VipeHa ABNPOBUK YAK: 316.356.2:272-662(450)
MpernegeH Tpya

B/IMIJIAHNETO HA KATOJIMYKATA LIPKBA BP3
CEMEJCTBOTO BO UTAJTNJA

KpaTka cogp>kuHa

MopanoT M cemejHuTe OfHOCM MMaaT LEHTpasHa ynora eo AUCKYpPCOT Ha
KaTonmukaTa upkea Bo VTanmja. CamaTa nieja 3a ceMejcTBOTO, GpPakoT 1 HEroBu-
0T CTaTyc, pa3BofgoT, aGopTYCOT M OoCTaHaTUTe POPMU HA acuCTUpaHa PenpoayK-
UMja, Kako v 0HOCMTe Mefy Ma>KUTe U XKeHUTe ce KNy4YHW npallarba TEecHO NoBP3aHi
CO MOpanHMTe BPeAHOCTY Ha KaTONMYKOTO cemMejcTBo. Penybnuka WTanuja ce nep-
LMNMpa Kako TPaauunoHanHO KaTOoNMuKa Ap>Kaa, HO BO MOCNeAHUTE HEKONKY Aele-
HWM, He OCTaHa MMyHa Ha HU3a OMWTECTBEHM MPOLECU Kako rnobanmsauujaTa, uHau-
BUAYaNN3MOT ¥ MaTepnjaiM3aMoT KoU [0BeAoa A0 Naj Ha 6pojoT Ha BEpHULM, Hamase-
Ha [lyXOBHOCT U, Kp13a BO CEMEjCTBOTO M NMPOMEHA Ha KOHLENTOT Ha 3aedHMLLTBO.

Oeoj TpyAja aHanusupa ynoraTa Ha KaTonMukaTa LpKBa BO WTannMjaHCKo-
TO ONWTECTBO €0 MAHATOTO U BO CerawHocTa, (POKycupajkm ce Ha aebaTuTe 3a
TUNOBMTE CEMEjCTBO, BpakoT, pa3BogoT M abopTycoT. [JONONHATENHO, TPYAOT ro
aHCTW3Mpa BAMjaHKeTO WTO ro Uma LipkBaTa Kako MHCTUTYLMja BP3 CEMEjCTBOTO BO
COBPEMEHOTO ONWTECTBO M NPOyYyBa Ha KAKOB HauuMH KaTonnukaTa upkea ro o6nu-
KyBano 1 ro aemH1pano nTammjaHcKoTO CEMEjCTBOTO CO TEKOT Ha BPeMETO.

Knyunu 360posn: CEMEJCTBO, KATOJIMUKA LIPKBA, UTANTNJIA

Boseg

Bo pamkuTe Ha KaTtonmMukata penuruja ronema ynora npu npeHecyBaweTo Ha
Pennrno3HnUTe BPEeAHOCTM ja UMa TOKMY ceMejcTBOTO. KpLuTeBaweTo, npBaTa npuyecT,
KOH(hMpmauujata, ceafgbute 1 Apyry No3HauajH1 Katonnyky obpeam n npasHULM ce Ha-
CTaHW Kou cemejcTBaTa rnm ofbenexysaaT pakOBOAEHW O PeNUrMO3HWUTE BepyBawa U
Tpaguumun.

Bo coBpeMeHWTe OMLUTETCTBA C& MOMANKy Ce HeryBaaT TPaguuuuTe, jakHe ce-
KyNnapu3MoT Ha CMeTKa Ha penurnosHute ybeaysawa (Tawesa, 2004), a 3ronemMeHnoT
WHAVBMAYann3aM foBefe L0 pefeduHMpare Ha CemMejHWTe CTPYKTYpW, offarawe Ha
6paKoT, KOHLENTUTE Ha 3aefHULITBO, MOPaNHWNTE BPEJHOCTM U 3rofemMeH 6poj passoau.

Cekynapu3moT, maTepujain3MoT, HamaseHaTa LYXOBHOCT W WHAWBUAYaN3-
MOT MMaaT 3HaYMTENHO BfMjaHWe BP3 BepHUUMTe U KaTonmukaTa LpKBa AeHec BO 3a-
nagHa Espona n Bo CA/l MMHYBa HMU3 MHOTY TEXOK nepuof. Kako nocneguua Ha ceto
TOa, BEpPHULMTE CE MOBEKe Ce AWCTaHUMpaaT Of BepaTta U oA npenopaknTe Ha LipkeaTa,
0C06eHO BO [OMEHOT Ha CeKCyanHuTe, CEMejHUTe U MOpasH1Te BpeaHOCTW. [ypu BO
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HEKOW TPaAMLIMOHANHO KaTONMYKU ApXKaBy BO 3anagHa EBpona penurujata He npeTcra-
ByBa MOBEKe e/ Of 3aefHMUYKaTa Ky/Typa Kako BO MUHATOTO, a TPaAMLMOHANHUTE pe-
NUTUCKW BepyBakba, MHAMBUAYANHATA PESIMTMO3HOCT U, TeHepasHo, 6pojoT Ha BEPHMLM
ce MocTojaHo Bo onarawe (Garelli, 2013).

Bo Wtanuja, Kako 1 Bo ocTaHaTUTE NypaMCTUYKKM OMNWTECTBa, ce 6apaat pe-
LeHMja Ha Npeau3BMLMTE LUTO Ce NMOBP3aHM CO BIMjaHMETO Ha WHAMBULYANW3MOT, Fo-
6anusaumjata, MHAYCTpUjanmnsaLmjata 1 maTepujanmsmoT Bp3 cemejcTBoTo. Cenak, Wta-
Nnja ce nNepuunupa Kako TpaguLMOHaNHO KaTofiMyka 3eMja, BO KOja MPOLEHTOT Ha fJe-
KNnapupaHu BEpHULM KaTo/MMLM AeHEeC U3HecyBa 71 npoueHT], a npucycTBoTo Ha Batu-
KaH Ha Hej3vHaTa TepuTopuWja npeTcTaByBa JONOMHUTENEH MOTTUK 3a UCTPaXyBawe Ha
KopenaymjaTa MOMery penurnjata n cemejHMTe BPeAHOCTM BO OBaa Ap)KaBa.

Bo 0BOj Tpyf Ke ro aHanusupame B/vjaHWETO LITO o uma LlpkBaTa Kako WH-
CTUTYLMja BP3 CEMEjCTBOTO BO COBPEMEHOTO UTANMjaHCKO OMLUTECTBO M Ke Npe3eHTupa-
Me Ha KakoB HauuH KaTonuukaTa LpKBa ro 061aMKyBano v ro feuHupano utanmjaH-
CKOTO CEMejCcTBOTO BO MMHATOTO U feHec. MocebHO BHMMaHMe Ke 6ue HacOYeHO KOH
LIEHTpUTE 3a MNagu, Kako KMyYHU MHCTUTYLMU 3a LUMPEHE Ha KaTOIMYKUTE BPELHOCTU
Kaj HajMnaguTe BepHULM.

Mokpaj aHanM3aTa Ha CTaTUCTUKKM M FOTOBU UCTPaXKyBaka, 3a LeinTe Ha Tpy-
[OT, BO TEKOT Ha npBsaTa nosoBuHa of 2017 rogvHa, LONOMHUTENHO GeLue HampaBeHo
OHNajH-UCTpaXyBake 3a BMjaHMeTo Ha KaTonmukaTa LpKBa Bp3 MnaguTe BO Koe Gea
ondarteHn 34 ncnutaHMumM Ha Bo3pacT of 30 Ao 40 roAaMHM Kou XmBeaT BO CEBepHa
WTanmnja, cute co moTekno of noronemu ypbaHu ueHTpu (MwunaHo, TopuHo, Magosa
UTH.). Ofny4mBme NCTPaXKyBakeTO Aa 6uae CMPOBEAEHO BO CEBEPHMOT Aen Ha UTanuja
6vaejkn ce nMpeTnocTaByBa [jeka BO LeHTpasHa 1 BO ceBepHa VTanuja BnmjaHueto Ha
penvrujaTta e momMano, 0Co6eHO BO AOMEHOT Ha CEMEjHUTe 0f4HOCK. BeyLlIHOCT, AMCKpe-
naHuara nomery ceBepHa 1 jyxHa VTanuja He ce ofHecyBa eANHCTBEHO HA EKOHOMCKM-
OT acneKT, TYKYy W Ha noBeKe cthepy Ha OMLITECTBEHMOT XXMBOT, BKIYyYyBajKu ja 1 Bep-
ckata AvMeH3uja. TpaAuuUMOHANHO, XUTeNNTe Ha jyroT U Ha octposuTe (Cuumnmja u
CapavHuja) ce feknapupaaT Kako NoBeKe NPMBP3aHM KOH KaTONMLM3MOT W HEroBute
MopanHu BpegHocTu v Tpaguuun (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1099).

