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Abstract 

The objective of this research was to compare the strength and speed capacities at a sample of N=78 
subjects, boys (N=42) and separately for girls (N=36) at the age of 15, 16 and 17 years, secondary school 
students. Three (3) tests were applied for assessment of the strength capacities and one (1) test for the speed 
assessment. (Push Ups-1 min, Curl Ups -1 min, Trunk Extension, Run 20meter). The results have shown 
that there is no significant difference between the 3 generations of boys in terms of the system of motor 
abilities (Wilks’ L=0.74; р=0.187; ηp

2=0.14). Among the girls, there is significant difference between the 
three generations at level (Wilks’ L = 0.497; р=0.01; ηp

2=0.295). Post-hoc tests of the girls have shown 
difference in the Curl Ups-1 min tests (р=0.003) between the generations first and second year generations, 
and Run 20 meter between the girls of first and second year (р=0.004), as well as between the girls of 
second and third year (р=0.002). It can be concluded that there are differences between the three 
generations of girls; however, we are unable to confirm with certainty the cause for such differences. It can 
be established with certainty that the sample of subjects presents lower values at the applied tests compared 
to a similar population. The recommendations of the authors refer to the following: need for correction in 
the curricula and the number of weekly classes in physical education in the secondary schools; increased 
motivation for physical activity among this population of young boys and girls, both on and outside of class 
activities; monitoring of the motor abilities among the youth in the Republic of North Macedonia; 
application of similar tests in other schools, comparison of results, development of a national strategy with 
instructions for development and maintenance of motor abilities among the youth. 
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Introduction 

The term physical activities mean forms of activities being implemented during the daily activities 
(executing household-related and professional obligations) as well as recreational-sport activities 
(Caspersen C, J, (1989) Bouchard, C., & Shephard, R. J. (1994), Kalache, A., & Kickbusch, I. (1997). 
Physical education, as organized form and through the system action on individuals, aims to create a healthy 
and physically well-developed youth able to fully, freely and efficiently control their motor skills. In the 
21st century, physical activity represents an important factor for the health of children, youth and adults 
(Mitrović, N., & Stević, D. (2019). In addition, the physical activity also has a role in the prevention of 
potential health problems, such as: diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular diseases and similar. For example, 14 
million children are overweight, of which 3 million children are obese (WHO, 2016). 

However, regular physical activity can have an impact on the prevention and reduction of obesity and 
preservation of the healthy body weight (Epstein, L. H., Coleman, K. J., & Myers, M. D. (1996). Physical 
education classes in secondary schools are mainly of non-active (sedentary) nature, lacking the sufficient 
inclusion of physical exercises for development of abilities and traits which are the main requirement for 
healthy development and proper changes of both quantitative and qualitative dimensions of the 
anthropological status of the student (Vishnjikj, Jovanovikj and Miletikj, 2004; Kragujevikj, 2005). The 
education system in Macedonia provides only 2 classes of PE per week, which represents a major problem 
in terms of achievement of the objectives and tasks of the physical education classes. Physical activity 
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guidelines for adolescents were summarized in a consensus statement by Sallis and Patrick and prescribe 
that "adolescents should engage in three or more sessions per week of activities that last 20 min or more 
and that require moderate to vigorous levels of exertion” (Rowe, P., van Der Mars, H., Schuldheisz, J., & 
Fox, S., 2004).  

Exercises and physical activity are important components for the healthy lifestyle of children and 
adolescents. Strength training is important for the muscle-skeletal health and is supported by many 
international organizations, including the World Health Organisation. Strength exercises are particularly 
important for the healthy development of the skeletal system. Healthy bones are formed in childhood, up 
to the age of 20 years, whereas 90 percent of the skeletal growth occurs between the ages of 10 and 20, and 
therefore childhood and youth are a critical period of bone development. Adolescence is an exceptionally 
important period for promoting lifelong health of bones. 

Muscle strength and fitness of young people are related to a series of positive health benefits, including 
the improved body composition and increased self-confidence.  

The question always posed is: What is the risk from such exercises? As with any sport or activity, 
participation is related to a specific risk from injury; however, if exercises are properly set, the risk shall 
not be any higher than any other recreational or sport activity. In the meantime, many injuries can be 
prevented with proper programing, supervision and load management. In fact, there are increasing 
explanations that inclusion of strength training is an important component of the programs for prevention 
of injuries (Blagrove, R. C., Bruinvels, G., & Read, P., 2017). 

