords: 
gender equality,  

police candidates,  
attitudes,  

gender differences,  
basic police training   

 
 



 

 

66 
 

DOI 
https://doi.org/ 
10.18690/um.fvv.6.2023 
 
ISBN 
978-961-286-775-1 

  
 

EVIDENCE-BASED AND 

INTELLIGENCE-LED POLICING IN 

SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS 

CONTROL IN THE REPUBLIC OF 

NORTH MACEDONIA 
   

 LETA BARDJIEVA MIOVSKA 
 Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, Institute for Security, Defence and Peace, 

North Macedonia 
lbardjieva@gmail.com 

  
Keywords: 
small arms and light 
weapons,  
policing,  
strategy,  
evidence,  
intelligence 

 The purpose of this paper is to present the efforts and 
commitment of the Republic of North Macedonia in the joint 
contribution toward peace and security, as stated in the Sofia 
Declaration from 2018 and the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. This paper elaborates on the undertaken activities 
for control of small arms and light weapons (SALW), with an 
emphasis on the Action plan from the National Strategy for Small 
Arms and Light Weapons control of the Republic of North 
Macedonia 2022-2024. The starting hypothesis in this paper refers 
to the need for regional operational cooperation among national 
governments since the Western Balkans region remains one of 
the sources of illicit arms trafficking into the Union and beyond. 
The dependent variable in support of the hypothesis refers to the 
need for national consolidation and policy implementation in the 
specific realm in order to achieve success. The methodology 
applied in this paper consists of qualitative analysis of official 
documents such as legal regulations, strategies, guidelines, action 
plans and programmes, as well as the quantitative display of 
findings regarding the activities of the competent institutions with 
a chronological review. 
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Sustainable development and the vision of a stable future are 
inevitably linked to adequate security provision in our 
communities. Among the key actors tasked with achieving the 
sustainable development goals outlined in the United Nations' 
2030 Agenda are also police organizations. However, the police 
are confronted with significant challenges stemming from 
contemporary security and socio-political conditions, 
necessitating innovative approaches and modifications to 
conventional policing strategies. A significant trend associated 
with sustainable development is the emergence of smart 
communities, which utilize modern technology and data to tackle 
social issues. The intersection of achieving sustainable 
development goals, addressing security challenges, and developing 
smart and safe communities reflects in smart policing. The latter 
refers to innovative strategies grounded in scientific research, 
including, but not limited to, the exploitation of modern 
information technology to support decision-making and 
operational activities in policing. It is a data-driven approach that 
aims to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of policing while 
being inextricably linked to evidence-based and problem-oriented 
police activities. This contribution conceptualizes smart policing, 
provides an overview of technology-supported smart policing 
solutions, and discusses perceptions of smart policing among 
various stakeholders in Slovenia. 
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The primary purpose of the panel is to discuss and highlight 
different experiences and opportunities to improve the prospects 
of improving safety and security for all living in the local 
community. In our citizen surveys targeting geographical areas, we 
have chosen to focus on the public’s need for police services, the 
impact of police work on local problems, the social environment 
in which the police work, and the community's overall safety 
situation, as we have found that these focal points provide the best 
and most consistent support for local police work. The input 
provided by the public, i.e. their expert knowledge of problems in 
their residential areas, helps us to improve our service. This 
working method has been used in the local Swedish Police districts 
for decades and also in the Balkans by the Albanian State Police 
during one year of pilot testing in the mid-2010s. Based on the 
analysis of survey results local police develop and tailor 
methodologies for community policing in local communities. 
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 The Police Region South's work includes policing in 58 
municipalities with a total of about 2 million inhabitants. The 
region is divided into 20 Local police districts with about 5,600 
employees. Reported crimes year 2022 ca 300,000. Local safety 
surveys have given Community policing/partnership 
collaboration a good picture of the level of crime victimisation, 
what the residents see as the greatest problems, how worried they 
are about being subjected to crime and whether there are concrete 
unsafe factors in the area. In addition, the surveys contain 
questions eliciting the public’s opinions about the willingness and 
ability of the police to deal with local problems. The answers to 
these questions are a great help in the planning of local police 
work and the setting of priorities. The Local Safety Measurement 
System has proven to keep what it promised twenty years ago; 
Police Region South using local surveys for decades, has a very 
good grasp of the actual crime trend, problems and disorder, 
traffic offences, concerns about crime and direct concrete 
consequences in public behaviour. In addition, you can see that 
local criticism of the police is widespread and vice versa where 
the local work of the police is appreciated. 
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In Sweden, there is a plethora of surveys claiming to measure 
various concepts related to perceptions of safety. Yet the methods 
used in developing and analyzing these surveys seldom meet 
essential quality criteria for valid and reliable measurements. To 
address this issue, we will conduct a systematic evaluation of 
measurement properties in Swedish safety perception surveys. 
Our initial focus will be identifying domain-relevant surveys and 
mapping the constructs they aim to measure. The most promising 
surveys will then undergo rigorous examination using Rasch 
analysis to assess their measurement properties by examining five 
essential psychometric criteria: dimensionality, response category 
ordering, invariance, targeting, and reliability. Based on the 
outcomes of these analyses, we will revise existing scales and 
develop new items to establish an enhanced measurement system, 
which will then be tested empirically by gathering and analyzing 
new data. This research improves the measurement properties in 