BnujaHueTo Ha KaTtonnukarta upksa Bo VTanmja

YwWTe of CBOUTe MOYETOLM, & MOPaAW pas3nMuHWUTe ToNKyBarba Ha CTapuoT u
HoBWOT 3aBeT, XPUCTWjaHCTBOTO MMaso HenpujaTeH, HO U HegedMHUPaH OfHOC crnpema
YOBEKOBOTO TEJO, CeKcyasHocTa, 6pakoT M CemMejcTBOTO. bpakoT M cekcyasHUTe 0AHO-
cun 6une perynmpaHn cnopej nNpuHUMNMTE Ha penpogykunjata, MOHOramMujata u BepHoO-
CTa Ha MapTHepuTe, a TakBUTE feddMHMPaHW perynauumn Ha 6pakoT Cy)Xene 3a O4pXy-
Batb€ Ha cTabunHo onwTecTso (Browning & Green, 2006, 84-85).

1 0B0j NMOAATOK ro MOTBPAYBaaT MOBEKe MUCTpaxyBarba 0f 2016 roguHa, Mefy Kou OHve Ha VIH-
CTUTYTOT 3a UCTpaXyBawe Ha UTannjaHuute ,,Eypucnec (Eurispes) v MH(HOPMaTUBHUOT OpraH
Ha EBaHrenunctnukata, Metoguctuukata n BangexaHckarta upkea Bo Utanuja ,,Pudopma“ (Ri-
forma)
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Bo cpefHMOT Bek KaTonnukaTa LpKBa BO MTanmja umana CUIHO BAujaHWe BP3
jaBHMOT M MHTUMHWOT XXMBOT Ha CBOMTE BEPHULM, MPeA C& Toa Ce OfHEecyBa Ha Mopasl-
HWTe BPeSHOCTY, YPeLyBatbeTO Ha CEKCYaHUTE U CEMejHUTE OfHOCK, BPaKoT, pa3BofoT
n aboptycot (Black, 2004). Ce cmeTano 3a epeTMYKO WM TPELLHO OAHeCyBawe CeKoja
NpaKTUKa Koja v HagMWHyBana BOCMOCTaBEHUTE LPKOBHW paMKU BO KOW ,,6pakoT I
ofobpyea cekcyanHuTe ogHocu“ (Black, 2004, 85).

[0 npea Hekonky geueHun Bo MTanmja He 6ea 3aKOHCKU OA06peHM pa3BofoT,
abopTycoT, a AeuarTa POAEHM BO BOHOpayHa 3aegHuua 6ea ANCKPUMWHMPaHW Of fera-
neH acnekT. lMoa BAvjaHWe Ha PMmokaTonnykata LpKBa, 40 HeofaMHa WTanmjaHuute,
reHepanHo, NPeTrnoYmMTaa CeMeeH XXUBOT Y TPaguuMoHanHW (GopMu Ha CemejcTBa U Aa-
Baa rosiema BpeAHOCT Ha 6pakoT. TakBOTO B/MjaHWe NPUAOHENO 3a 3afl0LHETO LUMPEHE
Ha HOBWTe (hOPMM Ha CEMEJCTBO (PEKOHCTPYMpaHU CemejcTBa, BOHOpPaYHM U UCTOMOSO-
BW 3aefHuULM) BO ATannja, HO 1 BO OCTaHaTUTe MeAMTEPAHCKN 3eMju.

Cenak, MTannja He octaHa MMyHa Ha OMLUTECTBEHUTE MPOMEHU LUTO HacTaHaa
BO 3anajHaTa Xemucepa BO BTOpaTa MosioBUHa Ha 20 Bek, Mery KOW HajBaujaTesiHu
6ea XUNu-ABUKEHETO BO 60-TUTE FOAVHN W LUMPEHETO HA EMUHUCTUYKUTE Maen BO
70-TnTe roguHN. TOKMY TOa Ce roAvHM Kora HacTaHyBaaT Haj3HauyajHUTe MPOMeHM Mo-
BP3aHMW CO Pa3BOA0T, BOHOpaUuHNTE 3aegHnLM 1 abopTycoT Bo WTanmnja. Co pedhepeHaym
B0 1974 roguHa, 59 npoueHTV of MTanujaHuMTe rnacaa 3a 3aKOHOT 3a pas3Bof, Koj Ao
1987 rofuHa MOXeLle fia ce peanusmnpa no net rofuHu pasgenda Ha 6payHnUTe napTHe-
pu, a no 1987 roanHa npefycnoBoT Ce Hamanu Ha TpY roAMHU. 3HayaeH e 1 3aKOHOT 0f
1975 rogmHa co Koj UM Ce OBO3MOXKM Ha feuaTa pofeHn Bo BOHG6payHa 3aefHuua ga rv
[o6mjaT nCTUTe NMpaBa Kako M OHME LUTO Ce PoAeHu BO OpayHa 3aefHuULA, BKIy4yBajKu
ro v NpaBoTO Ha anMMeHTaLMja BO cnydaj Ha pasgenta. Cenak, feHec BOHOpayHuUTeE 3a-
e[HULMTE C& YLUTE He M YXXMBAAT MCTUTE MpaBa Kako 1 OHMe BO 6pak, 6uaejkn He ce
n3efjHayeHN 3aKOHCKMTe MpaBa Ha npatlarbaTa NoBp3aHN co pasfenbara Ha napTHepuTe
1 NpaBOTO Ha MeH3Mnja No cMpTTa Ha efHNOT NapTHep. KOHeYHo, KOH KpajoT Ha 70-Tute
rofvHu Ha 20 BeK cnefyBa 1 3aKOHOT 3a abopTyc 1 Bo 1981 rogmHa ce cnposeje pede-
peHAyM Ha Koj 67 NMPOLUEHTW 0f UTanujaHCKMTe rparaHmn ce usjacHuja noautueHo (Vignoli
& Salvini, 2014, 1085-86).

[leHec BNMjaHMeTO Ha KaTONMYKWTe BPeAHOCTU ce MaHudecTupaaT BO NOBeKe
cthepun Ha XMBOTOT Ha MTanmjaHumTe. Ha NOAMTUYKO HMBO € NOTPE6HO Aa ce HamoMeHe
[eKa [lecCHOOpMeHTMpaHaTa AeMoxXpucTujaHcka napTuja Jemokpaumja kpuctujaHa (De-
mocrazia Cristiana) 6eLle ronem nepuog Ha BnacT Bo MTanuja og NoCTBOEHUOT NepuoL
Ce [0 NOYETOKOT Ha 1990-TuTe roguHM 1 OAPXKYBaLLEe 6/IMCKM KOHTAKTU cO BaTukaH n
co Lipksarta. Mako KaTonuukaTa LpKBa MpeTcTaByBa HE3aBMCHO W CYBEPeHO Tesno, ce-
nak, gp>xasarta Tanuja n Katonmukara penmruja, Ho 1 Apyrute penurum umaat fonos-
HUTENIHW LOroBOPU U OApesou LWTO UM rn perynupaat ogHocuTe (Tawesa, 2004, 136-
137).

