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ABOUT 

The conference examines the formation and presentation of knowledge on technologies and the environment, as well 
as ethical considerations and potential risks, developing solutions, expertise and discussions with respect to one of 
the emerging spatial development concepts – urban and rural synergy. The stated objective points to the necessity 
of a multidisciplinary approach to this matter, identification and establishment of relationships between issues of 
technological development, environmental protection, economic and social change. Consequently the conference 
program and research are based on the knowledge of several academic disciplines: engineering and technical 
sciences, humanities, natural and social sciences. The main tasks of the conference are defined in order to discuss 
the issues related to:  

• the future of society and places; 
• creation of sustainable areas and its facilities and infrastructure in line with needs of inhabitants; 
• development of institutions and regulations with an aim of creating safe, sustainable, efficient, imageable and 

liveable, healthy environment; and 
• creation of favourable conditions for the advancement of innovation to achieve a good quality of life. 

Having in mind the conference goals and objectives, we wish to research and understand from the critical aspect the 
importance and role of technology in design and creation of sustainable places, in the cities, as well as, in the 
countryside through: 

• Technological perspective • Built environment perspective • Government perspective 
• Science perspective • Social perspective • Economic perspective 
• Security perspective   

TOPICS 

• Sustainable communities and participation • Image, identity and quality of place 
• Social networks – inherited and created • Cultural patterns and sensitivity 
• Resilience of places • Architecture and building technologies 
• Urban and rural places towards human comfort, health 

and inclusion 
• Sustainability lessons from vernacular 

architecture 
• Biomimicry and smart innovations to human challenges • Tourism for urban-rural synergies 
• Geography as development factor • Agriculture as development force 
• Climate change • Environmentally friendly modes of 

transport and commute 

 



 

KEY NOTE SPEAKERS 
 
 
Dr Mattheos Santamouris, Anita Lawrence Chair in High Performance Architecture, School of Built Environment, 
University of New South Wales, Australia 

Professor of High Performance Architecture in the University of New South Wales in Australia. He is also a professor 
at the University of Athens, Greece and visiting Professor at the Cyprus Institute, Metropolitan University of London, 
Tokyo Polytechnic University, Bolzano University, Brunnel University and National University of Singapore. Director of 
the Laboratory of Building Energy Research, at the University of Athens. Past President of the National Center of 
Renewable and Energy Savings of Greece.  
Editor in Chief of the Energy and Buildings, Past Editor in Chief of the Journal of Advances Building Energy Research, 
Associate Editor of the Solar Energy Journal and actual or past Member of the Editorial Board of the International 
Journal of Solar Energy, Journal of Buildings and Environment, Journal of Sustainable Energy, Journal of Low Carbon 
Technologies, Journal of Open Construction and Building Technology, Sustainable Cities and Society and of the 
Journal of Ventilation. Editor of the Series of Book on Buildings, Energy and Solar Technologies published by 
Earthscan Science Publishers in London. 
Editor and author of 14 international books on topics related to heat island, solar energy and energy conservation in 
buildings published by Earthscan, Springer, etc. Guest editor of twelve special issues of various scientific journals. 
Scientific coordinator of many international research programs and author of almost 240 scientific papers published 
in peer reviewed international scientific journals. Reviewer of research projects in 15 countries including USA, UK, 
France, Germany, Canada, Sweden, etc. Expert in various International Research Institutions.  
 

Dr Francesca Giofrè, Sapienza University of Rome, Faculty of Architecture, Department of Planning, Design and 
Technology of Architecture, Rome, Italy 

(1968) Architect, PhD in Technology of Architecture, full time associate professor at the Faculty of Architecture  of 
the Sapienza University of Rome, Department Planning, Design, Techology of Architecture. She teaches Technology 
of Architecture since 2004. Since 1995 she has carried research and consultancy work through the University and 
other institutions national and international. She has published various papers, articles and books and she made many 
feasibility design studies in the field of architecture for health. She has been Member of Teachers College PhD in 
“Regeneration and recovery of the settlements”(2004-10); since 2013 she is member of the Teachers College PhD  
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“Engineering-based Architecture and Urban Planning”. Teaching co-ordinator, member of scientific board and teacher 
of the II level Master in Architecture for Health for architects and engineers comes from Developing and emerging 
countries co-financed by the Italian Ministry Foreign (since 2004). 

