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YOK: 271.2-726.1:929Varlaam Ohridski

Viktor Nedeski

CONTRIBUTIONS SHEDDING LIGHT
ON THE CHARACTER AND WORK OF THE ARCHBISHOP -
MARTYR VARLAAM OF OHRID

Abstract
This paper attempts to clarify some facets of the personality of an almost unknown arch-
bishop of Ohrid, namely the holy neomartyr Varlaam, who suffered in the city of Veles in
1598. The occasion of the martyrdom is considered in the context of historical circum-
stances reconstructed on the basis of direct and indirect historical sources. This paper
also attempts to answer the question: Why did the cult of St. Varlaam of Ohrid vanished?

Key words: Varlaam of Ohrid, Neomartyr, Archbishop, John Vishensky

Ancrtpakr
Co oea uctupaxysare ce ipasu 0bug ga ce paceellinail Hekou cezmeHIU 0g IUYHOCA Ha
egeH peyucu HeliosHaiti Oxpucku apxueluckod. CluaHyea 360p 3a ceelliuoil HOBOMaYeHUK
Bapnaam, koj toclupagan eo zpagoiti Benec 8o 1598 2. Mogogoil 3a MaueHUW UBOLO Ce
pasznegysa 80 KOHWeKCIWOoW Ha UcopuUCKUlLe OKOMTHOCIUU PeKOHCWPYyupaHU ep3 0CHoea
Ha gupeKUHUllie U UHgUPeKIliHuilie ucliopucKu useopu. Mcitio aka ce tpasu obug ga ce
0g2oeopu Ha Upawarbellio; 30w ilio 32acHan Kyniiotll Ha ceeltiu Bapnaam Oxpugcku?

Knyunu 360poeu: Bapnaam Oxpugcku, HosomayeHux, apxueduckol, JosaH BuweHcku

he Ohrid Archbishopric has not ceased to play a significant role in the life of
the Christians on the Balkans even after the fall of its dioceses under Ottoman
rule. On the contrary, after this event it assumed a central role in the life of the
Christians in this region, who built their identity upon it, finding a real support
and bulwark in their regional church. Thus, during this period the arch-pastors of
the local church took on the role of ethnic representatives, i.e. representatives of
the Christians in general, in the face of Ottoman rule. Therefore, the arch-pastors
bore a heavy burden - to be the pillars of faith that would support the Christian
people, to preserve their faith and not to fall to the flatteries and promises of the
heterodox power.
The Christians on the Balkans in this specific period were in an extremely
challenging position; courageously observing the Christian faith in words and
deeds, the clergy was often targeted by the heterodox power, as well as by the
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local Mohammedan rulers and the independent Kachak gangs. Thus, no small
number of those priests and arch-pastors suffered martyrdom defending their
faith and their people.

The holy Varlaam, the Archbishop of Ohrid, is included among those brave
men and was the last in line of Archbishops of the Archbishopric of Ohrid until
its abolition in 1767, about which we know that they have been engarlanded with
the holy wreath and, pleasing God, have been placed in the heavenly choir. Gov-
erning the Ohrid church, during the difficult period of the Ottoman rule, this holy
arch-pastor completely devoted himself to the service of God and to his nearest
ones. He crowned his arch-pastoral work with the wreath of martyrdom, bravely
suffering for the Christian faith.

In contrast to other famous hieromartyrs from this period, whose cult is
preserved until the present time, the name of this Archbishop of Ohrid is known
only to a narrow circle of historians and hagiologists.

The time of St. Varlaam and the reason for his martyrdom

The data about the service of the holy bishop and martyr of Christ Varlaam
as archbishop are really scarce. There is no information about his life before he
was appointed as Archbishop. It is known for certain that he assumed the Arch-
bishop’s throne after the first service as Archbishop of the Archbishop Athanasi-
us,' and that his service as an Archbishop did not last long.

The period in which the holy Varlaam was Archbishop was one of the most
difficult periods for Christians during the overall Ottoman rule over the Balkans.
Thus, in the second half of the 16th century, the situation of Christians under
the Ottoman rule began to deteriorate significantly. The cruelty of the sultans
increased day by day? and moral corruption was a fundamental characteristic
of the Ottoman administration and army® especially after the death of Sokollu
Mehmed Pasha in 1579.

Although numerous cases of Ottoman violence against the orthodox clergy
and church dignitaries are known, the official Ottoman rule rarely resorted to
physical liquidation of the heads of the churches i.e. patriarchs and archbishops.
Thus, out of all the archbishops who have ascended the throne of Ohrid during
the Ottoman rule, this is the only case of martyrdom of an archbishop. One of

' U. Cuerapos, Hcmopus na Oxpuockama apxuenuckonus 11, Cocust 1995, 194.