Bo nomopgepHata epa Karonmykarta LpKBa MMa rosemo B/vjaHUe BP3 CEKOj-
LOHEBHWOT XKUBOT Ha WTa/MjaHCKWTe rpafaHn u npeky meguymute. BaTukaH uma cBoe
HaumoHanHo paguo (Vatican Radio) koe ce npeBegysa Ha 41 jasuk. VcTo Taka, MMa [Ba
HauMoHanHu BecHMuM ,JlocepBaTope PomaHo“ u ,JlaBeHupe“ (L’Osservatore Romano
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n L’Awenire), cBoj caTeNMTCKU TeneBM3UCKM kaHan (Sat 2000), HefenHO cnucaHue
~Pamunja kpuctnjaHa“ (Famiglia Cristiana, WTO BO NpeBOA 3HA4M ,,XPUCTUjAHCKO ce-
MejCTBO"), KaKo M CBOj MeAMyMCKM NPOCTOP Ha HauWOHanHaTa paguo-Tenesusnja Pau
(Rai), HO 1 gpyrn nomanu nevateHu n HerevateHu meguymm (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014,
1084-85).

YwTe efeH HauMH Ha BAujaHue Ha KaTonuukarta upkBa 0CO6eHO BP3 mMnaguTe
ce 06jekTUTe HapeyeHun oratori giovanili , Kou feHec nNpeTcTaByBaaT efeH BUJ LeHTpU
3a Mfagn BO CK/OMN Ha LPKOBEH 06jeKT. Mako oBme 06jeKTy NMOCTOoeNe ywTe BO CPeAHOT
BEK Kako NpocTop 3a MO/AUTBA BO 6/M3MHA Ha LPKBUTE, Ce CMeTa fieka 6une 0CHOBaHu
BO 16 Bek 0f CTpaHa Ha cBeTu ®duaun Hepu, KaTONMYKM CBELUTEHWK KOj Ce 3anaran 3a
[06MVKYyBare Ha BepaTa M CMMPUTyasHOCTa NPeKy 3aefHMYKO unTake Ha bubnujaTta,
peKpeaTVBHMN, XyMaHN M 06pa3oBHU akTUBHOCTM. Habp30, HeroBOTO NponoBedate ce
3006vno co ronem 6poj cnegbeHnum n nanata peropwj X1l ja ogobpun KoHepepa-
uujata Ha OpaTopujaHuuTe Ha cBeTu ®uamn Hepw n um ja gogenun upkeata ,,CaHTa
Mapuja“ Bo Banuuena (Mercorillo, 2005).

[JeHec, LipkeaTa rv Kopucty oBve LIEHTPU 3a MNafn Kako WHCTPYMEHT 3a f06-
NXyBatbe Ha Bepata 40 MagvTe Npeky NPONoBefareTO Ha XPUCTUjaHCKWUTe BpeaHo-
ctn. Ho, nokpaj BepckaTa HameHa, OBME LieHTPM MMaaT U KCTakHaTta couujanHa ynora,
6uaejkv npeTcTaByBaaT NMPOCTOP 3a pekpeauuja, 3abasa M yTexa Ha HUBHUTE MOCETUTE-
nn. VIMeHo, LeHTpWTe 3a MNajy HanukyBaaT efjHW Ha [pyru, a HMBHAaTa BOOOMYaeHa
CTPYKTYpa npefBuiysa: pekpeaTuBeH fen, (yA6a/1CKO Wrpanuwite, caiv 3a Apyru
CMOPTOBK, Kadysnie, MECTO HAMEHETO 3a KaTUXM3UC WK YUere Ha BepPCKUTE [OKTPUHM
BO (hopMaT Ha npallara WM OAroBOpPW, MOA BOACTBO Ha POAUTEN WM CBELUTEHO /L.
MomMogepHUTE LIeHTPM MMaaT: cana 3a MpoeKLmMu, cana 3a Teatap, cana 3a My3uka U Kyj-
Ha, BO NOHOBO BPEMe M CBOja Be6-cTpaHuLa. [asaaT NOMOL NpW yuyerbe, Ce BpLIaT BO-
NOHTEPCKM W [O06POTBOPHM aKTMBHOCTU. CTPYKTYPUTE Ha LEHTPUTE M paKoBOAM CBeLU-
TEHO N11Le 1 BOMOHTEPK, Kako M o(uLmjanHn BEPCKM OpraHn3aLmnmn.3

Ycnyrute WTO UM MM HyfaT LeHTpUTe Ha MiaguTe, BCYLIHOCT, Ce NpUyMHa 3a
HUBHaTa rofieMa NoceTeHOCT, HO TWe, UCTO Taka, Ce UCTaKHyBaaT CO CBOjaTa UHKITY3MB-
HOCT, OHOCHO (haKTOT [leKa Ce OTBOPEHY 3a NOCETUTENIN Of PasfINYyHU KyNTypu v penu-
run. Bo TekOoT Ha N1IeTOTO LeHTpUTE 3a Miagyn MYHKLMOHMPaaT AONONHWUTENIHO KaKo NeT-
HWU KaMMoBW WKW NETHW LUKO/IN CO PEKPeaTUBHO-efyKaTUBHMW LN, BKNYYYBajKu urpu,
eKCKyp3un v 3aBplHa npupenba. Mokpaj pekpeaTVBHWTE aKTUBHOCTW, LEHTpUTE 3a
Mnagu ce MecTO Kafe LITO MAaauTe BEPHULM M3Y4yBaaT KaTUXWU3WUC MO WTo AobmBaat
npea npuyecT (MonuTBa 3a 6/1aro4apHoCT), a MoToa U KoHdupMauumja (0bpeg Ha noTep-
[yBarbe Ha BepaTa), O4HOCHO MOTBPAYBatbe Ha 3aBeTUTE AafeHV NPU KpLUTeBareTo.

Mo 2000 rognHa Bo MTanmja 6ea JOHECEHWN HEKOMIKY 3aKOHW KOW ce 3aniaraaT
3a nofobpyBsare Ha nosoxbara Ha LeHTpUTE 3a M1afy Ha HaLMOHA/IHO W Ha pernoHan-
HO HVBO, 3aKOHCKMN perynaTuBu KoW ce 3anaraat 3a HUBHA PEKOHCTPYKLMja 1 Npru3HaBa-

2360poT oratorio MOTeKHyBa 0f, TaTUHCKMOT 360p orare, lat. = ce Monw.

3 ABTOPOT MMa NOCETYBaHO PejoBHO LIEHTPKU 3a MNagn BO nepuogoT of 1985-1989 n 1993-1997
rogvHa Bo Munato, Utanmja.
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e Ha ,couujanHata u efykaTuBHata PyHKUMja Ha LeHTpuTe 3a Mnagun* (3akoH 6p. 328
og 11 aBryct 2000 n 3akoH 6p. 206 og 1aBryct 2003 roguHa).

KaTtonnukarta upkBsa u CeMejCTBOTO BO COBPEMEHOTO VITaJ'II/IjaHCKO onwTecTBoO

WTannja e gp>xaBa BO Koja CUIHWTE BPCKM Ha KaToAMYKaTa pesnruja oncraHy-
BaaT M NMOKpPaj MHTEH3MBHATA CeKynapm3almnja u 3rofieMeHnoT BEPCKU Naypanm3am Koj e
pe3ynTar Ha NnocTojaHn 6paHOBU Ha MUrpaumja Ha nyfe Co pasnuuHuU KynTypu, Tpaau-
LMK 1 penurum Bo apxxasata. Bo VTannja Bepckute ManumMHCTBa 6une NnpucyTHN BO He-
3HauMTeneH 6poj ylwTe BO MWHATOTO, HO BO MOCNEHWTE feLeHUW, Kako pe3ynTar Ha
nocTojaHMTe 6paHoBM Ha Murpauuja og CesepHa Adpuka (Mapoko, Ermnet, TyHUC) n
o VctouHa EBpona (PomaHnja, AnbaHmnja, YKpanHa), 3rofneMeH e npoLeHTOT Ha Bep-
HUUWTE 0f MYC/MMaHCKa 1 0 npaBocnaBHa Bepouncnoses. BpojoT Ha OBMe BEPHULW O
HaMann 1 NPOLEHTYanHO 6PojoT Ha NPUBP3aHMLNUTE Ha KaTo/MMUKaTa Bepa Koj cekoraiu
ce aBwxelue Hag 80 %. EAHO KoMnapaTVBHO MCTpaXKyBake 3a CTaBOBMTE Ha MTanmnjaH-
unTe 3a penurmjata og 90-TuTe roamHu Ha 20 BeK U NpBaTa Aekaga Ha 21 BeK Nokaxysa
aeka 87 npoueHTn (1994 roamHa), a notoa 86 npoueHTH (2007 roanHa) MtannjaHum ce
feknapupane katonuum (Garelli, 2013, 5). Bo 2016 rofjmHa Toj NpoLeHT Gellle HamasneH
Ha 71 npoueHT. Bo HaweTo uctpaxysawe (2017), UCTO Taka, 71 NPOLEHTW o4 ucnuTa-
HULMTE Ce U3jacHMja Kako KaTonuuu.

