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ABSTRACT  
Disruptive technologies in accounting represent a new evolutionary phase of accounting 
impacted by emerging technologies that are part of industrial revolution 4.0. The relevance 
of emerging technologies, their potential and the opportunities they offer for the accounting 
profession attract both academia and professionals with accelerated research efforts. 
Academia and scientific researchers must research and provide an appropriate theoretical 
basis to help practitioners better adapt and increase their awareness and trust in technology. 
This paper provides early quantitative research data on publication trends related to most 
disruptive technologies in accounting such as big data, data analytics, cloud, artificial 
intelligence and blockchain. We identified these five emerging technologies through 
literature review and elaborated in detail how they can change and advance the accounting 
profession. The research was conducted using bibliometric analysis to examine the level of 
coverage of each of the technologies in the period from 2016 to 2020 by analyzing the 
published articles by the Big Four accounting firms, professional accounting associations 
and institutions and high-ranking academic journals. The purpose of the research was to 
identify a potential gap in research preferences related to selected technologies between 
academia and development professionals and experts in the field. The findings highlight that 
there are no significant discrepancies or different views of academia and practitioners. It is a 
positive result indicating that academia and scientific researchers exploit in the same 
direction as practitioners, thus providing support for adaptation and alignment to technology 
trends. 
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