From 2014 she is director of the Master in Architecture for Health. Since 2004, she is member of Member of 
Interuniversity Research Centre TESIS, Systems and technologies for health care buildings. She has selected to 
partecipate ad visting professor by Basilesu programme at the Faculy of Architecture of Belgrade (2012) and Faculty 
of Architecture if Sarajevo (2014). She has different responsibilities inside the Faculty and Department as member of 
the board of studies and Erasmus Programme for degree in Architecture UE. She has the scientific responsibility of 
executive agreements with foreign Faculties of Architecture (Belgrade, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Mozambique, Paraguay). 

 

Dr Vesna Mikić, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Architecture, Zagreb, Croatia 

Professor at the Faculty of Architecture in Zagreb,Department for Architectural Design. She realizes her architectural 
scientific-research opus through two basic domains: in her scientific and research work, she primarily focuses on 
topics from contemporary architecture, particularly on modernity and research conducted within her doctoral 
dissertation “Antun Ulrich's opus, the classicity of the Modern Era“, and persistently enhances both her teaching and 
her primary research of architectural phenomena which provide the initial ideas of her own architectural opus. 
She contemplates on the development of modernity by relying on postulates of classical architecture, exemplified in 
classicism. In that domain, she confirms her research theses by projects designed for public spaces, squares, parks; 
therefore, urbanist-architectural entireties belonging to architectural assignments of highest ranking. Research within 
that domain confirm the fundamental postulate on evolution from classicism to international style as well as the idea 
that classicism is inherent to modernism.  
The second segment of her work accentuates regional sensibility of contemporary architecture development in the 
spaces of Croatian regions. She particularly researches the multilayeredness of processes of preservation of Croatian 
heritage and sustainable development of the natural and cultural space of the Croatian cultural landscape. Those are 
researches which she strives to build in within her teaching process; particularly the industry to sensibilize the young 
generation of students for regional topics and the culture of the Croatian space. 
Apart from pedagogical and scientific, she also does professional work. In her professional work Mikić shows interest 
for a wide range of topics and problem areas, ranging from cooperation in complex architectural-urbanist complexes 
as associate in projects of Professor Miroslav Begović, PhD, to realization and participation in the construction of 
public and housing architecture, in big projects, and shows particular interest for projects of social and societal 
standard (institutions which deal with victims of family violence). 
 

 



 

 
 

WORD OF THE P&T_2017 CONFERENCE DIRECTORS   
 

It is a great pleasure and honour that we are entering the fourth season of the International Academic Conference on 
Places and Technologies event this June 2017, thus extending the cycle of this important event. The 2017 Conference 
had three precedents: the first conference was held in 2014 in Belgrade at the Faculty of Architecture – University of 
Belgrade, the second was held in 2015 in Slovenia in collaboration with the University of Ljubljana, with the main 
topic concerning the Healthy Cities and the third was held in 2016 in Belgrade and dedicated to the technologies to 
create cognitive city. In addition to very reputable scientific conference proceedings, it is important to point out some 
other valuable results. Two notable results from 2014 Conference that include valuable publications Keeping up with 
technologies to improve places published by Cambridge Scholar Publishing and Elsevier’s Energy and Buildings 
Special Issue on Places and Technologies, which were based upon the evaluation of the most outstanding submitted 
papers from our Conference. Regarding the results of the Conference in 2016, in the process of publication are the 
book Keeping up with technologies to create cognitive city by highlighting its safety, sustainability, efficiency, 
imageability and liveability, the special issue of Elsevier’s international journal Energy and Buildings and Facta 
Universitatis, Series Architecture and Civil Engineering Special Issue. 