Mako cemejcTBOTO MpeTcTaByBa MefuMyM 3a MPEHOC Ha PeNMrmo3HnTe BpPeaHo-
CTW 1 BO MMHATOTO CEMEJCTBOTO M pefiurnjata MmMaa CUAHO MefyceGHO BMjaHWe, AeHEC
BepaTa He MpeTcTaByBa KayyeH (hakTop 3a 06/MKyBake Ha CEMEJCTBOTO M Hej3UHOTO
BMjaHWe MoCTeneHo ce rybu. [euarta cé nMoYecTo ce BOCMMTYBAAT BO CeKynapeH Ayx,
Lypy 1 BO KaTONWYKUTE CEMEjCTBA Ce HamaneHu PenurnosHuTe obpean, MOIUTBUTE U
0[leHEeTO BO LIPKBa. BO HalLeTO MCTpaXKyBare Ha MpaLlakbeTo KOU HajMHOry Bivjaen Ha
HMBHaTa pPenurnosHa onpenenoda, cenak, HajMHOTY UCMMTAHULM FO MOCOYMUIE CEMEJCTBO
M TOQ HAajuecTo efieH WK fBajua PoAvTenu, HO He W APYrY YNEHOBU Ha CEMEjCTBOTO
(6paka, cecTpu, 6paTyyean), foAeKa KakO HajManky BAMjaTeNHW TM cMeTaaT npefasa-
Karta Mo MpegmMeToT penvrvja Ha yuunuiTe, KaTUXM3nCOT, CBELUTEHWK WU npujaTen,
LUTO 3HAYM [eKa CeMejCcTBOTO Ce yLUTe MpeTcTaByBa HajBaXeH (hakTop Ha BMjaHWe npu
BEPCKOTO onpefenyBawe Ha efeH YyoBek. Of Apyra cTpaHa, Mak, Mako Ha NPeTX0AHOTO
npallake YacoBMTe MO pennrnja Ha yuunuwTe 6ea NOCOYEHN Kako MOManKy BavjaTes-
HW Ha penuruckara onpegen6a, cenak, M1C/IEHETO 3a HEFrOBOTO M3y4yBatbe Gellie noge-
NEHO, NMOJIOBUHA Of UCMUTaHMUMTe (47 NPOLEHTM) ro CMeTaaT Kako NMoTpebeH v Kopu-
CeH, JofeKa ocTaHaTuTe (41 MPOLEHT) Kako HEKOpWCEH MpeaMeT. HTepecHo e ga ce
HanoMeHe Jeka 1ako npeaMeToT penuruja Bo MTanuja He e 3af0/MDKUTENEH, CUTE UCMU-
TaHMLW o NoceTyBase, a BUCOKaTa MOCETEHOCT Ha OBOj MpeAMeT e MoLaTOK LUTO ro Mno-
TBpAyBaaT v Apyrv oncepsauun of 90-TuTe rOAMHN Ha MUHATWUOT BeK (BO MepuogoT 0f
1993 po 1997, BO ofgeneHve of 20-vHa yYeHULM BO OCHOBHO yyunuwite B0 MunaHo
camo Tpojua He moceTyBa/se HacTaBa Mo pennrunja), Ho AeHec Taa 6pojka cé noBeke ce
HamasnyBa. 3a pa3/inka Of YacoBUTe MO penurunja, peumcu 60 NPOLEHTN 04 NCNUTaHULK-
Te To CMeTaaT KaTUXU3UCOT UK Yy4YeHeTo Ha XpVICTI/IjaHCKaTa Bepa KakKo KOPWCEH.
CnnyHu nogatoum fo6MBME U 3a LEHTpUTe 3a Mnaau, 3a ko WTtanujaHunte, reHepan-
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HO, MMaaT MO3MTMBHO MuUcnewe. Cropes HaLeTo UCTpaxyBarbe, peuncu 65 npoLeHTH
0 UCMUTaHULUTE NOCeTyBasle LLEHTPM 3a Magn BO HEKOj Nepuof 04 HUBHOTO LETCTBO
¥ MHO3MHCTBOTO MCMMTaHWLM o NMoco4yBaaT Kako MecTo 3a cpeaba co npujatenuTe U
MUMaaT NpujaTHU CeKaBakba Of MWUTOBUTE LUTO MM MUHa/e BO HMB. VICTO Taka, MoBeKe 0f,
NONOBMHA UCMIMTAHWLM He T Nepuunmpaat LeHTpUTe 3a MAagy Kako Mecta CO WUCKAy-
YMBO PENNTMNO3EH KapaKTep.

[eHec, HajroneMmTe MPOMEHW Ha BepHUUMTe BO MTanmja ce ofHecyBaaT Ha
NOCeTyBakbEeTO Ha LIPKBUTE, MUCUTE M BPEMETO O/]BOEHO 3a MONUTBA. Bo HalleTo nctpa-
XyBare, UCMUTaHMLMTe HajuecTo (47 MpOLEHTM) NoceTyBaaT LPKBa 3a BPEME Ha Hajro-
neMuTe KaToNMUKM npasHuum (Boxuk, BenurgeH u apyrun), 23 npoueHTV noceTysaat
LIPKBM CaMo 3a TYPUCTUYKM Lenu, 12 MpOLEeHTW HUKOraw He MoceTyBaaT LPKBW W BO
MHOry noman 6poj 6 MpoUeHTV 0AaT BO LPKBa CeKoja Hefiena, efHall MeCceuyHo unu,
nak, efjHall rofAnLLHO.

HamaneHata penurnosHocT, KpusaTa Ha CemejcTBOTO, OcnabeHWTe LPKOBHU
NPaKTUKWU, PeNUrMCKOTO 06pa3oBaHme W, BOOMLWITO, AYXOBHOCTA Ha NyreTo, AOMNOHM-
TEeNHO B/AWjaaT Ha BPCKUTE MOMefy penvrujata v cemejHuTe ogHocu Bo UTanmja. Mpo-
MEHWTe Ha TUe BPCKM 3aMoYHyBaaT BO cpeAmHata Ha 70-TUTe FOAMHW 0f MUHATUOT BEK,
KaKo pe3ynTaT Ha HW3a OMWTECTBEHU NPOMEHU U ABMXEHA, HO U MOPajM BOBeAYBake-
TO Ha ropecrnoMeHaTUTe 3aKOHCKW Perynatueu NoBp3aHM cO abopTycoT, BOHOGpayHMTe
3aefjHALM U pa3BoOfOT, KaKo M 3rofieMeHnNoT 6poj CTPaHCKW [pyKaBjaHW CO pasnunyHu
KyNTypU v pennurum Bo apxasata.