2 This situation is reflected very well by the memoir of Pavel Dzordzic, citizen of Du-
brovnik, sent to emperor Rudolf II on February 22, 1597. See: H. MuneB, Eoun neuzdaden
dokymenm 3a Owieapckama ucmopus (1597), V3Bectus Ha OBIATapCKOTO HUCTOPUUECKO
IpyKecTBo, 0p. 4, 1915, §9-99.

* 1. Cuerapos, op. cit., 74.
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the main reasons for that was certainly the fear of mass reaction and mutiny of
the Christian population, therefore there had to be a very serious reason for such
an act.

However the period when Varlaam served as Archbishop saw a series of
mutinies and rebellions occured, organized by the clergy, which might be the
main reason for his martyrdom. Indeed, the letter of the Ohrid Archbishop Joa-
chim’ to Don Juan de Austria dated June 1, 1576, which is preserved in Spain in
the Archives of Simancas,® reveals that the Archbishop Joachim was preparing
a rebellion in western Macedonia and Epirus.” According to some documents
published by Makushev only a few years before commencing his service as
archbishop and the martyrdom of Varlaam in 1595 a strong rebellion arose in
Himara, which attracted the attention of Venice. At the head of the rebellion stood
"the Archbishop of the citizens of Himara" who led the rebellion dressed in red.
Although Makushev thinks that it was the Archbishop of Bari,? that interpretation
cannot be accepted, because Himara was under the rule either of the Archbishop
of Ohrid or of the Bishop of loannina, and not under the rule of the Archbishop
who had his seat in Italy. According to the opinion of Milev, the rebellion was
headed by Athanasius’ the Archbishop of Ohrid, who later on entered into nego-
tiations with Venice to raise a new rebellion. However most probably it was his
predecessor Joachim, whose service as an Archbishop probably ended with the
suppression of the 1595 rebellion. The testimony of the contemporary of these
events, Dr. Gerlach, about the difficult position of the clergy of Ohrid in that
period is significant. Touched by the financial condition of the Orthodox Church
in the Balkans, and especially the intense miseries which the Ohrid Church had
suffered, Dr. Gerlach confirmed that with an impressive note in his diary: "On
October 4" T gave 10 aspras to a priest, to whom the sipahi took everything he

* A later example is the murder of the Patriarch of Constantinopole Gregory V, which was a
cause for the uprising on Chios in 1821, which was supported by the monkhood from Mount Athos.
Thus, after the Paschal liturgy, on April 10, 1821, the Patriarch was captured, and on the very same
afternoon he was hung from the front gate of the Patriarchate. (I"T1. AyyeAdmoviog, 7o kate Tov
Hozpicpynv Kwvaravivovmodews [ prydpiov ov E', tépog A', EOvikév Tumoypageiov 1865, 18-19).

> According to the testimony of his contemporary Dr. Stefan Gerlach, the Archbishop
Joachim was born around 1527. Gerlach in his work "Diary of a trip to the Ottoman Porte in
Constantinople" wrote: "On April 4, 1577 I was in the patriarchate, where I saw the Archbishop
of Ohrid and all of Bulgaria, a man of fifty, with a simple monk's clothing" (C. I'epnax, Jnesnux
Ha eono nvmysare 00 Ocmanckama nopma 8 Llapuepao, Codus 1976, 187).

¢ Archivo General de Simancas, Seccion Estado, lejos 1074 (numerous 109).

”For more on this see: .K. Xaowdtn, O Apyiemiokorog Aypiows Iwoxeiu kot o1 6ovouotikés
Kwveloeis oty Bipeio Hreipo (1572-1576), Makedovika 6 (1965), 237-253.

8 V. Makushev, Monum. histor. Slavorum meridionalium, 1 ,Warsaw 1874, 268-270.

° For more on Athanasius, see: H. Munes, Oxpudckusm nampuapx Amanacuii u ckuma-
Hustma My 6 yyocouna, i3pectus Ha McropuueckoTo apyxectso, 6p. 5 (1922), 113-128.
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had, he had to leave his wife and two children and subsist by cutting trees. He is
under the authority of the Archbishop of Ohrid"."

In 1598, the year of the martyrdom of Varlaam, a rebellion arose in Trno-
vo,'! which was organized mainly by clerics. One of the main organizers was the
Metropolitan of Trnovo Dionysus Rallis,'> well-known for his diplomatic activity
in order to attract like-minded persons mostly from the Orthodox world. In 1592,
Metropolitan Dionysius, accompanied by Kalistrat the Metropolitan of Grevena
who belonged to the diocese of the Ohrid Archbishopric, took to Moscow a decree
and letters addressed to the Russian tsar Theodore Ivanovich (son of the Emperor
Ivan the Terrible), to the queen and the patriarch Job of Moscow, in which he
sought help for the homogeneous Slavic Christian population in the Balkans.'