safety-perception surveys, ultimately facilitating informed 
decision-making in addressing safety-related issues. If proven 
successful, the method employed can be extrapolated to other 
countries and fields of research as a method for advancing quality 
assurance in surveys. 
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 The Local Safety Measurement System was introduced in The 
Swedish Police in the late 1990s. By 2022, more than 1.2 million 
respondents have responded to surveys since 1998. 2,000 
municipalities, divided into 5,000 geographical parts were 
surveyed. Data has been collected with the same questions, 
sequencing, data collection methods, and where the only changes 
have been a couple of new questions when introduced, they are 
always placed last in the survey. The results were compared 
nationally via percentages to obtain a relative assessment of 
severity. In 2022, it was decided to move to an innovative model 
of what was good, less good and what was a directly bad 
percentage for an indicator in a residential area. In addition, it is 
possible to use a summary of the assessments on each indicator 
to an overall assessment of the severity of the current problem 
picture in a national context. Each indicator in the model consists 
of seven problem levels 0–6. Problem level 2 is the model's 
starting point and is extra broad as a "normal value for Sweden". 
An attempt to become almost certain that the value does not 
deviate negatively or positively from other municipalities. 
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Karlskrona is the seat of Karlskrona Municipality, Sweden, with a 
population of ca 67,000 inhabitants. The annual Local 
Measurement Survey is a crucial tool for The Local Government 
and the Local Police to prioritise the work in the city. The main 
problem cited in the large overall annual study, over several years, 
was that too many people refrained from riding buses and trains 
because of fear of threats and violence. Finding out why and 
putting in place measures and then following up the results of the 
regular safety survey as soon as possible became the priority goal. 
A detailed web-based map system with survey questions has been 
developed and has been distributed to the public via bus TV, the 
municipalities, the police, and the transport company´s social 
media and websites. The municipality then worked with local 
situational pictures around the station areas. According to the 
results from the 2022 regional safety survey for Karlskrona, we 
can see that there are slightly fewer people who refrain from taking 
the bus or train, as well as a reduction in those who answered, 
"never go on/never do any activity" and we are almost back to the 
same level as before the pandemic. 
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 For almost two decades a method has been used to collect the 
people of the society’s opinions about their experienced safety 
and crime. Uniquely, the survey has been the same over the years 
and can help law enforcement and municipalities monitor public 
opinion over time. Furthermore, the results can be benchmarked 
between different parts of Sweden and all participating 
municipalities. With increasing expectations that law enforcement 
and municipalities can better evaluate and monitor crime 
proactive progress these surveys give a vital piece of information 
about where agencies are and more importantly, are heading in 
the efforts of creating a safe community. Throughout the seven 
Swedish police regions, these surveys are financed and processed 
in collaboration between police and municipalities. Having a 
common task and finding ways to meet areas with increased 
problems enhances the will for joint activities and helps build a 
strong relationship between the police and municipalities. I will 
share eight years as Chief of Police of Medelpad County in 
northern Sweden with 126,500 inhabitants. I will give perspective 
on how the mayor municipality, Sundsvall, and the police 
collaborated using the survey and created activities to strengthen 
public safety and reduce crime. 
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Let’s start with Sir Robert Peel’s principles, the legendary so-called 
founder of modern policing, introduced 200 years ago. “The test 
of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder and not 
the visible evidence of police action in dealing with them.” In my 
modern reading, Peel means such a mandatory statement that 
Police services must methodically measure the volume of crime, 
disorder, disturbances to the peace, and the assessment of Local 
Police activities by the inhabitants in suitable intervals. In a 
community policing system, it is very important to keep a close 
eye on the actual crime and disorder level to adjust operational 
work and be able to report to the public and stakeholders the 
actual crime situation. Such data can be obtained directly from the 
public using local safety measurement systems. This way, the ideas 
and opinions of the people living or working in an area served will 
become an essential element in the planning of everyday policing 
in that area. The working method has been tried in the local 
Swedish Police districts for decades and in the Balkans by the 
Albanian State Police during one year of pilots in the mid-2010s. 
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The term aoristic crime data describes criminological data where 
an event occurs within a known time interval but at an unknown 
time. These data are often encountered when analysing property 
crimes such as burglary and arson, as victims generally do not 
know the precise occurrence time. Having a more accurate 
estimate of the occurrence time may lead to advances in 
preventative policing. We have introduced a likelihood-based 
approach to estimate occurrence times of property crimes given a 
known time interval by modelling victim and offender behaviour 
as stochastic processes. In particular, the full model is able to 
capture non-homogeneous behaviour in time by both the victim 
and the offender, as well as underlying factors leading to patterns 
in occurrence times. We test our model on real-life aoristic crime 
data sets, comparing our approach to previous approaches. 
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 The paper will address UN Sustainable Development Goal 16. 
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. As a serving 
UK Police Officer in the Eastern Region Special Operations Unit, 
I have been seconded to the National County Lines Co-
ordination Centre to assist with the disruption of County lines. 
County lines are considered a form of Modern Slavery involving 
human trafficking, usually of young or vulnerable people who are 