[JeHec, BAnjaHneto Ha Katonmukata upkBa BO MTanmja ocTaHyBa CW/IHO, HO
CTaTUCTUKUTE MOKaXyBaaT AieKa BO NOCMEAHUTE TOAMHW HacTaHane roneMu rpomeHu
LUTO BfMjaaT Ha GPakoOT M BOHOpauyHMTE 3aegHMUN. VIMEHO, feHec MiaguTe Ce€ moBeKe
ro ofnoXysaaT 6pakoT M MOMECTeHa e rpaHuLaTa Ha cpefHarta BO3pacT 3a CTanyBawe
BO 6Gpak: BO mepnofoT og 2000 go 2008 roguHa XXeHUTe cTanyBane BO 6pak Ha Bo3pacT
of 28 o 30 roavHu, a maxunte of 31 o 33 rogunmn (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1086).
WcTo Taka, HamaneH e 6pojoT Ha BepcKW 6pakoBW, a 3rofieMeH € 3HauyuTenHo 6pojoT Ha
BOH6payHM 3aejHNLM, a KaKo nocnesmua Ha Toa u 6pojoT Ha BOHOpayuHK feua. Bo 1970
rofvHa camo 2 nNpoLeHTa of BKYNHWOT 6poj Aeua 6une pogeHn Bo BOH6payHa 3aeaHMLa
M TOj MPOLEHT MOCTOjaHO Ce 3rojsieMyBa CeKoja M3MMHaTa deueHuja n 8o 2010 rognHa
[JOCTUTHYBA 24 NPOLEHTK, MpU LWITO HajrofiemM nopacT ce 3abeniexysa BO BTOpaTta AeKa-
fa Ha 21 Bek (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1087). MpeTcTtaBHMUM Ha KaTonmukaTa LpKBa
CMeTaaT fleKa Kako pesyntaT Ha UHAVMBUAYaNM3MOT Ce MpeTnoynTaaT BOH6payHuTe Ha-
CNpoTH 6payHnTe 3aefHNLM, a CEMejCTBOTO 0f ,,0CHOBHA K/IETKa Ha OMNLWTeCcTBOTO" npe-
MWHana BO ,,0CHOBHa KNeTKa Ha MHAMBMAYyaTa®. lypn v BO paMKuTe Ha 6pakoT e Harna-
CeH WHAMBUAYaNU3MOT Ha CMeTKa Ha 3aefHMLITBOTO WM NapTHEPCTBOTO, MPBO /uLe
MHOXWHa ,,H1e" C& MOoYeCcTo ce 3aMeHyBa CO NPBO AuLe egHKMHa jac* (Paglia, 2013).

Bo Bpcka o 6pakoT CK/yYeH BO LPKBA, MCMIMTAHULMTE Of HALLETO UCTPaXyBa-
tbe Ce MoJeneHn, NonoBuHa 61 cakane fa cknyyaT 6pak BO LIPKBa, a Apyrata nonoBuHa
He 61 NpudaTune pennruoseH 6pak. AKo 3eMeMe npefsus Aeka 71 NpoueHT of ucnuTa-
HULMTE Ce fileKnapupane Kako NpuBp3aHULM Ha KaTonuukarta pennruja, Toa 3Haum Jeka
MMa efieH Aen KaToNMuKy BEPHULM KOW He 61 CKyunne pennruoseH 6pak, a Toa noTsp-
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[yBa [eKa B/MjaHMeTO Ha penurnjata ce Hamanysa. [OKOHKPETHO, CaMO efHa TpeTuHa
Off MCMUTAHMLIMTE LIE/IOCHO Ce cornacyBaaT Aeka KaTonuykara penuruja Bnvjae sHauu-
TeNHO Ha 6pakoT Bo WTanuja, fodeka 65 NPoOLEHTM JenyMHO Ce COrnacyBaar co OBaa
n3jasa.

[Lpyro KBanuMTaTMBHO MCTPaXKyBarbe 3a pennrujata n Hej3MHOTO BMjaHWe BP3
6pakoT 3ak/yyyBa feka MOCTOM MPOMOpLMOHanHa NOBP3aHOCT MoMmery penurujata u
6pakoT, 0O4HOCHO AeKa MOPenurno3HmTe nyfe ro n3bmpaar 6pakoT HacCNPOTK BOHGpay-
HaTa 3aefHMLA 1 CMeTaaT fieka TOKMY KaTonuMykaTa penuruja v HejsSMHoTO BAWjaHue ce
npuyrHa nopagmn Koja BOH6payHUTe 3aefHMLN ce nomanky 6pojHu Bo Tanuja 0TKONKY
BO Apyru 3emju Bo EBpona. Bo Taa Hacoka, MpMBP3aHMLMTE Ha KaTOAMLM3MOT BepyBaat
Jeka 6pakoT npeTcTaByBa TeMe/ Ha OMLITECTBOTO, a 6payHaTa LepeMoHuja BO LipKBa 3a
HMB MMa CMMGBOMIMYKO 3HAuYeHe M BPeAHOCT, fOAeKa Hepenurno3HUTe UCnMTaHuuy
n3efHayyBaaT 6pakoT M BOHOpauyHWTe 3aefHULM WMAW, MaK, LEenocHO ro oTgpnaar 6pa-
kot (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014).

WcTo Taka, Tpeba fa ce HanoMeHe feka 3a pasnvka Oof NpaBoCNaBueTo, YC/0B
3a CK/y4yyBarbe 6pak BO LpKBa Kaj KaTonMuuUTe, NOKpaj KpLUTeBakeTo, MOTPE6HO e fa ce
Jo6ue 1 cBeTa MpUYeCT U KOH(MpMaluumja, OAHOCHO MOTBPAA Ha 3aBeTUTe AafleHu npu
KpLITeBakeTo. TpeHaosnTe of 1990-TuTe rofMHM MOKaXKyBaaT feKa NoCTON HamasieHo
YYEeCTBO BO CUTE jaBHW PEIMTUCKN NPaKTUKK (KPLUTEBKa, MpBa NpPUYeCT, KOHpUpMaLm-
ja, upKoBeH 6pak). Bo HalleTo UcTpaxyBake MOA0BUHA 0 UCMIUTAHWLNUTE U3jaBune ae-
Ka rm umane fOOMEHO TPUTE HajBaXXHM 0Opean BO KaTonmuykata penuruja (KpLueBawe,
CBeTa NPUYECT M KOH(MpMaLumja), a cute of H1B Gune KPcTeHW BO Lpkea. LLITo ce ogHe-
CyBa Ha KpLUTEBawETO HA HUBHUTE felia, 47 NPOLEHTN CMeTaaT feka Toa e 04nyKa Koja
Tpeba 3aefHNYKM Aa ja foHecaT co CBOjoT napTHep, 30 NPOLEHTM CO CUTYPHOCT 61U rn
KpCTWe CBOMTE feLa, a 24 NpoLeHTU CMeTaaT Aeka HUBHWUTe Jeua Tpeba camu faja us-
6epat penurunjata kora Ke 6uaaT nofHONETHN.

Mokpaj 6pakoT, MCMMTaHULMTE Of HaLIeTO UCTPaxyBarbe CMeTaaT AeKa KaTo-
NNyKaTa pennruja Bavjae v Ha Lpyru OAJIyKW MOBp3aH CO CEMEJHMOT XMBOT. Peuncu
60 MpoUeHTM ce cornacyBaaT AeKa KaTonuMykata pefiuruja BAunjae 3HaunTesHo Ha uTa-
/INjaHCKOTO CemejcTBO. Haj nonoBmnHa UCNUTaHULM AENYMHO Ce CcorfacyBaat CO M3jaBa-
Ta [leKa KaTonmMykata JOKTPUHA ja NpeTCcTaByBa OCHOBAaTa Ha CEMEjHUTE BPEeAHOCTH, Lie-
NIOCHO ce corfacysaaT 12 npoueHTU, a He ce cornacysaat 24 npoueHtu. Hag 40 npo-
LIleHTW He Ce corfacysaar [ieKa KaTo/imykaTa pennrunja Bfmjae Ha HajBaXHUTe OAyKN BO
HVBHMWOT XXMBOT, HO 24 NPOLEHTW [LeNyMHO Ce cornacysaar, a 12 npoueHTW LenocHo ce
cornacyBaar.

