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UJECTA MffyHAPO;:JHA HAYl./HA KOH<l>EPEHLJWJA -2015 

2-13 
Map111ja ToAoposcKa 

nPo&nEMOT HA HEAECl>MHMPnMBOCTA HA CBETOTO 
BO TEOPMMTE 3A PEnMrMJATA 

THE PROBLEM OF UNDEFINABILITY OF THE SACRED IN 
THEORIES OF RELIGION 

Abstract: The dedicated care towards the object of religious belief that homo 
religiosus exhibits, and the complex phenomena and relations of religious faith are not 
quantifiable, subject to scientific scrutiny, conceivable in rational terms or effable. The 
diverse and interdisciplinary perspectives of the theories of religion, and especially 
of the theories of the sacred face problems of undefinability of the holy experience, 
of subjectivity of the parameters of belief and of the methodological dissonance be
tween theory and the transcendent realm beyond the cognitive possibilities of ratio
nal categories it is trying to encompass and analyse. 

The text briefly overviews the relationship between science and religion through 
notions of rational knowledge and (irrational) faith, shown mostly in examples of pri
mordial religious belief. Principles of sympathetic magic are compared to rudimentary 
science with flawed laws of association. The sacred-profane dichotomy in animatism, 
totemism and early religion in general, while crucial to the preservation of the cosmos 
of the believer, is shown to be difficult to narrow down in theoretical terms, due partly 
to their reciprocal codependence, and partly to the fact that the realm of the sacred 
transcends the realm of the profane, where theoretical insight is undoubtedly rooted. 
The problem of ineffability of the numinous experience is briefly tackled as an issue 
not only of the limitations of language and rationality, but also of meta-approaches to 
faith and knowledge. 

Key words: sacred, religion, faith, mana, numinous, definition 

BOB EA 
Pe11111rnjaTa nOApa36111pa noceeTeHOCT KOH HeWTO BO 4lo1e nOCTOetbe l-1 "ll-1111 MOKl-1 

ce eepyea. Oea He 3Ha1.1lo1 ,qeKa eepHl-1KOT HeMa noTpe6a o.q yeepeHOCT ep3 6a3a Ha 
<!>aKrn 111 eMnl-1p111ja, 3aToa wTo nocTOjaHaTa noceeTeHa rp1.u1<a 111 >1<e116a Aa ce noep3yea 
co o6jeKTOT Ha eepysatbeTo o6e36eAyeaaT AOBOJ1Ha l-1 nocTojaHo HaArpaAyeaHa 
111CKYCTBeHa rpafa, HO 3Ha4111 ,qeKa cenaK l-1Ma anp111opl-1 eepyeatbe wTo HeMa noTpe6a 
o,q ,qoKa3. BepaTa He e 3Haetbe eo cM111cna Ha TOa .qeKa He e 6a3111paHa Ha noTBp,qeHl-1 
<!>aKrn, Ha npoeep11111elo1, noeTOpnl-1Bl-1 111 npoeep11lo1e111 3aKOHll1, 111 TOKMY 3aToa e eepa. 
CenaK, no cTeneHoT Ha yeepeHocTa, eepaTa Ha homo religiosus e eKelo1ea11eHTHa Ha 
3HaetbeTO Ha Hay4Hl-1KOT. 3a apxa1114Hl-10T pe11111rno3eH 40BeK Ml-1TOBl-1Te ce ceern 
111 e111crnH111rn cKa3Hl-1, p111rya11111Te ce AejcTBa wTo Mopa .qa ce 1113ee.qyeaaT 3a .qa ce 
06e36e.q111 cl-1rypH1110T oncTaHOK Ha ceeToT, TOTeM111Te ce csern npe.q4l-1, AYWll1Te Ha 
npeA4111re ce l-1Heone111paHl-1 eo >Kll1BOTOT Ha >Kl-1BITTe, MaHaTa e no.qne>Ke4Ka ceon<!>aTHa, 
npOHl-1KHyea4Ka MOK Ha ceeTOT, MarncKviTe ,qejcTBa <l>YHK4l-10Hl-1paaT cnope,q eonjaTa 
Ha y4ecH1114111Te BO HVIB, 6o>KeCTBaTa noCTojaT l-1 111MaaT CBOl-1 aTpvi6yrn 111 <l>YHK4Vllf1. 3a 
nOAOL1He>KHl-1Te eepHll14l-1, nocne All1<!>epeH4111patbeTO Ha MOHOTell1CTll14Kl-1Te Cll1CTeMll1, 

59 I CTpaHa 




