used to traffic drugs from urban centres to rural locations. In my 
recent work, it has become increasingly apparent that the prison 
has become a location which often intensifies and coordinates, 
County lines activities in communities to which prisoners return 
to. In effect this supports ideas of the transposition of the 
“prisonisation of the ghetto” and the “ghettoisation of the 
prison” (Waquant, 2001). My paper will rely on case studies of 
County lines cases investigated in UK prisons and will make 
recommendations to attenuate the problem by better partnership 
approaches between police, probation and prison staff. 
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Two years have elapsed since the Albanian legislator adopted a 
“hard prison regime”, which consisted of an emulation of Article 
41-bis of the Italian Prison Administration Act, in an effort against 
organized crime and terrorism. It is the Minister of Justice that has 
the authority to place a prisoner in the special regime, in the two 
high-security detention centres in the country. A total of 8 
convicts and 6 defendants deemed as high risk are currently under 
this regime, of which 8 who have sought annulment of the 
Minister’s decision have all been disappointed. This work is 
divided into two main parts. The first part consists of a descriptive 
analysis of the applicable legislation regulating the Albanian “hard 
prison regime”, accompanied by a historical overview of 
deliberations on six consecutive meetings of the Albanian 
Parliament’s Committee of Laws and consultative meetings. The 
second part presents an understanding of promises and challenges 
to this regime based on conclusions from face-to-face interviews 
with 10 practitioners in the criminal justice field. The findings 
suggest that the “hard prison regime” is proving successful against 
organized crime in Albania. However, these interviews disclose 
ramifications, which potentially outweigh the benefits of this 
system. 
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 The phenomenon of radicalisation and violent extremism that 
may lead to terrorism is well known and intensively researched 
global topic, especially in the last few decades. Even though the 
Balkan region and its heterogeneity has a rich history and tradition 
of being an epicentre of religious and ethnic conflicts, 
contemporary research on the phenomenon is still lacking. This 
paper draws conclusions from the research activities conducted 
under the auspices of the HOPE project (Holistic Radicalisation 
Prevention Initiative), focusing on prison, probation, and civil 
society organisations during 2021-2023. To fill in the gaps of key 
stakeholders in the field of prevention of radicalisation, 
deradicalisation, disengagement, and prevention and countering 
of violent extremism (P/CVE), a needs assessment has been 
completed as a pivotal step in determining corresponding strategy 
and intervention types in the region. As such it was 
complemented by the state-of-the-art analysis highlighting the 
most worrying types of radicalisation in the Western Balkans, 
accompanied by drivers of radicalisation (also resulting in the 
significant number of travellers from the region to Syria and Iraq 
and returning afterwards), most vulnerable profiles, state 
response to the situation as well as observing the situation in 
prisons and touching upon some deradicalisation factors. 
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In 1939 Edwin H. Sutherland claimed that white-collar crimes 
represented actual criminality and should be treated and 
contrasted. Sixty years from that time, his warning has found 
confirmation. Modern-era scandals are mainly represented by 
white-collar criminality, so governments have opted for harsh 
prison sentences to refrain individuals from committing crimes 
(deterrent effect) and reflect the seriousness of the crime 
(retributive effect). However, analyzing data on final prison 
sentences from the United States and Italy, severe prison 
sentences proved ineffective in deterring the committing of white-
collar crime. Furthermore, additional questions arise: what is the 
utility of a ten-year prison sentence for individuals who 
customarily do not pose a danger to public safety? What is the 
effectiveness of a prison sentence that produces no deterrent 
effect and does not restore what has been damaged by the crime? 
Downstream of such questions, this article argues that a valid 
response would be shaping a probation system tailored to white-
collar criminality, combining the traditional prison sentence with 
probation to social services. On one side, deterrence would be 
guaranteed by public visibility; on the other, the community would 
be "compensated" by a virtuous use of those skills (know-how) 
once improperly used by white-collar criminals. 
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 Nationally the frequency of crime in rural New Zealand has 
increased in recent years. Using a POP approach (SARA), the 
Rural Lookout trial sought to: 1) increase reporting of and 
intelligence about the characteristics of rural crime, and 2) 
decrease crime through the implementation of an evidence-based 
intervention. The trial uses a quasi-experimental design with pre-
post comparisons between an intervention area and a control 
area. Phase one of the trial included the release of a new reporting 
channel – a geospatial App with photo/video attachment 
capability – specifically designed for rural communities, as well as 
a tailored media strategy encouraging the public to report all crime 
and suspicious behaviour to Police. Analysis of all crime and 
suspicious behaviour reported to Police during this phase 
identified opportunities to improve surveillance, territoriality and 
target hardening of rural properties, land, and vehicles. The 
combination of geospatial functionality and timely review of App 
reports also enabled tactical responses to acute trends. Currently, 
underway, the second phase of the trial offers free security 
assessment to all rural properties in the intervention area, tailored 
CPTED advice and installation of recommended security 
measures subsidised by the Police. Scoping for activities to 
improve community connectedness and feelings of safety is 
ongoing. 
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Hate crime and incitement to hatred, as the aggravated form of 
hate speech, are a considerable problem in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Regardless of the fact that those phenomena are 
integrated into criminal legislation as criminal offences in all 
jurisdictions of Bosnia and Herzegovina and that existing legal 
solutions enable the distinction and prosecution of both, those 
essentially different legal concepts are often misunderstood and 