KoHeuyHo, NnpomeHeTH ce ApacTUYHO M NepuenuunTe Ha UTannjaHCK1Te BEpHU-
UM 3a abopTycoT, pa3BOAOT, XOMOCEKCYya/lHOCTa, eBTaHasujaTa W Apyru npallawa 3a
KOW KaToNnm4ykaTta JOKTpMHA MMa LUBPCTM M HENPOMEHAMBKU cTaBosu. meHo, Bo 2007
rogvHa 71 npoueHT oa TanmjaHumMTe cmeTasne AeKa pa3BofoT € NpudaTanBo OfHecy-
Batbe HacnpoTu 63 npoueHTn Bo 1994 rogmHa. AGOpPTYCOT ro npudakane Hag NonoBK-
Ha WTannjaHum Bo 2007 roavHa, aja noaapysasne eBTaHasujaTa 37 mpoueHTn. Hajro-
NeMM MPOMEHM MMa BO 3afarawara 3a npasara Ha UCTOMONOBUTE 3aeAHULM, OLHOCHO
[BOjHO NoBeKe e 6p0joT Ha TanujaHUM KoW ce M3jacHMMIEe 3a OBa Npallake BO MEpUof,
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o4 23 roguHn: Bo 1994 rogmHa 16 NpoueHTM M NoAAPXKYBasie NCTONONOBUTE 3aefHULM
HacnpoTu 30 npoueHTn Bo 2007 roguHa (Garelli, 2013, 6).

3aknyyok

CeMmejcTBOTO M penurnjata NpeTcraByBane OTCEKOrall BaXXHW KOMMOHEHTU Ha
UTa/IMjaHCKOTO OMLUTECTBO WM CU/IHOTO NMPUCYCTBO U BAMjaHWe Ha KatonuukaTta upksa
ro 06/MKyBan XXMBOTOT Ha UTannjaHumuTe. [eHec Toa BAMjaHMe € 3HAYUTENIHO Hamae-
HO ¥ NojaToLuTe MOKaXyBaaT feKa, Mako NofouHa, n tanuja rv cnegm TpeHA0BUTE Ha
ocTaHaTWTe 3anafHOEBPONCKM 3eMju BO KOM yfeTo C& noBeKe ce AUCTaHUMpaar of Tpa-
anumnTe n penuruckuTe ybeaysarwa, 0C06eHO Maagata nonynauuja.

Hajronemn npo6nemu co Kou ce coovyBa MTanmja npeTcTaByBaaT HamaseHaTa
cTanka Ha HaTanuMTeT M HamaneHaTta BpeAHOCT Ha 6pakoT. MoronemMu 1 nomanu mctpa-
XyBawa NpeseHTUpaHn BO TPYAOT v NOTBPAYBaaT O(ULMjanHUTE NOLATOLM Cropes,
KOW 3HAUUTENIHO € 3rosieMeH 6p0ojoT Ha BOHOpauHM 3aeaHuum of 227.000 Bo 1993 go
972.000 Bo 2011 rogmHa (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1080), HamaneH e 6p0joT Ha BEPCKM
6pakoBw, cé moman 6poj BepHMLM NoceTyBaaT LpKBa, MI1Ca 1 APYTX PeNUrnckn obpeau.
3a pa3nuka of 1990-TuTe roguHu, HamaneH e U NPOLEHTOT Ha Magu Kou OoAnydysaat
[la He MOCeTyBaaT 4yac Mo pefuruja BO OCHOBHO M BO CPELHO YUYunuLiTe, 0CO6EHO BO
LieHTPa/IHATE 1 BO CEBEPHUTE PErnoHN Ha UTanmja n cé nomMasiky cemejcTBa ce oaayuy-
BaaT Aa M Hacoyar CBOWTe Aela KOH LiefloCHO 06pa3oBaHMe BO KaTOMYKO y4uauwiTe.
Moxxebn Haj3arpvxyBadku nogatouu 3a Katonmukara LpKBa Ce OHME LUTO Ce MOBP3aHu
CO HamasneHaTa PeNMrmo3HOCT M MHAM(EPEHTHOCTA KOH pennrnjata Ha MnaguTe JeHec,
KOW MaKO MOTEKHYBaaT Of PeNMrMo3HN CeMejcTBa, Cenak, NoKaxyBaaT Moman WHTepec
32 aKTVBEH PeNnNrno3eH XMBOT.

Mopagn ropeHaBeAeHWTe MPOMEHW M nogaToun Bo WTanmja HO v BO norone-
MMOT 6poj 3eMju oA 3anagHaTa xemucgepa BO MOCNEAHUTE HEKONKY FOAMHK, PUMOKa-
TO/MYKaTa LpKBa 1 nanata ®paHumMcKo ce 06uayBaat fa 6ugat BO YEKOP CO BPEMETO M
NPOMEHWTE LUTO MM HOCK TOQ, OTBOPAjKM AWjasor Ha TEMM KOM BO MWUHATOTO Ce CMeTaa
3a Taby 1 3a Kou LipkBaTa MMmalle LBPCTV W HENPOMEH/IMBU CTaBOBW (efieH Of HUB € Te-
MaTa 3a KOHTpauenuuja 3a cnpedyBare LMpewe Ha 60n1ecTn). TakBMOT OTBOPEH Awnja-
NOr co BepHULMTe e nokasaTen feka LipkBaTa ce 06uayBa fa rv 3afp>XXu CBOUTE BEPHM-
LM 1 NpoHaofa HOBM (HOPMI Ha KOMYHMKaLMja 3a ja UM ce JOOGNUXKM W Aa He T1 nU3ryoum,
MCTOBPEMEHO 06MAYBajKM Ce aa rv BpaTu BepbaTa BO pennrujata u JyXoBHOCTa.

KoHeuHo, Bo WTanuja, 3a pasnvka of gpyruTe 3anafHOEBPONCKMN 3eMju, BAuja-
HWETO Ha penurujaTa u LipkBaTa ocTaHyBa CW/IHO U MOKPaj Toa LUTO MHOFY CTaBOBW Ha
LlpkBaTa ocTaHyBaaT HenpoMeHeTU (abopTyc, eBTaHa3Mja, XOMOCEKCYa/lHW 3aefHMLIM
WTH.), Tonem fien oa WtanujaHuute ce naeHTUMKYBaaT CO KaTONMYKUTE BPEAHOCTM U
rM HeryeaaT TpaguuumTe MOBP3aHW CO HajBaXXHWTE MOMEHTW 0f CBOjOT XKMBOT, Kako
LUTO ce paraweTo, 6pakoT n cmpTtTa (Garelli, 2013), a cemejcTBOTO M AeHECKA MpeTCcTa-
BYBa BaXKHO MeCTO 3a cebepeanusaumja U KyNnTypHO MpPEHecyBake Ha Tpaguumjata of
e/iHa Ha gpyra reHepauuja.
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON THE FAMILY IN
ITALY

Abstract

The moral discipline offamily and its relations have a central role in the dis-
course ofthe Catholic Church in Italy. The very idea ofthefamily, marriage and its sta-
tus, divorce, abortion andforms offamily planning, as well as relations between men
and women are critical for the morality of the Catholic family. Italy is perceived as a
traditionally Catholic country, however, in the pastfew decades, it was not immune to
the impact of social processes, such as globalization, individualism and materialism,
which led to a decline in the number offollowers, reduced spirituality, family crisis and
change ofthe concept ofunity.

This paper analyses the role ofthe Catholic Church in the Italian society in the
past and the present, focusing on major debates onforms offamilies, marriage, divorce
and abortion. It gives an overview ofthe influence ofthe Church as an institution on the
family in the contemporary society and examines ways the Catholic Church has shaped
and defined the Italianfamily over the time.

Key words: FAMILY, CATHOLIC CHURCH, ITALY

Introduction

In the spirit of Catholicism, family has always been a major protagonist in the
transmission of religious values. Holy baptism, communion, confirmation, matrimony
and other important Catholic rites and festivities are events that families mark in com-
pliance with religious beliefs and traditions.

In modem societies, traditions are less cultivated and we are witnessing grow-
ing secularism at the expense of religious beliefs (Tawesa, 2004) and increased indivi-
dualism, which has led to a redefinition of family structures, delayed marriages, incre-
ased number of divorces and new concepts of partnership and moral values.