After the failure of the rebellion, which despite pleas remained without help
from Russia, over 60 000 Christians migrated north of the Danube, many people
were killed and many villages were ravaged. Later in 1617, the Metropolitan
Dionysius sent a letter to the Austrian Emperor Rudolf, in which he wrote the
following: "With my faithful servants, I personally have collected around 1000
Christians in the "Sedmogradska" (seven-city) war but our enemy, the Turk, at-
tacked with great force, and broke the army (the rebels), and took from me my
bishop’s dignity and I had to escape".!*

It is known that in that period (1596-1599) the predecessor of the holy martyr
Varlaam, the Archbishop Athanasius, was traveling with the Metropolitan of Pel-
agonija Jeremiah asking for help from the European officials to raise a rebellion of
the Balkan people for their liberation from Turkish slavery.'® This fact has led some
researchers to reflect that perhaps Varlaam too acted similarly in his area, among his
followers, and some researchers interpret the event with the Archbishop Varlaam
as a consequence of a rebellion that arose in the city of Veles,'® which of course is

10 C. T'epnax, op. cit., 154.

"' T". bakanos, Hcmopus na ovaeapume, Codus 2007, 296-313.

12 For the actions of the Metropolitan Dionysius Rallis see further: A. Bakaiomoviog,
Iotopio. tov Néov EAMAnviouod, 1. 3, @sccarovikn 1968, 335-337.

B T. Bakaos, op. cit., 213.

1 11. Teopruesa, /. LlaneB, Xpucmomamus no ucmopus na bvaeapus 111, Hayka v usky-
ctBo, Codpmst 1988, 192-198.

'3 “Not less impressive from the activity of Rali was the energetic political activity of his
contemporary, the Archbishop of Ohrid, Athanasius. Encouraged by the outbreak of uprising between
the gate and the Christian “Holy league” (1593-1606, Athanasius had started negotiations with the
Venetians in 1596, with an appeal to support the prepared uprising in Albania. Athanasius went to
Italy, where he tried to develop rapport with the Viceroy of Naples and the Pope. Athanasius was
convinced that at the slightest sign, all of Serbia and Bulgaria would be prepared to join with the
rebelled Christian brothers from Albania”. I. bakanos, Hcmopus na 6wreapume, Cogpus 2007, 212-
213; For Athanasius see more: H. Munes, Oxpudckusim nampuapx Amanacui, 113-128.

16 Probably an uprising broke out, perhaps in Veles, to which the Archbishop Varlaam who
was in the city at that time became a victim” . [TactyxoB, bwreapcka ucmopus 11, Codust 1943, 483.
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not confirmed by any source. According to Minoski,!” there is a possibility that the
Archbishop Varlaam was a victim of conspiracy of the pretenders to the archbish-
opric throne, bearing in mind that in the same period another Archbishop of Ohrid
appeared beside Athanasius and Varlaam — Nektarius,'® who in 1598 is mentioned
in the historical sources as a collector of alms in Moldova."

If we examine the history of the Patriarchate of Pec, it is interesting that
the Serbian Patriarch John Kantul (1592-1614), who manifested revolutionary
activities, was a contemporary of the Archbishop Varlaam. Therefore, in 1598 the
rebellion in Belgrade arose. Fifteen years after this rebellion, the Patriarch John
was killed by the Turks, and he was revered as martyr?® by his contemporaries.

The situation of the Christian population and especially of the clergy was no
friendlier to the south of the Balkans either, especially after the Battle of Lepanto
in 1571.%! Thus, according to the sources the wrath of the Sultan?? erupted on the
clergy and nobility in southern Macedonia,?® central Greece,* the Peloponnese?
and the Aegean islands,?® which led to numerous rebellions.

The historical conditions and turbulent occurrences in the Balkan part of the Ot-
toman Empire in that period as well as the role of the clergy and also of the headmen
of the local churches in the organization of the liberation movements led to numerous
martyrs, even from the ranks of the high clergy who defended the Orthodox faith
zealously and clamoured for the liberation of its flock from the heterodox slavish

7 M. Munockn, Heitosnainio scuiniue na Bapnaam Oxpugcku kako uzgop 3a Hactianuiie
60 Maxegonuja 6o 1598 coguna, I'macank Ha UHU 1976, T. XX No. 3, 188 — 189.

¥ The Moldavian Duke Jeremiah Mogila recommends to the great Chancellor and Hetman
of the Polish Crown, Jan Zamoyski by letter dated 14 August 1598, the Archbishop of Ohrid
Nektarios who wanted to go to Moscow after spending more than one year in Moldova. In that
letter the Duke Jeremiah does not forget to indicate the circumstances that forced the Archbishop
to abandon his seat and seek refuge in other countries: the churches were ravaged by rogues, and
he himself did not feel safe. Cf. E. Hurmuzaki, Suplimentul 2, 1. 1 (1510-1600), I. Bogdan (ed.),
Bucuresti 1893, 478.