used as synonyms. The equalization of those concepts has resulted 
in an inadequate response from the criminal justice system that led 
to a significant acquittal rate and inadequate sanctioning. This 
paper analyzes the extent of inadequate application of the existing 
legal framework that enables the prosecution of hate crimes and 
incitement to hatred by prosecutors and judges. The research is 
conducted by the analysis of an absolute sample of existing case 
law in all four jurisdictions in Bosnia and Herzegovina for the 
period of ten years (2012–2022.) using the six elements test 
(Article 19). 
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 The paper aims to explore the existence of a potential correlation 
between certain types of hate crimes on particular grounds with 
the geographical location of the municipalities throughout the 
Republic of North Macedonia. Namely, there is a perception that 
certain types of hate crimes are predominantly occurring and are 
typical for certain municipalities in the country. Thus, the paper 
will use ‘geovisiualization’ of hate crimes, mapping them and their 
features on a variety of grounds that consequently can have a 
serious impact on the prevention of these crimes locally. If there 
is a pattern of hate crimes connected with the geographic location 
and positioning of the municipalities, then this pattern can 
contribute to developing a strategic plan for prevention. The text 
uses results from research and surveys as an illustration of trends 
and patterns in the period from 2016 to 2022 in order to 
‘visualize’ the geographic distribution and rate of hate crime in 
North Macedonia and is based on a desk-research methodology. 
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Population ageing is a complex phenomenon caused by increasing 
life expectancy, declining fertility rates, and improved healthcare, 
requiring careful planning to adapt to changing demographics. 
However, an often-overlooked challenge is the increased violence 
against the elderly, which affects 1 in 6 older people in community 
settings and 2 in 3 older people in institutional settings, (e.g. 
nursing homes and long-term care facilities. Professionals from 
various fields, each with a role in detecting and stopping abuse and 
helping survivors, have merged into effective multi-disciplinary 
teams. However, nearly everywhere, shelter for victims of elder 
abuse is the missing link. Shelters are primarily established for 
women and children victims and do not cater to the unique needs 
of the elderly experiencing abuse. We can find reports that some 
places in the USA and Canada have established transition houses 
or safe houses for older women, but there are no similar services 
in Europe. In the paper, we will analyze the need to establish a 
safe house for victims of elder abuse that can provide a safe and 
comfortable space for victims to regain their dignity, reassert 
control, and develop resilience. We will conduct the study on a 
sample of MDT members in Pomurje, Slovenia. 
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 The paper presents the frequency of criminal offences in 2010–
2020 in Slovenia in which perpetrators and victims are in relation 
to adult child-parent. We analyzed statistics obtained by the 
Slovenian Police for the following crimes: manslaughter, murder, 
actual bodily harm, aggravated bodily harm, grievous bodily harm, 
sexual abuse of a defenceless person and family violence. The 
results of analyses show that such cases are relatively rare in 
relation to all crimes. The most common crime dealt with in this 
context was cases of family violence (11%), followed by actual 
and aggravated bodily harm, and the lowest number of cases was 
for those related to sexual abuse of defenceless persons and 
grievous bodily harm (2%). The share of cases of violence against 
parents in relation to all crimes (excluding sexual abuse of a 
defenceless person) ranges between 4% and 7% per year. The 
paper raises the issue of a dark figure of violence against parents 
by adult children and its factors. The victims usually do not 
expose and report violence, which is also not reported by other 
people around them. The contribution provides a starting point 
for discussions on detecting, investigating and proving such cases. 
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Victims of violent crimes are subject to various forms of 
victimization in the process from the first experience of violence, 
through the subordinate position of escalated violence, to the 
intermission of violence, when usually recovery begins and then 
in the criminal procedure. Victimization often extends also to 
relatives of victims or people who are close to them. Victimization 
does not always depend only on the perpetrator or the victim, but 
it is also related to the social influence and the approach of 
professionals. This also affects the duration of victimization, but 
of course the longer the violence, the greater and longer the 
victimization is. The importance of raising awareness, detecting 
and preventing violence to prevent victimization plays a significant 
role. Strengthening good relations in society is everyone's task, but 
above all, we do not look away or participate, even if only 
passively, in the case of violence. The police are usually the first to 
respond to violence, but in order to be able to respond, they need 
a victim who is strong enough to report the violence or the critical 
eyes of an observer of violence who dares to expose himself, even 
on the expense of his own victimization. 
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 A county line is a telephone line set up by a gang in a city to sell 
Class-A drugs, normally heroin, crack cocaine and cannabis, to 
users, sometimes in rural locations. Human trafficking in county 
lines is dependent upon the criminal exploitation of children and 
vulnerable people. The young people who are trafficked to deliver 
the drugs are usually male and from relatively deprived 
communities but not exclusively so and are aged between 12 and 
17. Recent findings suggest that the age of involvement is 
becoming progressively younger with exceptional cases identified 
below 10 years old who provide a malleable workforce for the 
drugs business. The research utilises a "theory Building" approach 
to uncover the contextual variables which shape the problem and 
by deploying an action research methodology utilises stakeholder 
and expert knowledge attempts to find ways in which to 
reconfigure the variables to reduce harm from the presenting 
problem. The paper is underpinned by UNSDG Goal 16.2 to end 
all forms of violence against children and “gives renewed impetus 
towards the realisation of the right of every child to live free from 
fear, neglect, abuse and exploitation”. 