Secularism, materialism, diminished spiritualism and individualism is having a
significant impact on the number of religious followers. Today the Catholic Church in
Western Europe and the United States of America is going through a Very difficult peri-
od. As a consequence, catholic followers are increasingly distancing themselves from
faith and the recommendations of the Church, especially in the areas related to sex, fam-
ily and moral values. Furthermore, in certain traditionally Catholic Western European
countries religion does not symbolize common culture anymore, as in the past, and the-
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refore, traditional religious beliefs, individual religiosity and generally the number of
believers are steadily declining (Garelli, 2013).

As in other pluralistic societies, Italy is seeking solutions to the challenges as-
sociated with the impact of individualism, materialism, globalization, industrialization
and other phenomena on the family. Nonetheless, Italy remains a traditional Catholic
country with a significant number of the population who consider themselves Catholics
-71 percentl Moreover the presence of Vatican on its territory offers additional incenti-
ve for researching the correlation between the religion and family values.

The following paper will analyse the impact of the Catholic Church on contem-
porary Italian families and describe how the Church shaped and defined the Italian fam-
ily in the past and today. Special attention will be directed to religious oratories that
play a central role in preaching Catholic values among the younger believers.

Furthermore, this paper will offer analysis of statistical data and existing re-
searches. In the first half of 2017, we have carried out an online survey focused on the
influence of the Catholic Church and youth, which included 34 respondents, aged 30 to
40 years, living in Northern Italy and originally from major urban centres (Milan, Turin,
Padua etc.). Our decision to focus on Northern Italy is justified, given the perception
that the influence of religion, especially in relation with families, is declining in Central
and Northern lItaly. In fact, the discrepancy between Northern and Southern Italy does
not apply solely to the economic aspect, but also to several areas of social life, including
the religious dimension. Traditionally Italians living in the South and the islands (Sicily
and Sardinia) declare themselves as more attached to Catholicism and its moral values
and traditions (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1099).

The influence of the Catholic Church in Italy

Since its early development, mainly due different interpretations of the Old and
New Testament, Christianity had an uneasy and undefined relationship with the human
body, sexuality, marriage and family. Marriage and sexual relations were directed by
the principles of reproduction, monogamy and fidelity and such defined regulations of
marriage served to maintain a stable society (Browning & Green, 2006, 84-85).

In the Middle Ages the Catholic Church in Italy had a strong impact on the
public and private life of its followers, predominantly on their moral values, the regula-
tion of sexual and family relations, marriage, divorce and abortion (Black, 2004). Any
practice that exceeded the established religious practices where “marriagejustifies sex”
was considered a heretical or sinful conduct (Black, 2004, 85).

Until the 1970s divorce and abortion were illegal in Italy, and children bom in
extra-marital communities were legally discriminated. Under the influence of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, until recently, Italians generally preferred family life and traditio-
nal forms of families and believed in the values of marriage. Such influence contributed

1This data is confirmed by more researches from 2016, including those of the Research Institute
of Italians (Eurispes) and the informative organ of the Evangelical, Methodist and Waldensian
Churches in Italy (Riforma).
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to the delayed diffusion of new forms of families (reconstructed families, cohabitation
and same-sex unions) in Italy and other Mediterranean countries.

However, Italy was not immune to the social changes that occurred in the Wes-
tern hemisphere in the second half of the 20th century, including the hippie movement
ofthe 1960s and the birth of feminist movements in the 1970s. In fact, this is the period
when the most significant legal changes related to divorce, cohabitation and abortion
occurred in Italy. In a 1974 referendum, 59 percent of Italians voted in favour of a Law
on divorce. Up until 1987 divorce was only permitted following five years of separation
of the spouses which was established to three years after 1987. The Law of 1975 was
another important milestone which allowed children bom in extra-marital relationships
to obtain the same rights as those bom within marriage; this included the right to alimo-
ny in the event of separation. Despite this, today extramarital relationships still do not
enjoy the same rights as married ones, for instance in regard to rights after the separate-
on of partners and pension rights after the death of one partner. The abortion Law was
finally introduced in 1981 following a referendum in which 67 percent of Italian citi-
zens voted in favour (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1085-86).

Today the influence of Catholic values is manifested in various spheres of life
among ltalians. It is necessary to highlight the political side of this aspect with the right-
wing party Democrazia Cristiana that was in power from the post-war period until the
early 1990s and maintained close relations with Vatican and the Church. Although the
Catholic Church is an independent and sovereign body, nonetheless, the Italian Govern-
ment and the Church have additional agreements and provisions which establish their
relations (Tawesa, 2004, 136-137).

These days the Catholic Church maintains its influence through media. Vatican
has its National Radio (Vatican Radio) which is broadcasting in 41 languages. They
also own two national newspapers (L'Osservatore Romano and fAwenire), a satellite
television channel (Sat 2000), a weekly magazine-Famiglia Cristiana (which means
Christian family), other minor print and non-print media outlets, and enjoy airtime on
national television Rai (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1084-85).

In addition, the Catholic Church has a particular influence on youth through
the oratories2 (oratori giovamli) - something similar to youth centres that are located in
the church. Although various forms of oratories existed since Middle Ages as designa-
ted praying spaces in the proximity of a church, they have been officially established in
the 16th century by Saint Philip Neri, a Catholic priest who advocated for bringing faith
and spirituality closer to the followers through ajoint reading of the Bible, recreational,
educational and charity activities. Soon his preaching gained numerous followers and
Pope Gregory XIII approved the Confederation of Oratorians of St. Philip Neri and they
were given the church of Santa Maria in Vallicella (Mercorillo, 2005).

Today, the Church uses oratories as a mean to introduce youth to the Christian
values. But despite the religious purpose of the oratories, they have a prominent social
role, by representing a space for recreation, entertainment and comfort to their visitors.

2The word oratorio derives from the Latin orare, lat. = to pray.
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Specifically, oratories resemble each other and their common structure and they might
provide: a recreation section, a football field, halls for other sports, a café, and a place
intended for Catechism i.e. the teaching of religious doctrines in the form of questions
and answers, under the guidance of a parent or a priest. More modem oratories might
also offer: a screening room, a theatre room, a music room, a kitchen and recently a
website. Moreover, they teach volunteering and charity. Finally, these oratories are op-
erated by priests and volunteers, as well as official religious organizations.3

The variety of services offered by oratories is actually the cause of great atten-
dance; but they also stand out for their inclusion and the fact that are open to visitors
from different cultures and religions. Furthermore, in the summer, oratories operate as
summer camps or summer schools with recreational and educational purposes, includ-
ing games, excursions and performances. Besides recreational activities, oratories are a
place where young followers are taught Catechism which allows them to receive their
first communion and confirmation.

In 2000, Italy introduced several laws that seek to improve the position of ora-
tories at the national and regional level, favouring their reconstruction and recognition
of the “social and educational function of oratories” (Law No. 328 of 11.08.2000 and
the Law no. 206 of 1.08.2003).

The Catholic Church and the family in contemporary Italian society

Strong ties with the Catholic religion have survived in Italy despite intensified
secularization and the growing religious pluralism, which is a result of increased immi-
gration of people with different cultures, traditions and religious beliefs in the country.
In the past, religious minorities have been present in Italy in minor proportions, but in
the recent years the number of Muslim and Orthodox followers has increased as a result
of constant migration flows from North Africa (Morocco, Egypt, Tunisia) and Eastern
Europe (Romania, Albania, Ukraine). Their presence has influenced and reduced the
proportion of Catholic followers in Italy which has always been very high (above 80
percent). A comparative survey on Italian Catholicism from the 1990s and early 2000s
shows that 89 percent (1994) and 86 percent (2007) of Italians have catholic beliefs
(Garelli, 2013, 5). In 2016 that figure was reduced to 71 percent. In our research (2017),
as well, nearly 71 percent of respondents declared themselves as Catholics.