Y . Cuerapos, op. cit., 194

0 Casa Wlymanmjcku, Cpiicku jepapcu og gesenio 9o geageceinio? éexa, beorpan-Ilon-
ropuua-Kparyjesan 1996, 242.

21 For more on this battle, see: A.C. Hess, The Battle of Lepanto and Its Place in Mediter-
ranean History, Past and Present, No. 57 (1972) 53-73; A. Konstam, Lepanto 1571: The Greatest
Naval Battle of the Renaissance, Oxford 2003.

22 On the policy and the character of the Sultan Selim II (1565-1574) see: N. Jorga,
Gaschichte des osmanischen Reiches nach den Quellen dergestellt, 1. 3, Gotha 1910, 137.

# On the events in Thessaloniki and Mount Athos and Serres see: E. Charriére, Négociations
de Levant ou correspondances, memoires et actes diplomatiques, 1. 3, Paris 1853, 262; I1. Zep-
revng, Ocooalovikéwy untporoiitor (1520-1578), Byzantinische Zeitschrift, T. 12, (1903), 139-
140; V. Lamansky, Secrets d’Etat de Venise, Saint-Pétersbourg 1884, 88; A. BaxaAiomovAiov, H
Ococalovikng ara 1430, 1821 kou 1912-1918, @scoarovikn 1947, 30-31; I1. [Tévva, Zeppaird.
Xpovixa, tevy. A’ (1938), 13, 16-17.

2 K. 2aBag, Xpovikév [adaidiov, ABfva 1865, 187-189, 212-214.

3 3. @oponodrov, lotopio g [16dews Hatpdv, Matpa 1950, 416-417, 445.

2 E. Charriére, op. cit., 262.
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yoke. The characteristic rebellion among the Christians in this period is explained by
the extremely unbearable position of the Christians and the unprecedented unruliness
which was a feature of the empire during the reign of Sultan Muhammad III (1595-
1603) and his son Ahmed I,>” during whose reign the holy martyr Varlaam was killed.

Sources of the martyrdom of the Archbishop Varlaam

The news of the martyrdom of the Archbishop echoed throughout the Or-
thodox world and it was impossible for this event to remain unnoticed in several
sources that date from different periods.

The oldest preserved source for the martyrdom of the holy Archbishop is
one inscription made in the Prologue of the church Holy Mother of God Periv-
leptos in Ohrid from the second half of the 16th century. This inscription made
by an anonymous author says:

+ Ba aémo. ¢3ps. (7106) mila maiira. k4. xaH ™ apxiinickiney
WxpHCKSME Kph Banamoy rase$ emoy Wekwdwe T8ousi 8 rossor oy
Beake8 ko cTROPIXA BEAHAN® MOVKA. & HEMS EsuHa iMOV NEMET™R. :

(In the summer 1598, on the 28™ day of May, the Turks beheaded the
Archbishop of Ohrid sire Varlaam, in the city of Veles and caused a great suffering,
and to him — memory eternal).

Today this Prologue is kept in the library of BAN,* and was published for
the first time in 1908 by Professor Jordan Ivanov in the first edition of the book
“Bulgarian antiquities from Macedonia"(,,bearapcku crapunu us Makegonus™).>’
This short text does not give detailed information, but represents a significant
testimony for the martyrdom of the Archbishop. Certainly, as an inscription in
the margins it had to be substantial but concise, transferring in that manner the
testimony of the event. Snegarov writes about this inscription stating: An un-
known writer (probably a citizen of Ohrid) wrote in Slavic about the death of
Archbishop of Ohrid Varlaam in one prologue of the Ohrid cathedral church "St.
Clement".** Minovski too locates the occurrence of this inscription at the time of
the martyrdom of the Archbishop Varlaam.?!

27 For more on these Sultans see: D. Quataert, The Ottoman Empire 1700-1922, Cambridge
2000, 90; C. Finkel, Osman's Dream: The Story of the Ottoman Empire, New York 2005, 175; J.P.
Kinross, Ottoman Centuries, New York 1977, 288; G. Piterberg, An Ottoman Tragedy: History
and Historiography at Play, Los Angeles and Berkeley 2003, 271.

2 BAN — Archive, Ne 73, 1. XIV a.

2 1. VBanoB, Bwreapcku cmapunu uz Maxedonus, Copus 1908, 216.