In addition, the thesis "At what age should strength exercises start?” is often posed. As long as the 
children are able to understand and follow the instructions and properly execute the desired exercises, there 
is no reason why they should not participate in the relevant strength training program. The best period for 
humans to improve their strength is the age upon turning 18 (Kukolj,1996), which does not mean that 
strength could not be transformed in younger ages.  

Duration of system exercises (Faigenbaum, 2015), even if the exercises only last 15 minutes, within a 
period of 8 weeks, in children at the age of seven years, consisting of strength and balance exercises, has 
resulted into improved and increased strength, power, speed and aerobic performances in these young 
children. 

Strength exercises could contribute to the healthy lifestyle, and therefore, the population practicing such 
type of exercises could be categorized as population working on their health and making an effort to leave 
the state of hypokinesia. 

In addition, physical activity has a positive transfer on the learning success (Ronald W Bass, Dale D 
Brown, Kelly R Laurson, Margaret M Coleman, 2013). 

This paper aims to assess the effect of the programs in the field of physical education in secondary 
schools, through assessment of the students' strength abilities. 
 
Material & methods  

The subject of this research shall be the motor abilities for strength and speed assessment among first, 
second and third-year students (secondary education) from the secondary school SUGS “Shaip Jusuf” – 
Skopje. The objective of the research is comparison of the results for assessment of the motor abilities 
among first, second and third-year students from the secondary school “Shaip Jusuf” – Skopje in 4 tests. 
The sample of subjects consists of a total of 78 students from the three years (boys=42, girls=36, students 
from the secondary school SUGS “Shaip Jusuf” – Skopje, at an average age of 15 years  (+/- 0.5 y) for the 
first year students, 16 years (+/- 0.5 y) for the second year students and 17 years (+/- 0.5 y) for the third 
year students. The subjects have been divided into 3 groups:  first year (14 boys and 11 girls), second year 
(13 boys and 13 girls), third year (15 boys and 12 girls). The differences in terms of the motor abilities have 
been studied in the population of boys between the first, second and third year, and in particular in the 
population of girls between the first, second and third year.  
 
Sample of motor tests 

1. Push-ups for 1 minute (Vivian, H.,Heyward.,2006) 
2. Curl-ups for 1 minute (Robert J. W., 2008) 
3. Trunk extension for 1 minute (Moreland J,1997) 
4. RUN20M (Metikosh, D., et all., 1989) 
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Results  
The basic descriptive statistic for the boys of the first, second and third year is given in Table No 1, and 

for the girls (first, second and third year) in Table No 2. 
 

Table 1. The basic descriptive statistic for boys of first, second and third year. 

 
 

Table 2. The basic descriptive statistic for girls of first, second and third year 

 
 

Table 3. Multivariate significance of differences in the test results between the boys of first, second and third year 
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The multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA), between the girls from the first, second and third year 
(Table 4), shows a statistically significant difference with result for Wilks’ Lambda of 0.497, at the level 
of р=0.01, (ηp

2=0.295, Cohen, 1988). 
 

Table 4. Multivariate significance of differences in the test results between the girls of first, second and third year 

 
 
 

Table 5. Univariate significance of differences in the test results between the girls of first, second and third year 

 
 

Table 6. LSD post-hoc tests on the significance of the differences of the girls’ test results 
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Discussion 
The mean value of the Push-ups test results for both groups (boys and girls), compared with the results 
presented by the Canadian Society for Exercise Physiology (2004), indicates that first and third-year boys 
fail to meet the recommendations for solid strength capacity of arms and shoulder area (grade 1 out of 5). 
Second year girls, according to the results of this association, are given the grade 2 (out of 5). 

The mean value of the results of the trunk strength capacity assessment (CURLUPS) according to 
Golding, et al. (1989), in boys (of the three groups), as well as in girls (of the three groups) also fails to 
meet the recommended values for this test, achieving lower results, with grade 1 (out of 5) in both groups 
(boys + girls).  

The test for assessment of the strength abilities of muscles from the rear body area (back) is a modified 
test. No data have been found for this test for the purposes of comparing the results in similar studies. 

The results of the speed capacity assessment test RUN20M, in boys and girls, have also shown relatively 
lower values against the recommended values (Tennis Australia, 2011). 