The fourth Conference is in collaboration with the University of Sarajevo. The focus of the conference is the synergy 
between urban and rural. Aware of the fact that there are a number of different connections and interactions between 
rural and urban areas, the conference sets the context of urban and rural synergy as a common thread that connects 
the enormous diversity of connections and interactions between the given places. The rural-urban linkages to promote 
development can only synergistically stimulate the growth of certain places, but certainly through and with people 
who live and work there. In this regard the conference emphasizes the importance of networking with the specifics of 
given environment, social, economic, technological and institutional realities of urban centres and their surroundings.  

The conference examines the formation and presentation of knowledge on technologies and the environment, as well 
as ethical considerations and potential risks, developing solutions, expertise and discussions with respect to one of 
the emerging spatial development concepts – urban and rural synergy. The stated objective points to the necessity 
of a multidisciplinary approach to this matter, identification and establishment of relationships between issues of 
technological development, environmental protection, economic and social change. Consequently the conference 
program and research are based on the knowledge of several academic disciplines: engineering and technical 
sciences, humanities, natural and social sciences.  
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The papers will be published in the post conference book of proceedings “Keeping up with Technologies in the Context 
of Urban and Rural Synergy”, the best of papers will be published in the Scientific Journal Facta Universitatis, Series 
Architecture and Civil Engineering, as well. 

Since the founding conference in Belgrade, there is a visible growing interest in the Places and Technologies 
Conference encountering support in the region and beyond. All this has qualified the conference as a traditional event. 
Through commitment to specific topics and the quality we have the ambition to keep its importance among the many 
European conferences.                                          

Aleksandra Krstić-Furundžić 
Director of the P&T Conference 

 PhD, Professor, University of Belgrade, Faculty of Architecture, Serbia 
 

Dženana Bijedić 
Regional Director of the P&T Conference  

PhD, Professor, University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Architecture, B&H 
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CONTINUOUS PERFORMATIVE LANSCAPES FOR RESILIENT CITY OF SKOPJE 

Divna Penchikj147 
Assoc. Prof. PhD, Faculty of Architecture, University “Sts. Cyril and Methodius”, Blvd. Partizanski odredi 24, 
Skopje, Republic of Macedonia, pencic.divna@arh.ukim.edu.mk 

Jasmina Siljanoska  
Prof. PhD, Faculty of Architecture, University “SS. Cyril and Methodius”, jasiljan@ukim.edu.mk 

Dana Jovanovska 
Assoc. Assist. MSc, Faculty of Architecture, danajovanovska@gmail.com 

ABSTRACT 
The present time city of Skopje is dialectical result of contradictions of its society and planning systems, a diffuse 
result of unfinished layers of diachronically superimposed different planning concepts, none of which has lasted long 
enough to establish a homogenous city structure. The combination of its structural parts is no longer defined as 
homogenous, but rather as a multiple layering and heterogeneity, a fragmented solids and voids with borders, barriers 
and edges that are subject to a constant process of modification and reconfiguration of the dynamic image. In this 
regard, it is interesting to look at constitution of space that occurs outside of the urban network, as well, in order to 
clarify vague spatial morphology and landscape between urban and rural/ suburban areas. The boundary between the 
end of the city and the beginning of the nature or urban/rural fringe defines discontinuous route which gradually 
perforated casing urban structure of the city. This disintegrated and unfinished urban structure needs to become 
adaptive, fluid and responsive system able to accept disturbances, without changing to another system. Only this 
way, we can establish a city capable of extending its own continuity: a resilient city. When exploring the fragmented 
reality of Skopje and the potentials for establishment of a new urban reality the paper relies on the principle of the 
newly emerged landscape urbanism approach in the planning discourse. It is based on the idea of continuous 
landscape, where physical urban fragments and residual urban voids need to be connected, integrated and structured 
in an open flexible system, and on the necessitate potential of the voids as ecological intensity. The idea is to bring 
all urban fragments together in one open system and to create an integrated overall system of green areas and 
corridors that connect the inner city with the exurban green lands, agricultural land, as well as exurban greenery of 
the mountains. The “power” of the landscape medium is in the possibility to organise the urban fabric of fragmented 
voids into the continuous landscape within the city of Skopje. It is not conceived only a simple medium for 
defragmented city development, but more importantly it is a medium that activates urban space through invoking 
processes and events that move within the city, which means a performative landscape. Through performability 
introduced the ecological performance of the continuous urban landscape is becoming productive environmentally, 
economically and socially (producing food, pollution absorption, air, water and soil purification, etc). 