3 U. Cuerapos, op. cit., 280.

31 M. MuHocku, op. cit., 183.
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Snegarov once more noted the martyrdom of the Archbishop Varlaam
and wrote: "During the 16" century the condition of the Christians in Turkey
became unbearable. The sultans competed with each other in dissolute life and
ferocity. Muhammad III (1595-1603) had executed 21 of his siblings and 10 of
his father’s concubines. His son Ahmed I desired bodily pleasures and did not
have a firm hand to bring order to his country, as a result of which several years
after his death, Turkey was hit by dynastic struggles and ethnic disorder. During
his reign, the Archbishop of Ohrid, Varlaam was beheaded in Veles in 1598".% In
his notes, Snegarov points to the disorder which predominated during the reign
of Sultan Muhammad III, and he denotes the martyrdom of the Archbishop as a
consequence precisely of this situation in the country.

In 1946, the Russian scientist Eremin mentioned an unknown text that
originates from the Balkans, in which the transfer of the relics of St. Varlaam from
Veles to Ohrid is described,* and in 1955 he published a work of the Ukrainian
writer John Vishensky in which this text** is published.

The author of this text, the monk John Vishensky,* was born in Galicia
(region between Hungary, Poland and Ukraine), in the city of Vishnja. He had
a Slavic origin, and was born around 1545/1550 and passed away around 1630.
He was a monk on Mount Athos, in the Zograf monastery (that at that time was a
powerful monastery), and from there he had written many important works, and
sent a lot of letters to several people. For us the most important is the description
of the holy Varlaam, the Archbishop of Ohrid, which is included in his book
"Kuamxkka” (Booklet) for which it is believed that John himself had transcribed it
from a local original, soon after this event had occurred.

It is about one incomplete hagiography which is entitled "Novelty or
news about the discovery of the body of the killed Varlaam, Archbishop of Ohrid,
how it was found and how afterwards his holy body was transferred to Ohrid."
Opinions of the researchers are divided with respect to the authorship of this

2 W. CHerapos, op. cit., 74.

3 W.IN. Epemun, Heussecmuoiii navsamuux 6oneapckoii iumepamypel konya XVI 6., Ha-
yuHbI# OtosereHs Jlennarpaackoro ['ocynapctBeHoro yHuBepeuteta, Ne 11-12 (CnaBuctnakne
3ameTKn), 31, JII'Y, Jleannrpan 1946, 33-34.

3 W.IN. Epemud (pen.), Y. Buntencknit, Covunenus, Hosuna uiu ecm o obpemenuu mena
ybumazo Bapnaama, apxuenocrkona oxpudckazo, 8o epade Benuce 3a ucmunny nocmpaoaguiazo
u 8 pexy, 306o0Myio Bapoap, eeepoicennaco, Mocka-Jlenunrpan 1955, 125-129, 311-313.

3% About Vishensky see: W. ®patnko, Hean Buwencokuii u e2o npoussedenus (Monoepa-
¢us), JIsBoB 1895; U I'pymescknit, Hemopus ykpaunckou numepamypel 6 6-mu momax, T. 5,
kaura 2: [lepoe Bo3poxaenune (1580—1610 r.), Kues 1995, 91-163, 234-266; I1. XKureupkuii,
JlumepamypHas oeamenvHocme Hoanna Buuienckozo, Kueckas crapusa, T. XXIX, Kues 1890,
494-532.
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text. As such Zhytetsky* and Ivan Franko*’ believe that it is an original work of
Vishensky. However, Franko adds that below the text there is not the signature of
Vishensky. That, and the linguistic expressions characteristic of the Macedonian
dialect that can be found in the text led Minovski to believe that Vishensky was
not the original author of this text, and that his source was the whole hagiography
that is completely unknown today, which Vishensky had found on Mount Athos.*®
This possibility is very probable, knowing that this monastic territory was freer in
the fostering of the neomyrtyr’s cults of which many martyrological collections
are witnesses. These collections are preserved on the Mount Athos, and some of
them are the only sources on the suffering of a particular new neomartyr. Special
centers functioned on Mount Athos that encouraged the neomartyrdom, particu-
larly among those penitents who had previously renounced Christ.* However the
existence of a comprehensive hagiography of Valaam is not necessary, bearing
in mind that the martyrologies usually give only basic biographical information,
and the emphasis in them is on the martyrdom of the saint. Thus, this opinion of
Minovski remains based only on assumptions.

Martin Drinov writes about saint Varlaam in his book ,,136panu
cpunHeHus ("Selected Works"), and more recently, Manjo Stoyanov in
,»LbpKBaTa 1 chIpoTHUBaTa Ha ObJIrapcKus Hapos cpelry ocMaHckoTo uro™ ("The
Church and the Bulgarian’s people resistance meet the Ottoman oppression").
Trendafil Krstanov writes about him in his works ,,HoBuHa 3a HamupaHne momute
Ha 00e3IaBeHus OT TYpIUTE OXPUACKH apxuenuckon Bapnaam B kpast Ha X VIB*
(“The novelty of finding the relics of the beheaded Archbishop Varlaam by the
Turks at the end of the 16" century"). In: ,.,Iypckute 3aBoeBaHus U chabara Ha
OaKaHCKUTE HAPOIHU, OTPA3eHU B HCTOPHUECKU U JIUTEPATYPHU MTAMETHHUITH OT
XIV-XVII century* (“Turkish conquest and the fate of the Balkan peoples, reflect-
ed in historical and literary monuments of 14%-17% century*) (V. Tarnovo, 1992),*
and ,,HoBu nanuu 3a Obarapcku MbueHUIm ot X V-XIXB.“ ("New data on Bulgar-
ian martyrs of 15%-19% century"). In "IyxoBHa kyarypa", k. 2/1995" (Spiritual
culture", no. 2/1995), and finally, the nun Valentina Drumeva in ,,Pa3ka3u 3a
owpirapckute cBetin ("Stories of Bulgarian saints").