Following the application of the multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) (Table 3), no statistically 
significant difference has been established regarding the boys, since Wilks’ Lambda=0.74 is at the level 
р=0.187 (ηp

2=0.14, Cohen, 1988). 
The multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA), between the girls from the first, second and third 

year (Table 4), shows a statistically significant difference with result for Wilks’ Lambda of 0.497, at the 
level of р=0.01, (ηp

2=0.295, Cohen, 1988). In terms of the univariate analysis of variance (ANOVA) (Table 
5), regarding the girls, it can be concluded that there are statistically significant differences in two of the 
analyzed variables:  FCURLUPS (F= 5,12; p= 0,01), and FRUN20M (F= 6,972; p=0,003). The highest 
effect size is present with the variable FRUN20M (ηp

2 = 0,297). Following the application of the LSD post-
hoc test (Table 6), it can be concluded that the statistically significant difference in the variable FCURLUPS 
is present only between the first and second-year girls (р=0.003). For the variable FRUN20M, the 
statistically significant difference is present between the first and second-year girls (р=0.04), as well as 
between the girls from the second and third year (р=0.002). 

Regarding the group of girls (N=36), the test for assessment of the strength capacity of the arms and the 
shoulder area, through the Push-ups test, indicates that all 36 girls have not displayed a statistically 
significant difference in these capacities. However, there is a significant difference in the strength test for 
the muscles of the anterior body side (FCURLUPS) among the first and second-year girls. It is interesting 
to indicate that the first year girls (age of ~15 years) have better results (mean=21) compared to those from 
the second year (mean=12.23), as well as to those from the third year (mean=16.41), although there is no 
statistical significance in the relation first-third. This might refer to one of the identified problems – 
curriculum and number of physical education classes.  

There is significant difference in the test for assessment of the speed abilities between the first and 
second year girls, as well as between the second and third year. The results have indicated that the second 
year girls have better results compared to the other two groups (second group: mean=4.95sec. other two 
groups; first: mean=4.28 sec.; third: mean=4.25sec.). Speed is a highly hereditary motor ability, so perhaps 
this is a homogenized group; however, poor test results could be the result from the poor motivation or the 
insufficient physical activity. In any case with the three groups of classes, regarding the population of girls, 
the presented mean value for the speed test is at a low level. 

The results explain that the subjects (boys and girls) at the age of 15, 16 and 17 years, selected as random 
sample of subjects, non-athletes, have displayed non-satisfactory level of strength abilities of the arms and 
shoulder area muscles (test: Push-ups), the muscles on the anterior body side (test: Sit/Curl up), muscles of 
the posterior body side (TrunkExt), as well as non-satisfactory level of speed abilities (test: 20 meter sprint), 
compared to the similar population of same-age subjects.  

As previously mentioned, such indicators on the tested motor abilities most probably result from the 
insufficient physical activity, in particular in the domain of strength capacities. However, the reason for 
such inactivity is potentially even more interesting, and is perhaps the result of: 

-  insufficient number of PE classes during the weekly lessons; 
- insufficient stimulus at the exercises, during the classes, for the purposes of strength abilities 

transformation; 
-  obsolete plan and curriculum for the physical education lessons; 
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-  lack of stimulation, which could potentially result from the general image of the social environment 
in the Republic of Macedonia;  

-  the subjects are in a specific group, which is most probably undergoing puberty; 
Regarding the analysis of differences between generations (first, second and third year), in both groups 

of subjects included in the research (boys and girls), it is interesting to indicate that there is no statistically 
significant difference in the three generations of boys. This indicates that all boys (N=42) included in the 
research display similar strength capacities, as assessed with the applied tests. Having in mind that their 
results are non-satisfactory, the authors recommend that there is a need to intervene in the identified 
problems which have resulted into a non-satisfactory muscle strength capacity among the boys.  
 
Conclusion  

According to our findings, and the research, we were unable to find a study that touches upon 
comparison of strength and speed among high schoolers, in those specific test chosen for this research.  

Having in mind the results from the research, the authors recommend improvement of the strength 
abilities for the purposes of maintaining health and creating healthy and productive youth. In that context, 
the recommendations are aimed at increasing the volume of physical activities in this sample of subjects. 
The next steps would consist of the following: 

1. need to correct the curriculum and the number of weekly classes in physical education in the 
secondary schools; 

2. increased motivation for physical activity in this population of young boys and girls, both on the 
classes and in the extracurricular activities; 

3. Monitoring the motor abilities among the youth in the Republic of Macedonia. 
4. Application of similar tests in other schools, comparison of results, development of a national strategy 

with guidelines for development and maintenance of the motor abilities among young people. 
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