 
 







 

 

 
 

ARMED FORCES' PEACETIME 

ACTIVITIES AS A POSSIBLE SOURCE 

OF ENVIRONMENTAL HARM:  
LOCAL COMMUNITY  
RESIDENTS' PERSPECTIVE 

 97 
 

DOI 
https://doi.org/ 

10.18690/um.fvv.6.2023 
 

ISBN 
978-961-286-775-1 

 

 
SILVO GRČAR, ANDREJ SOTLAR, KATJA EMAN 
University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia 
silvo.grcar@um.si, andrej.sotlar@um.si, katja.eman@um.si 
 
The social perception of sources of threats to the natural 
environment progressively changes over time from socially 
acceptable to illegal and, according to law, is defined as 
environmental crime. The armed forces are a major consumer of 
energy and in single polluter of the environment. Even in the 
Republic of Slovenia, there is a particularly persistent social 
disagreement regarding the central military training ground Poček 
(Postojna). We conducted a questionnaire survey in the local 
communities of Štivan, Prestranek, and Vrhpolje. The results 
revealed that the inhabitants of Vrhpolje perceive some peacetime 
activities of the armed forces as a threat to the environment. The 
factors of dangerous impacts and restrictions to environmental 
rights were assessed as more threatening compared to the factors 
labelled as energy-chemical impacts. Compared to the residents of 
Vrhpolje, the attitudes of the residents of Prestranek and Štivan 
are statistically significantly different as being more threatening 
concerning the factors labelled as energy-chemical impacts and 
restrictions to environmental rights. In this paper, we present the 
statistical analysis results in more detail and place them in the 
context of conducted domestic and foreign surveys of public 
opinion on the environment, security, and trust in institutions. 
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 Private security in Serbia began in ancient history, but the paper 
deals with the recent development and reform of private security 
in Serbia. The period from 2017 to 2022 was taken as the time 
frame, where the starting year was taken as the exact year when 
the Private Security Law began to be implemented in Serbia. At 
the beginning of the paper, a brief overview of private security as 
a legal phenomenon is given using the normative method. 
Specific data and indicators were collected from the Ministry of 
Interior of Serbia and the Serbian Business Registers Agency. 
With the help of graphs, an analysis of the state and movement 
of specific indicators in the private security field was carried out. 
Parameters such as the number of company licenses, the number 
of personal licenses, the number of licenses by type, the territorial 
distribution of licenses, the number of private security officers 
and the number of police officers (nominally and per 100,000 
inhabitants), and the number of inspections law execution were 
examined. After the analysis, certain conclusions will be drawn 
which will be presented in the paper. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

MEDIA SECURITIZATION OF THE 

MIGRATION PROCESS ON THE  
SO-CALLED BALKAN ROUTE:  
CASE STUDY – SERBIA AND  
NORTH MACEDONIA 

 99 
 

DOI 
https://doi.org/ 

10.18690/um.fvv.6.2023 
 

ISBN 
978-961-286-775-1 

 

 

MARJAN GJUROVSKI,1 MITKO ARNAUDOV2 
1 Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, Institute of Philosophy, Skopje, North 
Macedonia 
marjan.gjurovski@fzf.ukim.edu.mk 
2 Institute of International Politics and Economics, Belgrade, Serbia 
mitko@diplomacy.bg.ac.rs 
 