3¢ I1. XKureupkui, op. cit., 505.

7. ®panko, op. cit., 80-81.

38 M. MuHockH, op. cit., 181-183.

3 Cf. Z. Taoyokidng, To vuvayioloyiké épyo twv Korlofadwv: coufols oty uelétn g
ay10A0YIKHGS Ypopuateiag katd v mepiodo e Tovprokporiag, ®scsorovikn 2007, 109-114.

40 T. KpcraHoB, Typckume 3a80esanusi u cvb0bama Ha OAIKAHCKUMe HapooOu, OMpaseHu 8
ucmopuyecku u 1umepamypuu navemuuyu om 14-186., B. Tppaoso 1999, 161-171.
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The cult of St. Hieromartyr Varlaam

Although the duty of Varlaam as an Archbishop lasted only briefly, the
news of his martyrdom spread quickly, as we have mentioned above, and it was
therefore natural to begin to develop his cult. However, as the monk of Zograf,
John Vishensky, had noted down in his account, directly after the suffering, the
Turkish government took care to extinguish every memory of the Blessed Martyr
in every possible way. This text most picturesquely and precisely, in the spirit of
hagiographical works, described the events that followed after the assassination of
the Archbishop. It recounts: "After the killing and throwing the body into the river
Vardar of the Blessed father at that time, because of the persecution and slander
against the rest of the Christians, no one dared to follow his body to retrieve it
from the water, but it spent a week in the water, until this fuss and the furious
Turkish hearts enraged by the devil had calmed".*!

However, miraculously, as Vishensky continues in his story, the body of
the holy Archbishop was found and buried in a church in the vicinity of the city
of Veles. All these events were followed by the manifestation of many miracles,
which had followed the later transfer of his holy relics to the city of Ohrid — the
center of the Archbishopric. As Vishensky had noted, the relics of the holy martyr
were uncorrupted, myroblete and represented a source of healing.*> These devel-
opments, of course, contributed to the quick spread of the cult of the Archbishop
Varlaam, which led to the news of his martyrdom being noticed by some sources,
as we have mentioned above, despite the major Turkish repression.

What is particularly confusing is the gradual extinguishing of the cult of this
holy arch-pastor and martyr and the loss of his holy relics, which were anyway
central to his worship.

We found the last proof concerning the cult of the Archbishop Varlaam
in the same Prologue No. 11 from the church Holy Mother of God Perivleptos
which features the oldest inscription about Varlaam.* The notes which date to
February 9, 1869 are signed by Hristo K. Uzunov from Ohrid, the grandfather of
Hristo Uzunov - the famous revolutionary who was named after his grandfather.
From these notes it is obvious that in 1869, i.e. 271 years after the martyrdom
of the holy Archbishop and hieromartyr Varlaam, the citizens of Ohrid had still

“LIL. Epemut (pen.), Y. Butiencknit, Covunenus, Hoguna wiu ecm o obpemenuu mena
ybumaeo Bapnaama, 311.

2 Ibid, 312.

# "The left page opposite to this note [the old note] (on f. XIIIb) bears a note from a recent
period: See the note as opposed to the Beheading of the Archbishop of Ohrid Varlaam to 1869 after
the Nativity of Christ makes 281, the Chr. K. Uzunov Bulgarian from Ohrid. Month February 9"
Xp. KonoB, Onuc Ha cnasanckume pvkonucu 8 bubnuomexama na bvneapckama axademus Ha
naykume, Codus 1969, 146.
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preserved his memory. In this inscription Uzunov counts how many years have
passed from the martyrdom of Varlaam until 1869.

According to the account of Vishensky, after the transfer to Ohrid, the relics
were placed in the "temple of the Ohrid Archbishopric".** Considering the fact
that during the Ottoman conquest the cathedral church of "St. Sophia" was turned
into a mosque,* and the church "Perivleptos" was appointed as cathedral church
of the Archbishopric, there is a very good possibility that the relics of St. Varlaam
were placed there. But there is no other record for that insidethe church, except
the one preserved in the Prologue*® in which the martyrdom is written down, but
it does not say anything about the relics.