Family represents an instrument for the transmission of religious values; the
mutual influence between family and religion was stronger and durable in the past
though. Nowadays faith is not a key factor in shaping the family and its influence is gra-
dually diminishing. Parents tend to educate their children in secular spirit; even declared
Catholic families attend church, masses and other religious ceremonies less frequently.
Nevertheless, when asked about the most significant factors influencing their religious
beliefs, our respondents indicated the family: one or both parents; whilst other family
members (brothers, sisters, cousins etc.), religious education, Catechism, a priest or

3 The author has attended regularly oratories in the period from 1985 to 1989 and from 1993 to
1997, in Milan, Italy.
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friends were named as less influential. Surprisingly, although religion education did not
emerge as a top influence in the previous question, half of our respondents (47 percent)
consider it useful, whilst the other half (41 percent) indicated it as an impractical sub-
ject. It is interesting to note that although Religion is not a mandatory subject in Italy,
all respondents have chosen to attend it; high attendance of Religion in school is con-
firmed by other observations from the 1990s (all but three students attended Religion in
a class of 20 in a primary school in Milan from 1993 to 1997), but today the figure has
decreased significantly. Unlike Religion classes, nearly 60 percent of the respondents
believe Catechism i.e. studying the doctrine of the Christian faith was useful. Similar
trend emerged in regard to the oratories, for which Italians have generally positive atti-
tude. According to our research, nearly 65 percent of the respondents have attended ora-
tories in their childhood and the majorities of them identified oratories as friendly meet-
ing places and have pleasant memories. Correspondingly, more than half of the respon-
dents do not perceive oratories as places with exclusively religious character.

Today, the biggest change in believers’ attitudes towards Catholicism in Italy
is related to the declining attendance of masses, other church services and decreasing ti-
me dedicated for prayer. According to our survey, the majority of respondents (47 per-
cent) attend church during major Catholic holidays (Christmas, Easter, etc.), 24 percent
visit church only for touristic purposes, 12 percent never goes to church and only 6 per-
cent goes to church every week, once a month or once a year.

Decreased religiosity, the family crisis, declined frequency of religious practi-
ces, less interest in religious education, and in general diminished spirituality of people,
further affects the relationship between religion and families in Italy. Changes in those
relationships began in the mid-1970s, as a result of a series of social changes and move-
ments, and the introduction of the above-mentioned legislations related to abortion, co-
habitation and divorce, as well as the growing number of naturalized foreigners with
different cultures and religions in the country.

Today the influence of the Catholic Church in Italy remains strong, but statisti-
cal data indicates major changes affecting marriage and cohabitation in recent years. In
fact, today young couples are increasingly delaying marriage and the average age of the
first marriage has been increased: during 2000-2008 the average age for women to get
married was 28-30 years and 31-33 years for men (Vignoli & Salvini 2014, 1086). Fur-
thermore, the number of religious marriages has diminished considerably, while the
number of couples opting for cohabitation increased significantly, which consequently
augmented the number of non-marital births. In 1970 non-marital births accounted for
only 2 percent; this number has grown steadily each decade reaching 24 percent in
2010, with the highest hit in the second decade of the 21st century (Vignoli & Salvini,
2014, 1087). Officials of the Catholic Church believe that couples opt for cohabitation
over marriage primarily due to the increased level of individualism and that the concept
of family transformed from the “basic unit of society” to the “basic unit of the individ-
ual.” Moreover, they consider that even within marriage, individualism prevail the sense
of partnership, and the plural pronoun “we” has been gradually replaced by the singular
“1” (Paglia, 2013).
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The respondents of our survey were more divided regarding the religious mar-
riages: half of them would prefer to get married in church, while the other half rejects
religious marriage. Considering that 71 percent of the respondents declared themselves
Catholics, we can conclude that among Catholic believers there are those who would
not opt for a religious marriage, which consequently confirms the reduced influence of
religion in Italy. More specifically, only one third of the respondents completely agree
with the statement that the Catholic religion significantly affects marriage in Italy, while
65 percent only partially agrees with this statement.

Another qualitative research on religion and its impact on marriage concludes
that there is a proportional relationship between religion and marriage, and that more re-
ligious people choose marriage over cohabitation; similarly, they consider that Catholic
religion and its influence are the reason of late diffusion of cohabitation in Italy than in
other less religious European countries. Additionally, catholic followers believe that
marriage is the foundation of society and religious ceremony in church has a symbolic
meaning and value, while non-religious respondents equate the notions marriage and co-
habitation or completely reject marriage (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014).

Furthermore, it should be noted that in order to celebrate religious matrimony,
unlike Orthodox Christianity, followers of the Roman Catholic Church are required,
despite baptism, to obtain communion and confirmation of the covenants created at Ho-
ly baptism. Trends from the 1990s showed that there is a declining participation in all
public religious practices (baptism, first communion, confirmation and church matrimo-
ny). According to our research half of the respondents had received the three most im-
portant rites in the Catholic religion (baptism, communion and confirmation), and all of
them were baptized in the church. As for the baptism of their children, 47 percent of the
respondents believe that it is a decision that should be jointly made with their partner,
29 percent would prefer to baptized their children and 24 percent believe that their chil-
dren should choose their religion by themselves, when adults.

Almost 60 percent agree that the Catholic religion influences significantly the
Italian family. Over half of the respondents partially agree with the statement that the
Catholic doctrine is the foundation of family values, 12 percent fully agree and 24 per-
cent of the respondents disagree. Over 40 percent also disagree with the statement that
the Catholic religion affects the most important decisions of their lives, but 24 percent
somewhat disagree and 12 percent completely agree.

Finally, while the Catholic doctrine has a solid and perpetual views regarding
abortion, divorce, homosexuality, euthanasia and other issues, perceptions of Italian
Catholics on these issues have drastically changed. In fact, in 2007, 71 percent of Ital-
ians thought that divorce is an acceptable behaviour in comparison with the 63 percent
in 1994. Abortion has been accepted by more than half of Italian Catholics in 2007, and
37 percent supported euthanasia as well. The major changes are related with homosexu-
ality: support of homosexual unions has doubled in 23 years; in 1994, only 16 percent
supported homosexual couples as opposed to 30 percent in 2007 (Garelli, 2013, 6).
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Conclusion

Family and religion have always represented important components of Italian
society and the strong presence and influence of the Catholic Church has shaped the life
of Italians. Today, this influence is greatly reduced and the data show that Italy follows
the trends of other Western European countries, where people, especially youth, are in-
creasingly turning away from the traditions and religious beliefs.

Italy’s biggest problems today are connected to declined birth rates and the re-
duced value of marriage. Larger and smaller research presented in the paper confirmed
the official data, namely the significantly increased number of extramarital communities
from 227,000 in 1993 to 972,000 in 2011 (Vignoli & Salvini, 2014, 1080), reduced
number of religious matrimony, diminished participation in church practices, mass and
other religious rites. Unlike the 1990s, today the percentage of young Italians who at-
tend religious education in primary and secondary schools has diminished considerably,
especially in the central and northern regions of Italy and fewer families choose to guide
their children towards a religious education in Catholic schools. Perhaps the decreased
religiosity and indifference to religion among youth is the most worrying data for the
Catholic Church.

Due to the above-mentioned changes occurred in Italy and in most Western
European countries, in recent years the Roman Catholic Church and Pope Francis are
trying to keep pace with the alterations of modem times, opening dialogues on topics
that in the past were considered taboo and that the Church had a solid and unchanging
views on (one of them is the subject of contraception as prevention from diseases). Such
open discourses demonstrates that the Church is trying to preserve its followers and is in
the search of new forms of communication to get closer to the people, while trying to
restore faith in religion and spirituality.

Finally, the impact of religion and the Church in Italy remains strong compared
to other countries, despite the fact that many positions of the Church remain unchanged
(abortion, euthanasia, homosexual couples etc.). Many lItalians identify themselves by
Catholic values and cherish the traditions associated with the most important moments
of their life, such as birth, marriage and death (Garelli, 2013). The family today still re-
presents an important place for self-realization, thanks to the cultural transmission of
tradition from one to another generation.
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