147 Corresponding author  
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TOPIC XI: 
RESILIENCE OF PLACES 
Keywords: Fragmented city, Resilient city, Performative landscapes, Continuous landscapes 

INTRODUCTION 

With the existence of the border, the world has always been divided into two different groups of people, those who 
live rural or urban life. Uneven density of human population and intensity of development between rural and urban 
result in "line" that distinguishes different models and typologies of construction, changing landscapes from urban to 
rural, and their gradual integration into the natural environment. The concept of boundary changes and is materialized 
in new urban morphologies within the context of the contemporary diffuse metropolis. The boundary between the end 
of the city and the beginning of nature is subtle and cannot always be discerned. On the other hand, it is interesting 
from typological and morphological point of view to clarify the vague spatial morphology and landscape between 
urban, suburban and rural areas.  

Skopje is a city with changing planning paradigms and conceptual misalignment of different periods of development. 
Former lines that define the border of the city are assimilated into its urban tissue and suburbs started to become 
closer to the inner city. When we talk about Skopje, the rapid urbanization during the XX century and constant increase 
of the territory has brought ever-changing borderline of the legal perimeter. The combination of its structural parts is 
no longer defined as a homogeneous and mutually harmonious system, but rather as a system subjected to the 
constant process of modification and reconfiguration of the dynamic image. "Edges" as present confront not only as 
porous borders which are generally subjected to change or substitution but as well as a barrier that composes the 
urban envelope. 

For planning to be considerate, the border has to allow interactivity, porosity, flexibility and confluence of the urban 
and ex-urban territories and realities. Urban design provides examples of how porosity and resistance can combine. 
This paper examines the transition zones that occur around the edges of Skopje e.g. demarcation edges that are 
defined by law and master planning. Within the “holes” of the interactive border zone of the green corridors residues, 
left from the previous periods of city development, is applicable the concept of continual landscape, interactivity and 
urban-rural synergy. It is explored how, for example, have edge conditions affected access to the greenery as 
corridors of possible connections between the urban-suburban and urban-rural, as well as their patterns and physical 
evolution over the years. The view gives importance to conceiving a green-border-land-city “edge effect” that should 
be considered in the planning processes of our city and suburbs.  

 
FROM FRAGMENTATION TO RESILIENCE 

Skopje is a diffuse result of successive unfinished cycles that have always been oriented towards radical transforming 
the present. The way of embedding the legacy of each strongly ideological cycle within the city was mainly 
juxtaposition (Пенчиќ, 2011), which eventually created a city of divergent urban realities – small cities within the 
city. All shifts between ideologies and concepts for the city, not only resulted in creation of fragments of different 
physical urban form, but it also left a lot of ruptures in the urban tissue. Such urbanization of Skopje brought and 
stimulated generation of new kind of urban sites: post-industrial sites, post-infrastructure sites, peripheral sites and 
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fringes, undefined enclaves, etc. These residual sites are subjected to misuse, dissolution, abandoning, loss of 
program, informal development etc., in contrast to other parts of the city that became increasingly themed venues for 
establishing still on-going national agendas. Even though these new sites are voids that do not hold any particular 
ideology embedded, they are residues of shifting concepts which instigated their ‘evolution’. Therefore, they are 
considered as post-urban fragments and are given same importance as the physical urban forms of the unfinished 
concepts - the urban fragments (Daskalakis, 2001). All of these fragments are legacy of distinctive historical cycles, 
diverse political, economic, social and natural systems. They have a distinguishing spatial arrangements and each of 
them entails the basic resistant level towards the context as well as the transformation that replaced them. The 
situation with border and edge structures, no matter if solid or void concerned, is even more heterogeneous and 
subject to a constant reconfiguration. 