It is likely that in the turbulent time of revolutionary activities and rebellions
which followed after the testimony of Uzunov, or perhaps during the period of
some occupational conquest in a later period, the relics were transferred from
this church and thus "forgotten", and the possibility that they were handed over
for destruction by the heterodox government cannot be rejected either, keeping
in mind that precisely the relics were a pillar upon which the cult of St. Varlaam
was founded.

As for the iconographic representation of the Archbishop Varlaam, up to
now older representations have not been found. There is a recent icon of the
holy arch-pastor which is kept in the monastery "St. Paraskeva" in the village
Velgoshti — near Ohrid. On this icon St. Varlaam is represented as an old man
with a white tapered beard, long hair*’ and skouphos with a veil (panakamilavka)
with a cross on it. In his right hand he holds a cross and in his left hand he holds
a closed copy of the holy Gospel. There is the following inscription on the back
of the icon: "To the St. Paraskeva and to the citizens of Ohrid from Christians of
the town Shumen - Bulgaria. Resurrection of Christ, Shumen 2005". According
to the data that they left in the monastery, the Christians from Shumen who gave
this icon made it after a vision of the saint, who requested them to take the icon
to the aforementioned monastery.

The good fortune of the saint’s icon dwelling in this monastery is an indi-
cation that Saint Varlaam, despite the loss of his holy and myroblete relics, has
undoubtedly been protecting the Holy See of Ohrid and the regional Church which
he once oversaw for more than four centuries.

“ W.I1. Epemut (pen.), Y. Buntencknit, Covunenus, Hoguna uiu ecm o obpemenuu mena
ybumazo Bapnaama..., 313.

4 1. I'po3nanoB, JKugoiiucoiti Ha Oxpugckaitia apxueiiuckoityja: ciuyguu, Cronje 2007, 272.

“ 11, UanoB, Bureapcku cmapunu uz Maxkedonus, Copus 1908, 216.

471t is not known whether this icon is a copy of some older prototype and does it recapture
the real image of the Archbishop, or it is made in compliance with certain known characteristics,
as it is for an example the age and etc.
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Buxuuop Hegecku

[IPV10311 KOH PACBET/TYBAILE HA JIMKOT U TIENOTO
HA APXUEINNCKRONIIOT MAYEHNK BAPTAAM OXPUJICKU

Pesume

[Tepuonot Ha apxuenuckoncTBoTo Ha Bapnaam OXpuicku e mpociiesieH co
Hu3a OyHU U BOCTaHUWja OpraHU3UpPaHU TOKMY O IyXOBHHIIH, IITO MOXKEOH € 1
[JIABHUOT IIOBOJ] 32 HErOBaTa MaueHWYKa cMpT. Taka, 0/ IMCMOTO Ha OXPUICKUOT
apxuernuckon JoakuMm 1o Don Juan de Austria ox 1 jyrm 1576 1., 3auyBaHO
BO IMAHCKUOT apxXWB Simancas, J03HaBaMe JeKa apXUEenucKomnoT Joakum
MOATOTBYBaJl BOCTaHWE BO 3amagHa Makenonuja u Bo Enup, xoe n3byBHAIO
Bo 1595 . Bo Xmmapa, caMO HEKOJIKY TOIWHH TIPE] apXUEIHUCKOIICTBOTO U
MadeHUITBOTO Ha Bapmaam. Bo 1598 ronuHa — roguHata Ha MadeHHUIITBOTO
Ha Bapnaam — n30yBHa/I0 BocTaHue U Bo TpHOBO, Ko€ OUIIO OpraHu3UpaHo O
TPHOBCKHOT MUTPOTIONHT JlmoHucH] Pam.

Ce 3Hae JieKa IPETXOTHUKOT Ha CBETHOT MadeHUK Bapraam, apxuenuckonor
Aranacuj, TOKMy BO Toa BpeMe (1596—1599), 3aeqHo cO TEIarOHHUCKHOT
MuTpononut EpeMuja, cTpaHcTBYBa U 6apalt MOMOIII OJ1 €BPOIICKUTE AP KABHUIIN
3a KpeBame BOCTaHUE Ha OalTKaHCKUTE HAPOH 32 0CII000/TyBabe 0J] OCMaHIUCKOTO
porictBo. Tokmy 0BOj (hakT HaBesl HEKOM UCTPaXKyBayl HAa pa3MUCITyBarbe JeKa
MoxeOu 1 Bapnaam gejcTByBas BO MCTa Hacoka Ha JOMAIllleH TEPeH, Mery
CBOjara MmacTBa, a HEKOM UCTPaKyBaud HACTAHOT CO apXHEMUCKonoT Bapmaam ro
TOJIKYBaaT Kako MOCJIeANIIA Ha BOCTaHHUe IITO U30yBHAIIO BO rpaJoT Bernec, niu Ha
3aroBOp OJ1 MPETEHACHTUTE 3a APXUEMUCKOIICKUOT MPECTOI. 3a TelKara coctojoa
Ha OXPHUJICKHOT KJIUP BO TOA BpeMe 3Ha4ajHO € ¥ CBEJIOIITBOTO HA COBPEMEHHUKOT
Ha oBHe HactaHy, 1-p Credan ['epmax.