The issue of migration received media attention in Serbia and 
North Macedonia when thousands of economic migrants and 
refugees tried to reach Western European countries through the 
Balkan route. The media of these countries did not have a clear 
picture of migration. Regional media have had experience only 
with the refugee flows since the Yugoslavian civil wars. But, a new 
wave of migrants and the huge media interest in the Balkan route 
has opened several questions: How to deal with the vast number 
of people trying to cross the borders illegally; On which criteria to 
classify the economic migrants or war refugees; How to protect 
human rights and also protect the local population; How to 
manage all that in globalized media networks. The goal of the 
paper is to show, through the Balkan route example, how the 
migrant issues in regional relations have taken a significant place 
in national and regional security strategies, and also, how this issue 
is securitized by the media in the Western Balkans. Theoretically, 
it will serve in the process of explanation of the media's role in the 
domain of identification and securitization of contemporary 
security challenges, in this case using the migration example. 
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 The EU is committed to being a frontrunner in implementing 
SDGs in Europe and around the globe. Like the UN, the EU 
seeks to increase peace and security through the eradication of 
poverty, environmental development, the economy, and the 
strengthening of democratic values. The rural environment is 
often seen as a source of problems such as economic and 
transport underdevelopment, low value-added jobs, agrarian 
depopulation, excessive pollution, and so on. Less often do we 
recognize its positive capabilities, such as its strategic importance 
for the stability and development of the whole society and state, 
while the supply of food and energy, especially from renewable 
sources, is a key issue. The EU supports both inclusive and 
sustainable food systems with economic, social, and 
environmental dimensions under the Nexus approach. For the 
EU, ensuring universal access to sustainable energy services is 
fundamental for socio-economic development and inclusive 
growth. The European Consensus on Development 2017 was 
signed by the European Commission, the European Parliament, 
the Council of the European Union, and representatives of 
member state governments and underlines the links between 
development policy and other policy areas, including peace and 
security, humanitarian aid, migration, the environment, and 
climate change. 
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Four leading criminologists from the region will discuss the recent 
development of criminological research in the region. 
Irma Kovčo: The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
are increasingly attracting the attention of criminologists who are 
considering what role criminology (should) play in achieving the 
outcomes of sustainable development. The author will discuss 
how criminological research, policy, and practice can advance the 
global SDG agenda from the Croatian perspective. 
Elmedin Muratbegović: Some aspects of the development of 
evidence-based practice in criminology and the most influential 
institutions and/or individuals in Bosnia and Herzegovina will be 
presented. The examples of good practice are related to the seven 
steps of evidence-based practice (Cultivate, Ask, Search, Appraise, 
Integrate, Evaluate, and Disseminate).  
Zoran Kanduč: The main recent research themes of the Institute 
of Criminology at the Faculty of Law in Ljubljana will be presented 
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104  and discussed. The emphasis will be on theoretical perspectives 
and the development of criminological research in the near future. 
Gorazd Meško: The main criminological research and 
publications on specific Slovenian and regional perspectives at the 
Institute of Criminal Justice and Security since 2004 will be 
presented and discussed. 
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Participants of a roundtable will discuss the development of SDGs 
related to community policing from different perspectives – 
philosophical, strategic, organizational, geographical, etc. The 
discussants will also talk about the future of community policing 
because, after the COVID-19 pandemic, it seems that it somehow 
disappeared from the central police agenda as only repressive 
policing and the nonpresence of police in local communities are 
perceived by residents. Moreover, the marginalization of 
community policing and community policing officers can also be 
understood as it never existed as planned fully due to a variety of 
reasons although there were some individual examples of good 
practice of security partnerships and the role of residents in 
security provision activities will also be discussed from the 
perspectives of European Community policing, legitimacy, and 
rural vs urban differences. Is community policing possible in the 
post covid-19 security platform in Europe? 
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 The discussants will present the development of rural criminology 
in the past twenty years, its present state of play and potential 
future developments. Theory, studies on crime and rural 
criminality, victimization in rural settings, crime prevention, 
policing and other perspectives will pre presented from broader 
global, regional and national perspectives. One of the aims of this 
round table is a discussion on comparative criminological 
research on rural crime, criminology and the provision of security 
as well as the safety of rural people. 
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Prislan Mihelič. Public opinion of police work in Slovenia during the COVID-19 pandemic 
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Criminal Justice Perspectives – Conference Room 2 
Chair: Benjamin Flander 
Ivana Radić. The position of juvenile offenders in misdemeanour proceedings in Croatia 
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Velimir Rakočević and Aleksandra Rakočević. Construction of buildings without a building permit 
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Haris Halilović, Muhamed Budimlić and Elmedin Muratbegović. The rights of suspects and 
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Benjamin Flander. Police complaints system in Slovenia: Conciliation procedure 
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Miha Stele. The Jarše youth home’s production school and its role as the secondary prevention programme 
Tinkara Bulovec and Roman Fortuna. Incorporating criminological theories and findings into the work 
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Emilia Jurgielewicz-Delegacz. Rural crime in Poland 
Usman Ghani. Social change and crime control in the role of regional marketing in city branding: The cases 

from Pakistan and Hungary  
Jan Provazník. Compstat as a tool for urban (and rural?) policing management 
 