The evident fragmentation of Skopje plays an important role towards the dissolution of the idea for the city as a 
comprehensive whole. Skopje is a heterogeneous amalgam of different layers, elements, systems and functions. Its 
fragmentation cannot be reversed! That’s why, when thinking about the future development of Skopje, fragmentation 
and discontinuity shouldn’t be taken as a negative phenomenon by itself, but as an opportunity to engender improved 
city profile (Ungers, 1997). Can the discontinuity produce new possibilities for continuity? Is there a ‘meta-form’ 
capable of ‘defragmenting’ the city of Skopje?  

Since the context of Skopje is a dispersed cityscape, comprised of fragments and voids, with different level of 
historical, economic, social and natural resistance, we aim towards finding the potential in this given reality as it is, 
and provide the urban quality of the city out of its weakness, instead of constant importing and imposing concepts.  

As a system that vanished through dissolutions and reconstructions, Skopje had become a system subjected to 
constant disturbances that lead to its discontinuous development. In order to enable future ‘continuity’, we should 
start thinking how to make the city more adjustable for changing demands and unpredictable circumstances (Wall, 
1999). The disintegrated and unfinished urban system of Skopje has to become a system able to take disturbances, 
without changing to a different system. Only the flexibility and responsiveness to the unpredictable future can produce 
‘defragmentation’ of such disintegrated system. The fragmented city has to become a resilient city! 

Establishing resilience requires whole system approach inclusive of multiple and unpredictable perspectives. The city of 
Skopje is not just a collection of objects, a collection of fragments. Instead, it is a system that relies on their mutual relational 
forces – connectivity, repulsiveness, and flows within. We should think about Skopje as a large open system rather than as 
bounded entity. The planning actions and interventions should be adaptive ‘experiments’ that acknowledge and celebrate 
the failings of the past, while ‘making a room’ for eventual future failings that will not disrupt the on-going transformation of 
the city. This disintegrated and unfinished urban structure needs to become adaptive, fluid and responsive system able to 
accept disturbances, without changing to another system. Only this way, we can establish a city capable of extending its 
own continuity: a resilient city. 

 
LANDSCAPE URBANISM FOR SKOPJE (THE METHOD) 
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Skopje’s post-urban fragments are ‘voids’ with potential for providing a resilient structure for the city of Skopje.  The 
basic assumption is that the landscape can serve as an operative tool to re-engage the discontinuous and fragmented 
reality of Skopje. The landscape is implied as a medium for repurposing, transforming and recalibrating urban 
contexts, which are experiencing the phenomenon of fragmentation (Lister, 2010). The contemporary landscape is 
considered to be a spatial medium for city building that includes the complexity of places (their different physical, 
natural, artificial, biological, cultural, environmental and aesthetical values), and as such invokes a functioning 
programmatic matrix of the urban tissue (Wall, 1999).  

In a city where architecture was imposed as timeless totality and urban planning operated to set control, determinism 
and hierarchy, we need to move forward and accept what landscape urbanism offers - temporality, complexity and 
soft control enabling shift in the strategies towards changing, open and experimental development (Hight, 2003; 
Ungers, 1997). 

Identifying the urban and post-urban fragments as pre-landscapes within the city starts as planning act of discovery 
and not invention (Ungers, 1997). Based on the porosity and local interconnectivity, the distinctive fragments can 
constitute a loosely bounded aggregate with highly fluid shape, also known as field conditions of Skopje. This sort of 
network of relations between urban entities should be capable of assimilating the existing differences in the city, and 
yet strong enough to incorporate change without destroying its internal coherence.  The logistics of field conditions 
reasserts the potential of the city of Skopje as the whole: The whole which is not defined and complete, hierarchically 
ordered and closed, but capable of permutation, open to time and space, and only provisionally stable (Allen, 2001).  

First field operation is the grid. It lends framework to the field while allowing autonomy and individuality or each part 
that remains open to alternative changes in future (Corner, 2006). The grid of Skopje’s urban field is conceived as a 
re-organizing engine for the ground and all other site displacements of the city. Initially, it is an artificial structure with 
determinacy that relies on the existing measure of the city and the organization of the existing physical urban 
fragments. This way it basically defines the “game space” where the new strategy for Skopje is going to happen. 
Defined as such, the grids simultaneously act as a motif for the existing urban fragments and the urban residues of 
past ideologies and orders. This kind of grid construct for the city provides a provisional organizational system for 
the urban ‘pre-landscapes’. 