Hajcrap 3a4yBaH n3BOp 32 MAYEHUIKOTO CKOHYAHHE HA CBETHOT aPXHUETTHCKOTT
€ eJleH 3anuc HampaBeH Bo IIposiorot Ha mpkBara boropoauna Ilepusnenrta Bo
Oxpun on Bropara mojoBuHa Ha XVI Bek. Bo 1955 ronuna pyckuoT HaydHHUK
Epemun 06jaByBa e1HO €710 Ha YKpaWHCKUOT Ttucaten JoBan BuieHcku, Bo Koe
ce Haora M packasoT ,,HoBWHA WK BECT 3a MPOHAOTaKk-ETO HA TEJIOTO HA yOUEHUOT
Bapnaam, apxuenuckon OXpHICKH, Kako Oerre mpoHajIeH 1 KaKo I0Toa HETOBOTO
npebaxeHo Teno ce mpenece 10 Oxpua . OBHe ABE CBEOIITBA, OJ1 KOU BTOPOTO
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YMa )KUTUEH KapaKTep, Ce€ €IMHCTBEHUTE U3BOPU COBPEMEHH Ha MAU€HUIIITBOTO
Ha apxuenuckonot Bapmaam.

Omna mro ocobeHo 30yHyBa € MOCTEIIEHOTO TaCHEHhE Ha KYJITOT Ha OBOj CBET
ApPXUTIACTUP U MAUEHUK, U T'yOSHeTO Ha HETOBUTE CBETH MOIITH, KOU CEKAKO,
Owsle IeHTap Ha HErOBOTO MOYMTYyBame. [locneHnuTe cBeomTBa 3a KyJaIToT Ha
apxuenuckonotr Bapnaam ru cpekaBame Bo uctuotT IIponor No. 11 og xpamor
Boroponuna [lepusnienta, Bo koj € HallpaBeH W HajCTApUOT 3amuc 3a Baprmaawm.
OBoj 3amuc ro octaBui oxpuranerot Xpucto K. Y3yHoB, 1e/10 Ha HCTOUMEHHOT
PEBOIIYIIMOHEP, ¥ TO HOcH NatyMoT 9 deBpyapu 1869 r. O oBue Genemku cTaHyBa
jacHo aexa Bo 1869 romuna, ogHocHO 271 ronvHa Mo MaueHUYKOTO CKOHUAHUE
Ha CBETUTOT apXHUEMHCKOI U CBeIlITeHOMaueHUK Baprnaam, oxpuranu ce yiuTe ro
YyyBaJie HETOBUOT CIIOMEH.

Cropen moBecta Ha BureHcku, o npeHecyBameTo Bo OXpHJT MOIITHTE
Ouje TMOJOKEeHW BO ,,XpaMOoT Ha OXpHJcKaTa apXHENMUCKOIHja“, BEepOjaTHO
xpamoT boroponuna [lepusnenta. OHa mTO € HAjBEpOjaTHO € JieKa BO OyPHOTO
BpeMe Ha PEeBOJYIIHOHEPHH JIBIKECHA U BOCTAHH]a, KOe CIIeTyBa IO CBEJAOIITBOTO
Ha Y3YHOB, WJIH MOXeOW BO MEPHONOT Ha HEKOE OKYIAaTOPCKO 3aBOjyBame BO
MTOJIOITHEIKHUOT TIEPUOJ, MOIITUTE OWJIe NMPEHECEHHW OJ] OBOj XpaM M Taka
»3a00paBeHH", a He € UCKJIyueHa MOYKHOCTA J1a Ouiie Mpe/1aJieH! Ha YHULITY Bakhe
O]l cTpaHa Ha WHOBEpHATa BJACT, UMajKU MPEABU JeKa TOKMY MOINTUTE Ouje
CTOJIOOT OKOJTy KOj ce Tpajiel KyJaToT Ha cBeTH Bapiaawm.

[IIto ce ogHecyBa Ha nkOHOTPadhCKOTO N300pa3yBame Ha APXUETIUCKOTIOT
Bapmaam, mocTou enHa MOHOBa UKOHA HA CBETHOT apXUIACTHP, KOja ce 4yBa BO
manactupot Csera [lapackea Bo c. Benromru — Oxpujcko.
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Fig. 1. The icon of St. Varlaam of Ohrid from the monastery “St. Paraskeva” in Velgoshti