Specific Crimes and Perception of Criminality – Conference Room 4 
Chair: Katja Eman 
David Čep. Drug crime as challenge for sustainable development (Czech experience) 
Tinkara Bulovec and Katja Eman. Sexual violence in urban/city nightlife venues – A case study of 

Ljubljana 
Katja Eman and Gorazd Meško. Universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water 

for all: The case of the Republic of Slovenia 
Boštjan Slak, Maja Loknar, Aleš Behram and Bojan Dobovšek. How corrupt is the Slovenian 

healthcare system 
Saša Mijalković, Dragana Čvorović and Vince Vari. Reform of normative framework of Serbia and 

the suppression of organized crime as a major security threat – Never ending story 
 
Break 11.15–11.55 
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Opening of the Conference – Conference Room 1 – 12.00–12.15  
Moderator: Ajda Šulc 
Igor Bernik, Dean of the UM FCJS  
Senad Jušić, Acting Director General of the Slovenian Police 
Zdravko Kačič, Rector of the University of Maribor 
 
12.15–12.55 About the UN SDGs, Criminology, Security Studies and Higher 
Education – Keynote Speeches – Conference Room 1 
Chair: Rok Hacin 
Gorazd Meško. Two decades of comparative criminological and criminal justice research and the UN 

SDGs 
Omar Hernández. Higher Education and the UN SDGs 
 
12.55–14.15 Plenary Addresses – Conference Room 1 
Chair: Gorazd Meško  
Joseph Donnermeyer. The role of community in understanding safety and security anywhere in the world  
Kreseda Smith. The intersection of rural criminology and food security: The impact of organised criminal 

groups in the rural space  
Matt Bowden. Safety, security and the Anthropocene: Sustainable security fields in the 21st century  
Mykhaylo Shepitko. Aggressive war against Ukraine: Rural and urban safety in the context of national 

and global security  
 
Break 14.15–14.30 
 
Panels and Roundtable 14.30–16.00  
 
Police Professionalism – Conference Room 1 
Chair: Anže Mihelič  
Gorazd Meško, Charles B. Fields and Rok Hacin. Police legitimacy in urban, suburban, and rural 

settings: A study in Slovenia 
Irena Cajner Mraović, Ivana Radić, Kaja Prislan Mihelič and Branko Lobnikar. Preferences of 

the inhabitants of the rural area of Croatia on the appropriate way of delivering police services 
Vanja Erčulj and Maja Modic. Relationship between police tasks and police satisfaction as perceived by 

residents of Slovenia 
Goran P. Ilić and Aleksandra Ilić. A case study of rural crime and crime perception in village Jarsenovo 

(South Serbia) 
Anže Mihelič and Kaja Prislan Mihelič. Acceptance of police body-worn cameras among citizens 
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Safety and Security I – Conference Room 2 
Chair: Katja Eman 
Kaja Prislan Mihelič and Maja Modic. Issues and opportunities of risk assessment in the national and 

public security domain 
Katja Eman, Damir Ivančić and Dejan Bagari. Sustainable Development Goals in practice – 

Ensuring safety in the local community of Murska Sobota: Police and municipality hand in hand 
Bojan Tičar and Andreja Primec. Introducing codes of good governance and ensuring safety issues 

connected with Sustainable Development Goals in local communities 
Matt Bowden, Allely Albert, Amanda Kramer and Chloe Carragher. The role of civil society in 

everyday security on the island of Ireland 
Igor Bernik. Safe use of cyberspace and access to it in rural areas 
 
Roundtable – Criminology – Developments in the Region – Conference Room 3 
Gorazd Meško, Zoran Kanduč, Elmedin Muratbegović and Irma Kovčo. The UN SDGs and 

the development of criminology in the Western Balkans – Examples from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia and Slovenia.  

 
Break 16.00–16.15 
 
Community Policing – A Roundtable – Conference Room 1 – 16.15–17.15 
Gorazd Meško, Slobodan Marendić, Rok Hacin, Maja Modic and Katja Eman. SDGs and 

Community policing – Towards the future  
 
19.00 Reception Hosted by the Dean of the UM FCJS, Igor Bernik 
 
Wednesday, 13 September 2023 
Panels 09.00–10.45 
 
Registration 08.00–09.00 
 
Policing – Conference Room 1 
Chair: Branko Lobnikar 
Matthew Light and Anne-Marie Singh. Policing decentralization in Ukraine since 2014 
Miha Dvojmoč and Branko Lobnikar. Plural policing in local communities in Slovenia and the United 

Nations sustainable development goals 
Iva Balgač, Irena Cajner Mraović and Krunoslav Borovec. Gender equality from the police 

candidates' perspective: Does their gender make the difference? 
Leta Bardjieva Miovska. Evidence-based and intelligence-led policing in small arms and light weapons 

control in the Republic of North Macedonia 
Kaja Prislan Mihelič and Branko Lobnikar. Smart policing for sustainable development 
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Local Safety in Sweden – Conference Room 2 
Chair: Kjell Elefalk 
Kjell Elefalk, Mats Trulsson, Josef Wiklund, Simon Karlsson and Anders Wiklander. The 