 
CONTINUOUS LANDSCAPES 

The idea of continuous landscapes for Skopje is an idea about the synergy of the urban and rural, the city and non-city, the 
urban and ex-urban, the built and void, the central and the peripheral – all with equal quality and beyond any dualisms and 
separations. The notion of ‘continuous landscapes’ for Skopje is not a new idea. Even though it referred only to greenery, it 
can be traced back in the concept of the General Urban Plan for Skopje of 1965 for creating a holistic system of green areas 
and corridors that connect the inner city’s greenery with the exurban greenery of the surrounding mountains in one vegetation 
system (Figure 1).  
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The concept of spatial organization inaugurated with the master-planning in 1965, established green corridors as 
important structures that connect the green areas intra and extra urban perimeter. The corridors are conceived as a 
green continual landscape penetrating from around the city to the inner city thus connecting the exurban-suburban 
zones to urban public greenery. Later plans accept these concepts, but in practice, the green corridors were hard to 
achieve. Most of the key green corridors that were envisaged to connect Vodno Mountain, on the south, with Skopska 
Crna Gora, on the north, have not been completed and the land designated for these corridors was decomposed, 
retrofitted or had its land use changed. The blue-infrastructure of the river banks of Vardar, Lepenec and Serava is 
not used as axes for green inter-connectivity, while the exurban and suburban green areas are not strictly defined by 
the lines of the green belt buffer zone. For these reasons, park forests, recreational sports centres, forests, agricultural 
land and buffer zones that surround the city are sporadically connected, while some even converted into different land 
use building plots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 46: 1965 and 2012 fragments and the planned greenery system of GUP 1965 
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Unfortunately, the idea of corridors has never been accomplished, although all subsequent General Urban Plans from 
1965/1985/2001/2012 aimed towards creation of a holistic, integrated, vegetation system within the city and its 
region. The real transformations of the city have had a huge impact on degradation of public spaces and especially 
green areas in the city, bringing speculative actions that transformed the green areas into construction land, and 
diminished the inner city greenery system to a mere set of isolated, disconnected, sometimes even randomly placed 
green areas, without any clear concept visible. 

Poor implementation of the greenery in the planning period from 1965-2012 is a result of not providing substantial 
changes in planning and management of green areas, due to the changing political and social circumstances and 
post-liberal urbanism of retrofitting greenery to other land uses. After evident degradation of the open spaces and 
greenery throughout past decades, the General Urban Plan of 2012 proposes reshaping the existing and introduces 
new green areas in the city in order to stop the tendency of decline, by aiming to reach the standard of 25m2 per 
inhabitant, set with the master planning in 1965. (The present situation is 9.34 m2 per inhabitant, or if added the 
green areas registered as exurban greenery that de facto are within the urban perimeter, it is 12.17 m2, which is far 
below the European cities level with usually over 15m2 per inhabitant.) 

The new concept of continuous urban landscapes will imply a strategy that aims to protect and promote the public 
realm, and bring different urban and post-urban fragments together in one open system while respecting their 
autonomy. Continuous landscapes for Skopje will be city-traversing open spaces running through the built urban 
environment, connecting all kinds of existing inner-city open spaces and extending finally to the surrounding rural 
area (Viljoen, 2005). This kind of continuity will allow flow and distribution of different resources at different levels 
and intensity: vegetation, air, information, energy, people etc., in the city and out of it. The continuous landscapes will 
be connecting different fragments and therefore sliding conceptually through different ideologies of the urban 
archipelago. 

Continuous urban landscapes are successions of programmatic diversities and functionalities, which in order to work 
as a system, have to be phenomenologically derived. They can be communication routes, movement axes, journey 
paths, or places for reflection, cultural gathering and social play, hubs for storing and sharing information, locations 
for energy production, saving and distribution, sites for urban agriculture, production, environmental intensification 
etc. The diversity of their nature depends on the complexity of context that they run through (Viljoen, 2005). 

Establishment of continuous urban landscapes in Skopje will not be about destroying parts of the urban tissue. They 
will be built through engaging and interweaving existing spatial properties within the city. They will appropriate and 
reclaim the ground, and protect and promote the open space by including existing green areas, as well as residual 
post-urban voids. Developing the continuous urban landscapes may start on a small scale, as punctual interventions 
in the city, and then gradually develop into extensive urban landscapes. However, achieving total continuity of a city 
building medium, through a city such as Skopje, will often come across boundaries, connecting this way suburban, 
exurban and rural areas. Besides physical, continuity can be achieved on an infra-free level. All the segments of the 
continuous landscape will be connected in a ‘smart way’ through communication technologies, sharing information 
(about micro-environmental aspects, functions of the spaces available at the moment, didactic city fragments 
information, mobility etc.) and overlapping and complementing the intensities of their own performance in the context. 
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Whichever continuity is, utmost important is providing extensiveness of dynamic processes that happen through the 
city and extending the ‘benefit’ of their impact on a larger scale.  

Setting the continuous landscapes relies on the previously elaborated grid. This is where the determinacy of the grid based on 
real measure and rhythm of the urban tissue becomes physical and real. Even though these newly produced stripes, 
demonstrate a quality of being fixed within the rhythm of the existing and adopted grids, they refer more to the provisional 
extensive organization of the appropriation of successive spaces that are supposed to establish certain continuity of landscapes 
traversing the city. This complex new system of horizontal continuous matrices will become the new ‘infrastructure’ for the city 
that organizes fields and sets new conditions for future development. The origin and end of each stripe of the continuous 
landscape lay on two opposite sides outside the city. They represent a new way of re-creating a city which is open and 
boundless, with synergy of in and out, natural and artificial, rural and urban. 

PERFORMATIVE LANDSCAPE  

Landscape for Skopje should not become only a model for urbanism of the fragmented city, but more importantly, a 
model for processes within the city (Allen, 2001). The ‘form’ of the landscapes should be an outcome of its 
performance – a result of actions and behaviours of the object and the subjects (users) (Grobman, 2012). Through 
that mechanism of mutually dependent performative exchange, space is being generated – the process becomes a 
space happening over time (Figure 2).  
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Figure 2: Continuous performative landscapes through Skopje 

The landscapes engaged, are not plane surfaces. Their section is defined through their constitutive form, material 
characteristics, configuration etc. which determine the performative effects of the landscape. Depending on the pre-
conditions of the context, terrain configuration, hardness or softness, permeability or depth, quality of air, water and 
soil, availability of natural resources, social stability etc. the performative effects can be:  ability to accommodate life 
and stimulate biodiversity, absorb pollution, mitigate microclimate, hold or purify water, produce and store energy, 
enable mobility, provide information, communication, public services and care, support events etc. (Allen, 2001). 
Those performances exactly, become a new way of activating space and producing urban effects, beyond the 
traditional space making with definite physical forms.  

CONCLUSION 
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For the fragmented city of Skopje, we proposed a strategy of continuous urban landscapes, which is basically a 
transcript of the given reality of the city, with assimilated entities and functionalities that already exist in the city. Quite 
the opposite of the previous concepts that imposed visions, utopias and incompatible concepts on the city, this 
concept offers abundant flexibility to the city, while supporting the idea of autonomy of every fragment, which 
ultimately reinforces the coherence of the whole. 

The need to develop a new holistic approach to planning and strategy for further urban development is more than 
evident in times of intense urban transformations. Protection of the open spaces should be a strategic commitment 
to sensible development. With the idea described we wanted to reaffirm an almost abandoned idea of green corridors 
as continual landscapes that are conceived as media for achieving interactivity and connectivity of the different urban-
suburban-rural morphologies and activities. 

The new concept of continuous urban landscapes will imply a strategy that aims to protect and promote the public 
realm and brings different urban and post-urban fragments together in one open system. In order to accept and 
stimulate transformations the idea is reinforced with the inclusion of programmatic diversities (e.g. communication 
routes and pathways, places for reflection and sharing information, or for cultural gathering and social play, for energy 
production or for urban agriculture, environmental intensification etc.) which is going to be achieved through the idea 
of performative landscape. 
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