Swedish local safety measurement system, crime prevention and policing 1998–2023 
Mats Trulsson and Kjell Elefalk. Community policing and crime prevention in the Swedish Police Region 

South and the use of local safety measurement system 2005–2023 
Simon Karlsson and Kjell Elefalk. A research programme for increasing the validity and reliability of 

surveys measuring safety perceptions in Sweden 
Kjell Elefalk. How can 1.2 million survey responses be analysed to support operational policing? 
Anders Wiklander and Kjell Elefalk. Local safety measurement system – Practical experience from the 

city of Karlskrona 
Josef Wiklund and Kjell Elefalk. How to use the citizen’s opinion in police work – Lessons learnt from 

the north of Sweden 
Kjell Elefalk. Considerations about the perspective of the inhabitants in community policing and local police 

work 
 
10.45–11.00 Break 
 
Field Trip – Police Academy and the Police Museum (11.00–15.00) 
 
15.00 – 19.00 Free Afternoon 
 
19.00 Social Event 
 
Thursday, 14 September 
 
Panels 09.00–10.45 
 
Crime Analysis, Policing and Social Control – Conference Room 1 
Chair: Rok Hacin 
Robin Markwitz. A likelihood-based approach to modelling aoristic crime data 
Kelly Gray. Addressing county lines in prisons in the UK 
Nita Shala and Gianluigi Pratola. Prospects and challenges in implementing a “hard prison regime” in 

the Republic of Albania  
Emanuel Banutai. Preventing radicalisation in the Balkans – Contemporary challenges 
Roberta De Paolis. Exploiting white-collar criminals’ know-how: Towards a new way of punishment 
Emma Ashcroft. The rural lookout trial: Increasing reporting of crime and implementing CPTED in 

rural New Zealand/Aotearoa 
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Victimological Perspectives – Conference Room 2 
Chair: Danijela Frangež 
Marija Lučić-Ćatić, Muamer Kavazović and Edita Hasković. Misconception of hate crime and 

incitement to hatred: Judiciary practice in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Olga Kosevaliska, Zaneta Poposka and Elena Maksimova. Hate crime in North Macedonia: 

Geographic distribution of hate crimes and hate incidents 
Teja Primc. Analysis of the need for a safe house for victims of elder abuse 
Monika Klun, Aleš Bučar Ručman and Danijela Frangež. The scope of detected cases of violence of 

adult children toward parents in Slovenia 
Robert Tekavec. Victimization in the process of violence and recovery and the importance of awareness, 

detection and prevention of violence 
Paul Andell. Co-production in addressing child criminal exploitation 
 
Safety and Security II – Conference Room 3 
Chair: Andrej Sotlar 
Silvo Grčar, Andrej Sotlar and Katja Eman. Armed forces' peacetime activities as a possible source of 

environmental harm: Local community residents' perspective 
Branko Leštanin and Željko Nikač. Reform of private security in Serbia: State and tendencies 
Marjan Gjurovski and Mitko Arnaudov. Media securitization of the migration process on the so-called 

Balkan route: Case study – Serbia and North Macedonia 
Bernarda Tominc and Andrej Sotlar. The policy coherence of the EU rural security policy in relation to 

the SDG framework 
 
Break 10.45–11.00 
 
Roundtable – Conference Room 1, 11.00–12.00 
Towards the Future of Rural Criminology 
Joseph Donnermeyer, Matt Bowden Kreseda Smith and Gorazd Meško, Towards the future of 
rural criminology (all participants are welcome to take part in a discussion) 
 
Closing of the Conference – Conference Room 1, 12.00–13.00 
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The fourteenth international biennial conference Criminal Justice 
and Security in Central and Eastern Europe, organised by the 
Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, University of Maribor 
(UM FCJS) on 12–14 September 2023, is subtitled The United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals – Rural and Urban 
Safety and Security Perspectives and addresses current challenges 
related to the UN SDGs and the provision of security in local 
communities. Topics of the conference are related to a research 
project of the UM FCJS on local safety and security – rural and 
urban perspectives (2019-20124) based on the UN SDGs that aim 
at the development of democratic societies trying to achieve 
seventeen ambitious goals globally. The conference is also a 
milestone that signifies thirteen years of membership of the UM 
FCJS in the United Nation’s Academic Impact Network (UNAI). 
The book of abstracts includes more than sixty abstracts of papers 
presented at the conference. The main topics of this year’s 
conference are rural criminology, criminal justice, policing, covid-
19, crime, criminality, crime prevention, perception of crime, 
crime analysis, safety, security, community (oriented) policing, 
victimology and penology. Thanks for this great academic event 
go to the programme and organising committees, authors, 
participants and conference supporters nationally and 
internationally. 
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